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PREFACE 


Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, founder of the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union and leader of the first Soviet socialist state 
in the world, devoted great attention from the very first days 
of the Soviet power to the education of the people, to 
organising the work of cultural and educational institutions, 
libraries and reading rooms He considered libraries as the 
most massive and accessible centres of political education of 
the workers, propagation of knowledge and raising of the 
people's cultural and technical level 

Lenin's works, reports and speeches, notes and draft reso 
lutions of Party and state organisations contain a detailed 
programme for constructing the Soviet socialist system of 
library services for the people In Lenin’s opinion the most 
important condition for creating this system was the princi 
ple of party and state guidance in cultural and library con 
struction, the leading and directing role of the Communist 
Party and the Soviet Government in creating an extensive 
network of libraries and the requisite material and financial 
basis for organising public use of the library book stocks As 
was pointed out in the draft Party Programme drawn up by 
Lenin, for the purpose of rendering all round state assistance 
in self education and enlightenment of the workers and peas 
ants, educational and enlightenment institutions, libraries 
and reading rooms were opened (see pp 47 48) Direct lea 
dership in developing a system of mass and scientific 
libraries was exercised by the People’s Commissariat for 
Education, within which were created managing bodies of 
library organisation the Scientific Libraries Department, 
the Library Section of the Extra Mural Department, and 
others (see pp 39-43, 45) 

Lenin’s teaching on the leading and guiding role of the 
Communist Party and the Soviet State ın socialist construc 
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tion and library organisation, his statements on the class 
character of library work, on the subordination of library 
work to the building of the new, socialist society determined 
in principle the social role and significance of libraries and 
shaped their new social functions Already during the 
pre revolutionary period in Russia, V I Lenin put forward 
and grounded the principle of partisanship of libraries, of 
their active participation in carrying out socialist transforma 
tions (see pp 15, 25 26), criticised the bourgeois assertions 
on the non political, non Party character of library 
work 1n a class society (see pp 27, 33) After the victory of 
the October Revolution Lenin repeatedly stressed the indis 
soluble hnk of library organisation with the policy of the 
Party and the government and with the tasks of building 
socialism and communism (see pp 44, 47 et al) 

Lenin drew attention to the importance of libraries! contri 
bution to drawing the people into fulfilling state plans for 
socialist transformation, stressed their obligation to promote 
scientific and technological progress, the spreading of scienti 
fic and technical information, the propaganda of advanced 
production experience. among the working masses (see 
pp 60-61,90 etal) After the foreign military intervention and 
the civil war during the period of rehabilitation of the 
national economy, Lenin worked systematically to 1mprove 
the stocking of libraries, their provision with. pamphlets on 
production, accounts and reports of economic and manage 
ment institutions, scientific and technical publications (see 
pp 72 73, 75 76, 79 80, 89, 91, 92 et al) Noting the impor 
tance of spreading through libraries scientific and technical 
literature, publications on production and accounts of econo- 
mic institutions and conferences, Lenin wrote on April 11, 
1922 " unless an increasing number of the population grow 
accustomed to reading these reports in the libraries, it ıs use 
less talking about transforming this semi barbarous country 
into a cultural and socialist one” (see pp 96-97) 

Lenin's statements on the social character of libraries 
determined the qualitatively new content of their activity di 
rected at accustoming the broad masses to reading, at creat 
ing the necessary conveniences in libraries, at making 
libraries accessible to the general public and democratising 
the forms and methods of library service Lenin's demands 
for promotion of reading among the working masses, 

encouragement of new readers, women, children, non Rus 
sians, etc " (see p 46), “training the population sufficiently 
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to acquire the habit of book reading" (see pp 98 99), the 
constant concern of the state “that there should be people to 
read, that the number of people able to read is greater" (see 
pp 9899) these instructions influenced in principle the for 
mation of the Soviet system of library services for the work 
ing people and of Soviet library science as a social science 
Organisation of reading by the whole people, bringing the 
book stocks within reach of all, became a distinctive feature 
of the Soviet library as a library of a new, socialist type 
Guided by Lenin's instructions, Soviet library science brings 
into the foreground the problems of the 1deological content 
of reading, considers library work as an active, purposeful 
process, and sees in the library a powerful instrument for 
communist education and for raising the cultural and techni 
cal level of the working people 

As leader of the Soviet Government Lenin showed great 
concern for reorganising the library service for the popula 
tion The plan he worked out envisaged reorganising the dis 
tribution and use of book stocks and planned organisation 
of the whole hbrary system in the interest of the working 
people On the basis of his detailed knowledge of the state of 
library organisation in Russia and other countries (see 
pp 22, 26-31, 107-09, 111 18), and of the main tendencies ın 
its development, Lenin formulated the principles of a socia 
list system of library service for the people 

On Lenin's initiative the Soviet Government adopted 
a number of resolutions and decrees aimed at radically reor 
ganising library practice on socialist principles (see pp 39, 
45, 56-59, 136-37, 144-46, 147-49 et al) Lenin attached great 
significance to centralising library organisation and uniting 
all libraries in a unified nation wide system, to liquidating 
parallelism, duplication and departmental disunion in hbrary 
organisation (see pp 39, 50-52, 56-59, 62 73) He insisted on 
conscious and purposeful management of the process of 
organising the Soviet library system on the basis of scientifi 
cally evolved state plan foreseeing rational distribution of 
libraries throughout the country, their concerted and inter 
connected functioning on principles of coordination and co 
operation Only then could libraries contribute actively to 
getting the working people quickly into the habit of reading 

Lenin’s plan for organising libraries was given the 
force of law by the decree “On Centralisation of Libr 
ary Organisation in the RS FSR” (see pp 147-49), which 
foresaw the creation of a unified system of libraries includ 
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ing all types and kinds of libraries for the general public, 
regardless which department they belonged to, the establish 
ment of a single state centre to direct library organisation 
(the Central Interdepartmental Library Commission charged 
with redistributing book stocks and drawing up unified prin 
ciples and regulations aimed at eradicating disumon in libr 
ary organisation), centralisation of book supplies for all 
libraries through a system of central and local library distri 
butors These ideas of Lenin were radically new in world 
practice and were dictated by the entire character of the 
October Revolution, which introduced the principle of plan 
ning and organisation into library work 

Up to the present time there has been created in the USSR 
on the basis of Lenin's instruction a network of libraries 
spread evenly over the country The USSR now has 350 
thousand libraries of various types and kinds with a stock of 
over 4,000 million books and catering for more than 220 mil 
hon readers A leading place in the library network belongs 
to the state and public mass libraries united in more than 
4 thousand centralised library systems 

Vladimir Hyich. Lenin’s work and his consistent stream 
lined programme of socialist transformations in the library 
field are well known throughout the world The press of 
many countries regularly carries articles dealing with the sig 
nificance of Lenin's ideas in the field of library organisation 
and the contribution made by socialist library science and 
bibliography to the theory and practice of library construc 
tion Experience of the USSR ın developing the library 
system and mass reading among the working people 1s stud 
ted by library workers in different countries and applied in 
their library practice Under the direct influence of Lenin’s 
plan for the public use of books, library systems are being 
organised in the socialist countries The achievements 
reached in the USSR ın library construction are widely 
applied in countries which have freed themselves from capi 
talist dependence and enslavement and are now striving to 
do away with the cultural backwardness and illiteracy of the 
population 

reat interest has always been shown in Lenin's works on 

library organisation and bibliography At all stages in the 
building of socialist society, Soviet scholars in the field of 
library organisation have painstakingly collected and studied 
Lenin's articles, reports, speeches, letters, notes, draft gov 
ernment resolutions and other documents containing his in 
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structions on various problems in the theory and practice of 
library organisation and bibliography Nadezhda Konstan 
tinovna Krupskaya played a role of extreme significance in 
spreading the Lemnist legacy in the field of library organisa 
ton Her work What Lenin Wrote and Said about Libraries 
has been published five times since. 1929 

The work of collecting and studying Lenin's documents 1s 
being continued by the Lenin State Library of the USSR 
On the basis of N K Krupskaya's work its workers com 
piled ın 1960 the collection Lenin on Library Organisation, 
which was published by the State Political Literature Pub 
lishing House In the late sixties a special commission of the 
Lenin State Library of the USS R on problems concerning 
the study of the Lenin legacy on library organisation. and 
bibhography prepared a capital thematic collection, Lenin 
and Library Organisation, which was published in 1969 by 
the Kniga Publishers This was the most complete collection 
of Lenin documents on library construction These collec 
tions of Lenin s works have repeatedly been translated and 
published in both socialist and capitalist countries (Bulgaria, 
Hungary, the GDR, Czechoslovakia, Britain, Japan and 
others) 

The thematic collection V I Lenin and Library Organisa 
tion had a second edition in the Soviet Union ın 1977 and 
provided the basis for the present publication However, in 
view of the difference in size between the collections,* the 
structure and order of presentation of the material have been 
altered The present publication contains all Lenin’s principal 
works and documents which make it possible to acquire 
a thorough knowledge of V I Lenin's views on the theory 
and practice of library organisation and bibliography, trace 
his participation ın solving problems in this field at sittings 
of the Soviet Government and to form an idea of his work 
in Soviet and foreign libraries In accordance with the afore 
mentioned, the present collection contains the sections 
"Lenin on Libraries in Russia and Other Countries Before 
the Great October Socialist Revolution“, Lenin on Library 
Organisation in Socialist Society", ‘“‘Lemn’s Research Work 
in Soviet and Foreign Libraries", “Decrees and Resolutions 


* The Collection V I Lenn and Library Organisation. (2nd. edition 
revised and enlarged Moscow Kniga Publishers 1977 431 pp ) published 
in Russian contains some 300 works documents and other material 
whereas the present publication includes some 150 documents 
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of the Soviet Government on Library Organisation and Bib- 
hography", “Reminiscences of Vladimir Ilyich Lenin". and 
Appendixes 

The Appendixes contain letters to Lenin and documents 
on hbrary organisation written on his instructions and a hst 
of the questions concerning libraries and bibliography 
examined at sittings of the Council of People's Commissars 
under V I Lenin's chairmanship 

The material in each section 1s arranged in chronological 
order 

In writing the notes to the works, documents and other 
material use was made of the reference apparatus of the Col 
lected Works of V I Lenin, Lenin Miscellanies and archive 
material 

In order to make it easier to find the material required, 
the collection 1s DD with a subject index 

The material of the collection was prepared for printing by 
N L Rozhkov 

Some of the English texts contained in this collection 
are taken from the English edition of V I Lenin's Collected 
Works n 45 volumes prepared by Progress Publishers, 
Moscow, as ıs indicated in the right hand endings, others 
have been translated by Richard Dixon 


PARTY ORGANISATION AND PARTY 
LITERATURE 


The new conditions for Social Democratic work in Russia 
which have arisen since the October revolution have brought 
the question of party literature to the fore The distinction 
between the illegal and the legal press, that melancholy heri 
tage of the epoch of feudal, autocratic Russia, 1s beginning 
to disappear It is not yet dead, by a long way The hypocri 
tical government of our Prime Minister 1s still. running 
amuck, so much so that /zvestia Soveta Rabochikh Deputatov 
is printed “illegally”, but apart from bringing disgrace on 
the government, apart from striking further moral blows at 
it, nothing comes of the stupid attempts to "prohibit" that 
which the government is powerless to thwart 

So long as there was a distinction between the illegal and 
the legal press, the question of the party and non party press 
was decided extremely simply and in an extremely false and 
abnormal way The entire illegal press was a party press, 
being published by organisations and run by groups which in 
one way or another were linked with groups of practical 
party workers The entire legal press was non party since 
parties were banned but it “gravitated’’ towards one party 
or another Unnatural alliances, strange ‘‘bed fellows” and 
false cover-devices were inevitable The forced reserve of 
those who wished to express party views merged with the ım 
mature thinking or mental cowardice of those who had not 
rsen to these views and who were not, in effect, party 
people 

An accursed period of Aesopian language, hterary bon 
dage, slavish speech, and ideological serfdom! The proletar 
iat has put an end to this foul atmosphere which stifled 
everything living and fresh in Russia But so far the proletar 
iat has won only half freedom for Russia 


15 


The revolution is not yet completed While tsarism is no 
longer strong enough to defeat the revolution, the revolution 
is not yet strong enough to defeat tsarism And we are living 
in times when everywhere and in everything there operates 
this unnatural combination of open, forthright, direct and 
consistent party spirit with an underground, covert, “diplo 
matic” and dodgy "legality" This unnatural combination 
makes itself felt even in our newspaper for all Mr Guch 
kov’s witticisms about Social Democratic tyranny forbidding 
the publication of moderate liberal bourgeois newspapers, 
the fact remains that Proletary, the Central Organ of 
the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party, still remains 
outside the locked doors of autocratic, police ridden 
Russia 

Be that as it may, the half way revolution compels all of 
us to set to work at once organising the whole thing on new 
lines Today literature, even that published "legally" can be 
nine tenths party literature It must become party literature 
In contradistinction to bourgeois customs, to the profit mak 
ing, commercialised bourgeois press, to bourgeois literary 
careerism and individualism, ‘‘aristocratic anarchism” and 
drive for profit, the socialist proletariat must put forward the 
principle of party literature, must develop this principle 
and mt it into practice as fully and completely as 
possible 

What ıs this principle of party literature? It ıs not simply 
that, for the socialist proletariat, literature cannot be 
a means of enriching individuals or groups it cannot, in 
fact, be an individual undertaking, independent of the com 
mon cause of the proletanat Down with non partisan 
writers! Down with literary supermen! Literature must 
become part of the common cause of the proletariat, “a cog 
and a screw” of one single great Social Democratic 
mechanism set in motion by the entire politically-conscious 
vanguard of the entire working class Literature must 
become a component of organised, planned and integrated 
Social Democratic Party work 

“All comparisons are lame," says a German proverb So is 
my comparison of literature with a cog, of a living move 
ment with a mechanism And I daresay there will even be 
hysterical intellectuals to raise a howl about such a compart 
son, which degrades, deadens, “‘bureaucratises” the free bat 
tle of ideas, freedom of criticism, freedom of hterary crea 
uon, etc, etc Such outcries, in point of fact, would be 
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nothing more than an expression of bourgeois intellectual in 
dividualism There is no question that literature is least of all 
subject to mechanical adjustment or levelling, to the rule of 
the majority over the minority There i5 no question, either, 
that in this field greater scope must undoubtedly be allowed 
for personal initiative, individual inclination, thought and 
fantasy, form and content All this is undeniable, but all this 
simply shows that the literary side of the proletarian party 
cause cannot be mechanically identified with its other sides 
This, however, does not in the least refute the proposition, 
ahen and strange to the bourgeoisie and bourgeois democ 
racy, that literature must by all means and necessarily 
become an element of Social Democratic Party work, inse 
parably bound up with the other elements Newspapeis must 
become the organs of the various party organisations, and 
their writers. must by all means become members of these 
organisations Publishing and distributing centres, bookshops 
and reading rooms, libraries and similar establishments 
must all be under party control The organised socialist pro 
letariat must keep an eye on all this work, supervise ıt in its 
entirety, and, from beginning to end, without any exception, 
infuse into it the life stream of the living proletarian cause, 
thereby cutting the ground from under the old, semi Oblo 
mov, semi shopkeeper Russian principle the writer does the 
writing, the reader does the reading 

We are not suggesting, of course, that this transformation 
of literary work, which has been defiled by the Asiatic cen 
sorship and the European bourgeoisie, can be accomplished 
all at once Far be it from us to advocate any kind of stan 
dardised system, or a solution by means of a few decrees 
Cut and dried schemes are least of all applicable here What 
is needed is that the whole of our Party, and the entire poli 
tically-conscious Social Democratic proletariat throughout 
Russia, should become aware of this new problem, specify it 
clearly and everywhere set about solving ıt Emerging from 
the captivity of the feudal censorship, we have no desire to 
become, and shall not become, prisoners of bourgeois shop 
keeper literary relations We want to establish, and we shall 
establish, a free press, free not simply from the police, but 
also from capital, from careerism, and what is more, free 
from bourgeois anarchist individualism 

These last words may sound paradoxical, or an affront to 
the reader What! some intellectual, an ardent champion of 
liberty, may shout What, you want to impose collective con 
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trol on such a delicate, individual matter as literary work! 
You want workmen to decide questions of science, philoso 
phy, or aesthetics by a majority of votes! You deny 
the absolute freedom of absolutely individual ideological 
work! 

Calm yourselves, gentlemen! First of all, we are discussing 
Party literature and its subordination to Party control 
Everyone 1s free to write and say whatever he likes, without 
any restrictions But every voluntary association (including 
the party) 1s also free to expel members who use the name of 
the party to advocate anti party views Freedom of speech 
and the press must be complete But then freedom of asso 
ciation must be complete too I am bound to accord you, in 
the name of free speech, the full mght to shout, lie and write 
to your heart s content But you are bound to grant me, in 
the name of freedom of association, the right to enter into, 
or withdraw from, association with people advocating this or 
that view The party 1s a voluntary association, which would 
inevitably break up, first ideologically and then physically, if 
it did not cleanse itself of people advocating anti party views 
And to define the border line between party and anti party 
there 1s the party programme, the party’s resolutions on tac 
tics and its rules and, lastly, the entire experience of interna 
tional Social Democracy, the voluntary international associa 
tons of the proletanat, which has constantly brought into its 
partes individual elements and trends not fully consistent, 
not completely Marxist and not altogether correct and 
which, on the other hand, has constantly conducted periodi 
cal “cleansings” if its ranks So it will be with us too, sup- 
porters of bourgeois “freedom of criticism”, within the Party 
We are now becoming a mass party all at once, changing 
abruptly to an open organisation, and it 1s inevitable that we 
shall be joined by many who are inconsistent (from the 
Marxist standpoint), perhaps we shall be joined even by 
some Christian elements, and even by some mystics We 
have sound stomachs and we are rock like Marxists We 
shall digest those inconsistent elements Freedom of thought 
and freedom of criticism within the Party will never make us 
forget about the freedom of organising people into those 
voluntary associations known as parties 

Secondly, we must say to you bourgeois individualists that 
your talk about absolute freedom is sheer hypocrisy There 
can be no real and effective “freedom” in a society based on 
the power of money, in a society in which the masses of 


18 


working people live in poverty and the handful of rich live 
like parasites. Are you free in relation to your bourgeois 
publisher, Mr. Writer, in relation to your bourgeois public, 
which demands that you provide it with pornography in 
frames* and paintings, and prostitution as a "supplement" 
to "sacred" scenic art? This absolute freedom is a bourgeois 
or an anarchist phrase (since, as a world outiook, anarchism 
is bourgeois philosophy turned inside out). One cannot live 
in society and be free from society. The freedom of the bour- 
geois writer, artist or actress is simply masked (or hypocriti- 
cally masked) dependence on the money-bag, on corruption, 
on prostitution. 

And we socialists expose this hypocrisy and rip off the 
false labels, not in order to arrive at a non-class literature 
and art (that will be possible only in a socialist extra-class 
society), but to contrast this hypocritically free literature, 
which is in reality linked to the bourgeoisie, with a really 
free one that will be openly linked to the proletariat. 

It will be a free literature, because the idea of socialism 
and sympathy with the working people, and not greed or 
careerism, will bring ever new forces to its ranks. It will be 
a free literature, because it will serve, not some satiated her- 
oine, not the bored "upper ten thousand" suffering from 
fatty degeneration, but the millions and tens of millions of 
working people - the flower of the country, its strength and 
its future. It will be a free literature, enriching the last word 
in the revolutionary thought of mankind with the experience 
and living work of the socialist proletariat, bringing about 
permanent interaction between the experience of the past 
(scientific socialism, the completion of the development of 
socialism from its primitive, utopian forms) and the expe- 
rience of the present (the present struggle of the worker 
comrades). 

To work, then, comrades! We are faced with a new and 
difficult task. But it is a noble and grateful one—to organise 
a broad, multiform and varied literature inseparably linked 
with the Social-Democratic working-class movement. All 
Social-Democratic literature must become Party literature. 
Every newspaper, journal, publishing house, etc., must im- 
mediately set about reorganising its work, leading up to 
a situation in which it will, in one form or another, be inte- 


$ There must be a misprint in the source, which says ramkakh (frames), 
while the context suggests romanakh (novels).— Ed. 
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grated into one Party organisation or another Only then will 
"Social Democratic" literature really become worthy of that 
name, only then will it be able to fulfil its duty and, even 
within the framework of bourgeois society, break out of 
bourgeois slavery and merge with the movement of the really 
advanced and thoroughly revolutionary class 


Novaya Zhizn No 12, Collected Works Vol 10 
November 13 1905 pp 44-49 


Signed N Lenin 


LENIN ON LIBRARIFS IN RUSSIA 
AND OTHFR COUNTRIFS BEFORE 
THE GREAT OCTOBER SOCIALIST REVOLUTION 


From NOTES TO THE RUSSIAN TRANSLATION 
OF HISTORY OF TRADE UNIONISM, 
BY SIDNEY AND BEATRICE WEBB' 


Translated from the [tnglish by Vladimir Ilyin 
Vol I, St Petersburg, 1900, Vol II, St Petersburg, 1901 


To Volume I 


[March, not earlier than 8 (20) August 16 (28), 1898] 
P 8 The Place MS* 

* The Place manuscript Francis Place was a self em 
ployed tailor who worked energetically ın the English labour 
movement at the beginning of the nineteenth century and 
contributed most to the success of the political campaign 
which led to the abolition (in. 1825) of the laws against 
workers’ coalitions He left a most valuable collection of 
materials and manuscripts (preserved in the British Museum) 
relating to the abolition of these laws About him cf Webb, 
History of Trade Unionism 


To Volume II 
[Beginning of September 1899 January 19 (31), 1900) 


P 722 


Appendix IV ın the original by S and B Webb consists of 
“A Supplement to the Bibliography of Trade Unionism" 
(pp 878 900 ın Vol II of Industrial Democracy), 1 e, a sup 
plement to the bibliography of trade unionism given in 
Appendix VI of their History of Trade Unionism, where it 
took up forty four pages The German translator of the His 
tory of Trade Unionism omitted. this bibliography, and the 
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German translator of Industrial Democracy gave it together 
with the supplement to it and reprinted a list of 1,411 titles 
of books and pamphlets taking up 58 pages of small type 

We decided to omit the bibliography from the Russian 
translation, since to print several hundred titles of foreign, 
mostly English, books would only have increased the volume 
of the book and raised its cost without any practical profit 
to the Russian reader In actual fact, all the books which 
a reader interested in them could obtain in Russia are named 
with all details in the notes to the text and it would have 
been superfluous to reprint all those names in a special list 
All the other books and pamphlets are of such a special 
character that one can acquire a knowledge of them only in 
England, as they cannot be obtained through any book 
sellers Even in the world famous book depository of the Bri 
tish Museum most of these books are not to be obtained 
They have been collected mainly by private individuals for 
instance, the authors mention the collections of Professor 
H S Foxwel, St Johns College, Cambridge, and of 
Mr John Burns The personal collection of Sidney and Bea 


"TETTE 


The room in P A Petrovas house in the village 
of Shushenskoye where Lenin and Krupskaya lived 
from July 1888 to 29 January 1900 
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trice Webb comprising several thousand manuscript and 
printed documents relating to trade unionism, has now 
become available to all researchers owing to the Webbs’ hav 
ing placed it in the British. Library of Political Science 
(10 Adelphi Terrace, Strand, London, director, Professor 
W A S Hewins), which was founded for the express purpose 
of collecting these and other documents and materials for 
sociological studies 


Lenin 
Miscellany XXXIX 


ON BEHALF OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
OF THE RUSSIAN SOCIAL-DEMOCRATIC 
LABOUR PARTY? 


We whole heartedly welcome the excellent 1dea of the 
“Group of Founders" to set up a library and archives of the 
Central Committee of the Russian Social Democratic Labour 
Party, and earnestly request all comrades and all those sym 
pathising with this long overdue measure to give every pos 
sible assistance to our comrades who have undertaken the 
effort in organising this complex and important business 


Central Committee of the RSDLP 
January 29, 1904 


Published in January 1904 Collected Works Vol 41 
together with the appeal by the p lll 
Group of Founders in a separate 

leaflet To One and All 


STATEMENT BY THE GROUP OF FOUNDERS 
OF THE RSDLP LIBRARY AT GENEVA? 


The group which initiated the establishment of the 
RSDLP hbrary at Geneva has unanimously decided to 
hand it over to the Majority Committees’ Bureau for the 
general management of the hbrary pending a decision by the 
Third Party Congress 
Wntten in late December 1904 Collected Works Vol 41 

and early January 1905 p 136 


First published in 1934 
in Lenin. Miscellany XXVI 


23 


From a Letter TO MARIA ANDREYEVA4 


Dear Maria Fyodorovna, 

I enclose a letter from our librarian to A M 

The thing is this I want very much A M to write a legal 
open letter to the Russian papers, asking assistance for the 
Kuklin Library in. Geneva? by the dispatch to it of news 
papers of the period of the revolution and material on its 

istory 

A very short letter explaining to the general public why 
assistance to the library is also important for the work 
both of Gorky himself and of many other literary men 
he knows 

I would ask you to arrange to have the letter hectographed 
(I hope Zinovy Alexeyevich® will not refuse to help in this) 
and sent to all Russian newspapers and journals of a more or 
less decent trend 

Please organise all this! 


Written at the end of April 1908 Collected Works Vol 36 


Sent from Geneva to Capri p 161 


First published ın 1930 
in Lenin. Miscellany XIII 


TO V A KARPINSKY 


Dear K, 


Please let us know what you have decided to do with the 
library 7 Is it true that the talks with the students’ society are 
not yet over? 

i or 1S it true that you have finally decided not to 
0 

Was it Victor? who dissuaded you? I am a httle 
angry with him for going away alone, depriving us here 
of the assistance of a most useful administrator, which I con 
sider him to be He is now “for Geneva” I believe this 1s 
a mistake we shall not go to Geneva 

Do you have a catalogue of the Bolshevik (Bonch) lib 
rary?? If so, kindly send it to us 

I am awaiting more definite news about your moving 
There 1s talk here in the Editorial Board about transferring 
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only the Bonch library We must know definitely, and as 
soon as possible, 
Regards to Olga, Nik Iv and other friends, 
All the best 


Yours, 
Lenin 
Written in the first. half Collected Works Vol 43 
of October 1909 pp 225 26 


Sent from Paris to Geneva 


First published in 1930 
in Lenin Miscellany XIII 


THE CHARACTER AND ORGANISATIONAL FORMS 
OF PARTY WORK !9 


From Resolutions 
of the Sixth (Prague) All Russia 
Conference of the RSDLP 


Recognising that the experience of the past three years has 
undoubtedly confirmed the main provisions of the resolution 
on the problem of organisation carried by the December 
(1908) Conference, and assuming that the new upswing of 
the working-class movement makes possible the further de 
velopment of organisational forms of Party work along the 
lines indicated therein, 1 e, by the formation of illegal 
Social Democratic nuclei surrounded by as wide a network 
as possible of every kind of legal workers' associations, 

The Conference considers that 

(1) It 1s essential for illegal Party organisations to partici 
pate actively in the leadership of the economic struggle 
(strikes, strike committees, etc ), and to ensure co operation 
in this sphere between the illegal Party nuclei and the trade 
unions, in particular with the S D nucle in the trade 
unions, and also with various leaders of the trade union 
movement, 

(2) It ıs desirable that S D nuclei in unions organised on 
an industrial basis should, whenever local conditions permit, 
function in conjunction with Party branches organised on 
a territorial basis, 

(3) It 1s essential for the maximum possible initiative to be 
shown ın the organisation of SD work m legally existing 
associations unions, reading rooms, libraries, various types 
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of workers’ entertamment societies, the circulation of the 
trade union journals and the guidance of the trade union 
press in the spirit of Marxism, the use of the Duma speeches 
of the S D members, the training of workers to become legal 
lecturers, the creation (in connection with the elections to the 
Fourth Duma) of workers’ and other voters’ committees for 
each district, each street, etc , and the organisation of Social 
Democratic campaigns ın connection with the elections to 
municipal bodies, etc , 

(4) It 1s essential to make special efforts to strengthen and 
increase the number of illegal Party nuclei, and to seek for 
new organisational forms for them of the greatest possible 
flexibility, to establish and strengthen leading illegal Party 
organisations in every town and to propagate such forms of 
mass illegal organisations as "exchanges", factory Party 
meetings, and so on, 

(5) It is desirable to draw the study circles into everyday 
practical work the distribution of illegal Social Democratic 
and legal Marxist literature, and so on, 

(6) It 1s essential to bear in mind that systematic agitation 
through S D literature and particularly the regular distribu 
tion of the illegal Party paper, issued frequently and regu 
larly can have a tremendous significance for the establish 
ment of organisational links, both between the illegal nuclei, 


and between the S D nuclei in legally existing workers’ 
associations 


Written m January 1912 Collected Works Vol 17 


Published in February 1912 pp 472 74 
in a pamphlet Ali Russian 
Conference of the RSD LP 
Central Committee Publishing 
House Paris 


TO MAXIM GORKY! 


I had hardly posted my previous letter when I received 
yours about the library The plan to collect material on the 
history of the revolution is magnificent I welcome it with all 
my heart and wish it success 

As for Bebutov, he told me when I met him in May in 
Berlin that he had given the library to the Vorstand (the 
CC of the German Social Democrats) ın such a way that he 
could not take it back I have his letter saying that this lt 
brary was to be donated to the Social Democratic Party when 
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it was united etc I’m afraid that means there's nothing to 
be done But all the same you ought to try to get in touch 
with Bebutov 


VI Ilym 
Wntten in the second half Collected Works Vol 43 
of October 1912 pp 304-05 


Sent from Cracow to Capri 

First published on April 21 1960 

in the newspaper Komsomolskaya 
Pravda No 95 


From ORGANISATION OF THE MASSES 
BY THE GERMAN CATHOLICS !2 


The Catholics, when attacking the Social Democrats, 
usually accuse the Social Democratic agitators of living on 
the workers coppers But in their own organisation the Cath 
olics themselves act in precisely the same way 1n every place 
of any importance they have paid agitators 

Work at the party executive 1s organised on strictly factory 
lines Twenty special officials are in charge of * literature" 
one handles theology, another, the agrarian question, a third, 
the Social Democratic movement, a fourth, the artisans, etc 
They make cuttings and extracts from newspapers and jour 
nals, and keep a card index They have a staff of steno 
graphers A special library has 40 000 volumes They draw up 
letters to the press reports" which are published by 
dozens of Catholic papers Special branches of this corres 
pondence deal with ‘social and political questions” and 
“apologetics (1e, defence of religion and Christianity) 
Series of booklets are published on all questions As many as 
5,000 sets of speakers notes on various subjects are sent out 
every year A special department deals with propaganda by 
films An information bureau answers queries of every kind 
free of charge in 1912 it answered over 18,000,000 

Catholic students are regularly recruited for propaganda 
and agitation, particularly during vacations The agents (of 
whom there are several tens of thousands) attend special 
“social courses’ There are special two month courses at the 
party executive for training ' to fight the Social Democrats 
There are special fortnightly courses for peasants, teachers, 
shop assistants, etc 
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The reactionary German Catholics are rather well 
organised But all their work is a feeble imitation of the 
work of the German Social Democrats 


Wnitten on May 20 (June 2) 1913 Collected coy Vol 36 
Published on May 26 1913 in Pravda PP 4e 
No 12 


From CHEAP MEAT FOR THE “PEOPLE” ? 


Civilisation, freedom, cheap products, revival of 
trade everything is for the people! Whenever you see an 
advertisement ‘ People's Quarters Society” you can be sure 
that the cellar or garret will be cheap and under medical 
supervision ıt won t kill you of course, but you will get TB 

Whenever you see a signboard ‘ People's Dining Hall" 
don’t hesitate to go in You will be served cheap boiled meat 
which has gone through the slaughter house under supervi 
sion, and which has not gone through the slaughter house 
without supervision 

Whenever you see a signboard ‘People’s Library” you 
can afford to exult There you will find cheap or even free 
pamphlets issued by the Union of the Russian People !4 or 
the All Russia Nationalist Club, under the medical supervi 
sion of the spiritual censorship 


Wntten on June 8 (21) 1913 Collected Works Vol 41 
Published on June 16 1913 p 2 
in. Pravda No 137 
Signed. V 


EXCERPT FROM THE BULLETIN 
OF THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
1912, NO 215 


[Bibhographical, Statistical and Other Excerpts 
and Notes on Various Questions] 


Bulletin of the New York Public Library (476 Fifth. Avenue, 
New York City) 


I dollar per annum (12 issues), single issues 10 cents 
No 2 (1912, No 2) contains a report for 1911 (Number of 
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volumes as of 31 XII 1911 839,867 } Circulation for home 
reading" 7,914,882 volumes 267 volumes per person 
(Manhattan + Bronx + Richmond 2,962,000 residents) 
Number of persons who took out books 316,908 the li 
brary has 43 sections (sections in different parts of the city) 
‘t Readers and visitors” 1,658,376 ( looked through 
911,891 volumes") Expenditure 1,114,179 95 dollars (sam 
ple of modern ‘culture °) (Has books ın the Russian and 
other languages) More than 20,000 Jewish books 16,500 
Slavonic volumes 


Wntten not later than July 18 1913 


First published in. 1938 
in. Lenin. Miscellany XXXI 


WHAT CAN BE DONE FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION !6 


There are quite a number of rotten prejudices current in 
the Western countries of which Holy Mother Russia is free 
They assume there, for instance, that huge public libraries 
containing hundreds of thousands and millions of volumes, 
should certainly not be reserved only for the handful of 
scholars or would be scholars that uses them Over there 
they have set themselves the strange, incomprehensible and 
barbaric aim of making these gigantic, boundless libraries 
available, not to a guild of scholars, professors and other 
such specialists, but to the masses, to the crowd, to the mob! 

What a desecration of the libraries! What an absence of 
the “law and order’ we are so justly proud of Instead of 
regulations, discussed and elaborated by a dozen committees 
of civil servants inventing hundreds of formalities and obsta 
cles to the use of books, they see to it that even children can 
make use of the rich collections, that readers can read pub 
licly-owned books at home, they regard as the pride and 
glory of a public library, not the number of rarities ıt con 
tains, the number of sixteenth century editions or tenth-cen 
tury manuscripts, but the extent to which books are distri 
buted among the people, the number of new readers enrolled, 
the speed with which the demand for any book is met, the 
number of books issued to be read at home, the number of 
children attracted to reading and to the use of the library 
These queer prejudices are widespread ın the Western states, 
and we must be glad that those who keep watch and ward 
over us protect us with care and circumspection from the in 
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fluence of these prejudices, protect our rich public libraries 
from the mob, from the Aor pollot' 

I have before me the report of the New York Public Li 
brary for 1911 

That year the Public Library in New York was moved 
from two old buildings to new premises erected by the city 
The total number of books 1s now about two million It so 
happened that the first book asked for when the reading 
room opened its doors was in Russian It was a work by 
N Grot, The Moral Ideals of Our Times The request for 
the book was handed in at eight minutes past nine ın the 
morning The book was delivered to the reader at nine 
fifteen 

In the course of the year the library was visited by 
1 658 376 people There were 246,950 readers using the read 
ing room and they took out 911,891 books 

This, however, is only a srhall part of the book circulation 
effected by the library Only a few people can visit. the 
library The rational organisation of educational work 
ıs measured by the number of books issued to be read at 
home, by the conveniences available to the majority of the 
population 

In three boroughs of New York Manhattan, Bronx and 
Richmond the New York Public Library has forty two 
branches and will soon have a forty third (the total popula 
tion of the three boroughs 1s almost three million) The aim 
that 1s constantly pursued 1s to have a branch of the Public 
Library within three quarters of a verst, 1 e, within ten 
minutes’ walk of the house of every inhabitant, the branch 
library being the centre of all kinds of institutions and estab 
lishments for public education 

Almost eight million (7,914 882 volumes) were issued to 
readers at home, 400,000 more than in 1910 To each 
hundred members of the population of all ages and both 
sexes, 267 books were issued for reading at home in the 
course of the year 

Each of the forty two branch libraries not only provides 
for the use of reference books in the building and the 1s 
sue of books to be read at home, it is also a place for 
evening lectures, for public meetings and for rational 
entertainment 

The New York Public Library contains about 15,000 
books in oriental languages, about 20,000 in Yiddish and 
about 16,000 in the Slav languages In the main reading 
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room there are about 20,000 books standing on open shelves 
for general use 

The New York Public Library has opened a special, cen 
tral, reading room for children, and similar institutions. are 
gradually being opened at all branches The librarians do 
everything for the children's convenience and answer their 
questions The number of books children took out to read at 
home was 2,859,888, slightly under three million (more than 
a third of the total) The number of children visiting the 
reading room was 1,120 915 

As far as losses are concerned the New York Public Li 
brary assesses the number of books lost at 70 80 90 per 
100,000 issued to be read at home 

Such is the way things are done in New York And in 
Russia? 


Rabochava Pravda No 5, Collected Works Vol 19 
July 18 1913 pp 277 79 
Signed W 


INSERTION FOR N K KRUPSKAYA’S ARTICLE 
“ON THE QUESTION OF THE POLICY 
OF THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC EDUCATION” !7 


There are hardly any illiterates ın the civilised countries 
An effort is made to get the people into the schools Every 
thing 1s done to set up libraries. Over here, the Ministry of 
Public, what you might call, * Education" resorts to the most 
desperate efforts, to the most ignominous police measures to 
hamper the cause of education and to prevent the people 
from acquiring knowledge! Over here, the Ministry has de 
stroyed school libraries!! No civilised country in the world 
still has any special rules agamst libraries, or such a foul in 
stitution as the censorship But over here, apart from the per 
secution of the press in general, apart from the wild mea 
sures agaist libraries in general, rules which are a hundred 
times more restrictive are being issued agaist the public 
libraries! This is an outrageous policy of benighting the peo 
ple, an outrageous policy of the landowners, who want the 
country to become barbaric Some rich men, like Pavlen 
kov, !8 have donated money for public libraries Now, the 
wild landowners’ government has destroyed the libraries 
Isn t it about time for those who want to help education in 
Russia to understand that the money should be donated not 
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for the libraries which are under the Ministry and are due to 
be destroyed, but for the struggle for political freedom, with 
out which Russia 1s suffocating in barbarism 


Wntten in January 1914 Collected Works Vol 41 


First published in. 1961 pp 32324 
Lemn Collected Works 
Fifth Russ ed Vol 24 


From a Letter TO S G SHAHUMYAN !9 


I propose the following plan to you ın addition In order 
to combat the stupidity of the ‘cultural national 
autonomists", 1t ts necessary for the Russian Social Democ 
ratic Labour group to bring in a Bill in the Duma for the 
equality of nations and the defence of the rights of national 
minorities 

Let s draft such a Bill The general principles of equality 
the division of the country into autonomous and self govern 
ing territorial units according to, among other things, 
nauonality (the local population indicates the boundaries, 
the State Parliament endorses them) the limits of powers of 
autonomous regions and areas, as well as of self governing 
local units illegality of any departure from the equality of 
nations in the decisions of the autonomous regions, 
Zemstvos, etc, common school councils, democratically 
elected, etc, freedom and equality of language choice of 
languages by municipal institutions, etc defence of minori 
ties the right to a proportional share of expenditure, to 
school premises (free) for pupils of “alen” nationalities, to 
have 'alien" teachers, “alen” departments in museums and 
libraries, theatres, etc the right of every citizen to seek can 
cellation (by the courts) of every departure from equality in 
respect of any “infringement” of the rights of national 
minorities (five year censuses of the population in mixed 
regions, ten year censuses in the state as a whole), etc 

I have a feeling that by this means we could give a 
popular explanation of the stupidity of cultural national 
autonomy and kill the supporters of this stupidity for good 


Written on May 19 1914 
Sent from Poronin to Baku Colleeted Works NO 33 


First published ın 1930 gud 
in Lenin Miscellany XIII 


32 


BOOK REVIEW 


N A Rubakin, Among Books, Vol Il 
Nauka Publishers, Moscow, 1913 
Price 4 rubles. Second Edition " 


This bulky tome of 930 large pages of very small type, 
printed partly in double columns, 1s an “attempt to review 
Russian book treasures ın connection with the history of 
scientific philosophical and hterary social ideas” Thus runs 
the subtitle of the book 

The second volume, which we are here reviewing, covers 
the various fields of the social sciences This includes, among 
others, socialism ın Western Europe as well as in Russia 
A publication of this type 1s obviously of great interest, and 
the author’s plan 1s on the whole a correct one It 1s really 
impossible to give a sensible "review of Russian book trea 
sures” and a "work of reference" for self education and 
libraries otherwise than ın connection with the history of 
ideas What it needed here is "preliminary remarks" to every 
section (these the author provides) with a general survey of 
the subject and an accurate summary of each ideological 
trend, as well as a list of books for the particular section and 
for each ideological trend 

The author and his numerous collaborators, as mentioned 
in the preface, have expended an enormous amount of 
labour and started an extremely valuable undertaking, which 
deserves from us the cordial wish that 1t may grow and de 
velop in scope and depth Very valuable, among other 
things, 1s the fact that the author excludes neither foreign 
publications nor publications that have been prosecuted No 
decent library can dispense with Mr Rubakin’s work 

The faults of this book are its author s eclecticism and the 
fact that he does not sufficiently enlist, or rather, that he has 
barely begun to enlist, the co operation of specialists on 
definite subjects 

The first fault 1s perhaps due to the author’s peculiar aver 
sion for “polemics” In his preface, Mr Rubakin says 
“Never in my hfe have I taken part in any polemics, for 
I believe that in the overwhelming majority of cases polemics 
are one of the best means of obscuring the truth with all 
sorts of human emotions " The author does not realise, for 
one thing, that there has never been, nor can there be, any 
human search for truth without “human emotions” The 
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author forgets, secondly, that he has set out to review “the 
history of 1deas", and the history of ideas is that of the suc- 
cession, and consequently of the conflict of ideas. 

One of the two- either we ignore the conflict of ideas, in 
which case it is rather difficult to undertake a review of its 
history (let alone participate in this conflict), or else we 
abandon the claim “never to take part in any polemics”. For 
example: I turn to Mr. Rubakin's "preliminary remarks" on 
the theory of political economy and at once see that the 
author escapes from this dilemma firstly by means of veiled 
polemics (a form that has all the demerits of polemics and 
none of its great merits), and, secondly, by defending 
eclecticism. 

In his outline of Bogdanov's Short Course, Mr. Rubakin 
"ventures" to note the "interesting" similarity between one 
of the deductions made by the “Marxist” author and 
Pec maaan well-known formula of progress” 
p. 815). 

O, Mr. Rubakin, who says, “Never in my life have I taken 
part in any polemics”... 

On the preceding page he eulogises the “strictly scientific 
method, profound analysis and critical attitude towards 
extremely important theories" of-who would you think?- 
that exemplary eclecticist Mr. Tugan-Baranovsky! Mr. Ru- 
bakin himself is compelled to admit that this professor is 
somewhat of an adherent of Marxism, somewhat of an 
adherent of Narodism and somewhat of an adherent of the 
"theory of marginal utility", and yet calls him a “socialist”! 
Does not writing a monstrous thing like this amount to in- 
dulging in polemics of the worst kind against socialism? 

Had Mr. Rubakin divided the 14,000 odd words (i.e., 
a whole pamphlet) which he wrote as an introduction to the 
literature on political economy, into four parts, and had he 
arranged to have them written by, say, a Black-Hundred- 
man, a liberal, a Narodnik, and a Marxist, we would have 
had a more public polemic, and 999 readers out of a thou- 
sand would have discovered the truth a thousand times more 
easily and quickly. 

Mr. Rubakin has resorted to this kind of device—that of 
enlisting the co-operation of representatives of ““po- 
lemics" —in the question of Bolshevism and Menshevism, and 
devoted half a page to me and another half to L. Martov. As 
far as I am concerned, I am quite satisfied with L. Martov's 
exposition, for example, with his admission that liquida- 
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tionism amounts to attempts "at creating a legal workers’ 
party”, and to “a negative attitude to surviving underground 
organisations" (pp 77172), or with. his. admission that 
*Menshevism saw no other way in which the proletariat 
could take a useful part in the crisis" (1 e, that of 1905) 
"except by helping the bourgeois liberal democrats ın their 
attempts to eject the reactionary section of the propertied 
classes from political power but while rendering this assis 
tance, the proletariat was to maintain its complete political 
independence” (772) 

As soon as Mr Rubakin continues this outline of Menshe 
vism on his own, he falls into error for example, his asser 
tion that Axelrod “withdrew” from hquidationism together 
with Plekhanov (772) While we do not blame Mr Rubakin 
very much for such errors which are inevitable in the initial 
stages of a work of this varied and compilatory nature, yet 
we cannot help wishing that the author would more often 
employ the method of enlisting the co operation of represen 
tatives of the different trends in all fields of knowledge This 
would make for greater accuracy and completeness of the 
work, as well as for its impartiality, only eclecticism and 
veiled polemics stand to lose by this 


Prosveshcheniye No 4, Collected Works Vol 20 
April 1914 pp 259 61 
Signed V I 

NOTES 


1 While in exile in the village of Shushenskoye Lenin spent a few months 
translating into Russian Vol I of History of Trade Unionism by Sidney 
and Beatrice Webb and writing footnotes to it A year later Lenin set 
down to editing the Russian translation of Vol II of that book How 
ever apart from editing he had to do a new translation of a considerable 
part of the text and write a number of footnotes Besides he compiled 
a subject index which included items on philosophy political economy 
and condition of the working class Unemployment Unemployed 
Eight hour working day Dockers Capital causes influencing its accu 
mulation Conservatism in trade unionism Malthusianism Marx, Karl 
Negroes lack of minimum wage Owen Robert House of Lords its 
commission dealing with the sweat system Relef for unemployed Pro- 
fit Strikes Wage fund, theory of Prices ratio to wages Fines etc $ 
Nadezhda Krupskaya also took part in the translation 

Beatrice and Sidney Webb well known British public figures, 
authors of books on history and theory of the English labour movement 

2 Early in January 1904 a group of Bolsheviks in Geneva founded a li 
brary and archives of the RSDLP Lenin approved of this undertak 
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ing and he and Krupskaya donated books from their personal library to 
it On February 7 (20) 1904 Lenin as member of the CC RSDLP 
signed Regulations of the Library and Archives of the CC 
RSDLP which defined the rules of this institution By September 
1904 the Central Party Library had over 3 700 volumes in Russian and 
other languages Later the library stock continued to grow 

In December 1910 after Lenin and the central bodies of the 
RSDLP moved to France the greater part of the library was trans 
ferred to Paris and handed over to the management of the Russian Tur 
genev Library on a contractual basis. At present the library stock and 
archives of the RSD LP (B) are kept at the Institute of Marxism 
Leninism CC CPSU ın Moscow 
The Majority Committees Bureau was formed in October 1904 The 
group of founders of the RSDLP hbrary in Geneva proposed to 
Lenin to transfer the library s property and management to the Majorit 
Committees Bureau Lenin supported this proposal and wrote a draft 
statement on behalf of the Group of Founders The report on the ac 
tivity of the supervisory committee of the Library and Archives of the 
RSDLP was submitted to the Third Party Congress 
Andreyeva Mana Fyodorovna member of the RSDLP (B) from 
1904 wellknown Russian actress Maxim Gorkys wife fulfilled 
a number of Party assignments given to her by Lenin 
The Kuklin RSDLP Library began to function as a party library in 
July 1907 By Kuklin s will it became the property of the Party after his 
death Lenin repeatedly helped the hbrary regularly supplied it. with 
party and other publications Thus in 1908 he placed at its temporary 
use 340 books from his own library At present the Kuklin Library and 
its archives. are kept at the Institute of Marxism Leninism. C C 
CPSU in Moscow 
Zinovy Alexeyevich Z A Peshkov while m emigration stayed for 
some time with Maxim Gorky at Capri (Italy) 
The reference is to the library and archives of the RSD LP in Geneva 
Victor V K Taratuta member of the Party from 1898 
See Note 7 
In the period of reaction which set m after the defeat of the first Rus 
sian revolution of 1905-07 the RS D LP (B) was forced to work un 
derground but it did not cease its struggle against the autocracy In 
those years the Party made wide use of legal and semi legal institutions 
including libraries and reading rooms for the dissemination of Marxism 
The resolution mentioned was adopted on the basis of Lenin s speech on 
the organisational question at the Sixth (Prague) All Russia Conference 
of the RSD LP held between January 18 and 30, 1912 
This ts a reply to Maxim Gorky who sent in his plan for collecting 
material on the history of the revolution Gorky expected to acquire for 
the museum the library and archives collected by Count I D Bebutov 
who sympathised with the Social Democrats Bebutov bequeathed his 
library and archives to the RS DLP and handed them over for safe 
keeping to the Vorstand (the C C ) of the German Social Democratic 
Party What happened to Bebutovs library later 1s not known 
The reference is to the reactionary Peoples Union for a Cathohc 
Germany 
Lenin criticises the policy of the Russian ruling classes in relation to the 
masses which was to create cheap institutions to satisfy their cultural 
and personal needs and to publish specially selected books for popu 
lar soldiers and other libranes 
M The Union of the Russian People an extremely reactionary monarchist 
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organisation which appeared in Russia in 1905 with the aim of fighting 
the revolutionary movement 
Presumably Lenin read the Bulletin of the New York Public Library 
No 2 1912 which carried the report of that library for 1911 when 
he was in Germeva between June 12 (25) and July 22 (August 4) 
1913 and worked in the libraries there 
Lenin was prompted to write this article after he familiarised. himself 
with the report of the New York Library for 1911 Comparing the 
state of library organisation ın North America and in tsarist Russia 
Lenin according to Krupskaya showed what should be done and 
what could not be done under tsarism for public education (see Le 
nin on Library Organisation Moscow Political Literature Publishing 
House p 32 in Russian) The revolutionary changes in library 
organisation proposed by Lenin were carried out after the victory 
of the Great October Socialist Revolution 
The article On the Question of the Policy of the Ministry of Public 
Education was written by Nadezhda Krupskaya in 1913 as a draft 
speech of an RS DLP deputy in the Duma Lenin made some addi 
tions and editorial corrections in the manuscript which are to be found 
in V ] Lenin and Library organisation 2nd ed revised and enlarged 
Moscow Kniga Publishers 1977 p 42 (in apra A 
Pavlenkov F F a progressive book publisher who bequeathed money 
for the organisation of free pubhc libraries 
The plan of a draft law contained in this letter formed the basis of 
Lenins Bill on the Equality of Nations and the ré bum, of the 
Rights of National Minorities (see Lenin Collected Works Vol 20 
pp 281 83) Lenin included in this draft a clause on the necessity to 
form national literature sections 1n. public libraries 
Rubakin N A (1862 1946) wnter library specialist and bibliograph 
er author of a three volume index Among Books published in 
1911 15 in Russia Rubakin stated in the preface to Vol JI that the 
partisan viewpoint was completely excluded from his book and re 
placed by a non party or rather supra party viewpoint This bour 
geois objectivist stand in bibliography was criticised in Lenin s review 


LENIN ON LIBRARY ORGANISATION 
IN SOCIALIST SOCIETY 


THE TASKS OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
IN PETROGRAD! 


It takes knowledge to participate in the revolution with in 
telligence, purpose and success 

Because tsarism had played havoc with public education 
over a period of many years, the library service in Petrograd 
1s 1n a very bad state 

The following changes, based on principles long practised 
in the free countries of the West, especially Switzerland and 
the United States, must be made immediately and uncondi 
tionally 

(1) The public library (the former Imperial Library) must 
immediately start an exchange of books with all public and 
state libraries in Petrograd and the provinces and with for 
eign libraries (in Finland, Sweden, etc ) 

(2) The forwarding of books from one library to another 
must be made post free by law 

(3) The library’s reading room must be open, as 1s the 
practice with private libraries and reading rooms for the rich 
in civilised countries, 

from 800 am to 1100 pm daily, not excluding Sundays 
and holidays 

(4) The required personnel must be immediately trans 
ferred to the Public Library from the various offices of the 
Ministry of Education (with more women, in view of the 
military demand for men), where nine tenths of the staff are 


EM not merely in useless, but in downnght harmful 
wor 


Wntten in November 1917 Collected Works Vol 26 


First published in 1933 pos 
in Lenin. Miscellany XXI 
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* The Tasks of the Public Library ın Petrograd’ 
November 1917, pp 1-4 


INSTRUCTION ON THE TRANSFER 
OF THE REFERENCE LIBRARY 
TO THE SMOLNY 


1811918 


Transfer to the Smolny at the disposal of the Council of 
People's Commissars the reference library from the govern 
ment rooms, namely 2 3 bookcases with the Encyclopaedical 
Dictionary and reference books (the most recent), especially 
on finance and economics 


Written on January 18(31) 1918 


First published in 1933 
in Lenin. Miscellany XXI 


LIBRARY ORGANISATION 
Draft Decision for the CP C 2 


The Council of People's Commissars reprimands the Com 
missariat for Public Education for its insufficient attention to 
library organisation in Russia, and directs the Commissariat 
to take immediate and energetic measures, first, to centralise 
the library business in Russia, second, to introduce the 
Swiss American. system 

The Commissariat for Public Education is instructed to 


report to the CP C twice a month on its practical steps in 
this field 


Wntten on June 7, 1918 Collected Works Vol 42, 


First published ın 1933 pp 96-97 
in Lenin. Miscellany XXI 


TO THE LIBRARY OF 
THE RUMYANTSEV MUSEUM? 


By way of exception to the general rule, in view of the 
exclusive state importance and with a view to the necessary 
guarantees provided by Comrade Rakovsky, who 1s empow 
ered to conclude a peace treaty, you are directed to issue 
without delay to the Chairman of the Peace Delegation, 
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Lenin at his desk in the office 
The Kremlin Moscow October 16 1918 


Comrade Kh Rakovsky or the person authorised by him the 
necessary materials (books, maps and so forth) according to 
his instructions and for a definite. period. of time 


V Ulyanov (Lenin), 

Chairman, Council of People's Commissars 
Office Manager, Council of People's Commissars 
L Fotieva, Secretary 


A copy of the list of books and documents issued to Com 
rade Rakovsky to be sent to the Management of the CP C 
Lenin* 


June 26, 1918 


V I Lenin and Library Organisation 
Moscow, 1977 p 46 (i Russian) 


* The end was wntten by Lenin. Ed 
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TELEGRAM 
TO THE PETROGRAD LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 
OF THE PEOPLE'S COMMISSARIAT 
FOR EDUCATION 


The following are summoned [to] Moscow for a confer 
ence * on centralisation of library organisation and introduc 
tion of the Swiss-American system * in Russia [on] Monday, 
July 1, at five o'clock [in] the premises of the Pfeople’s} 
Commissariat for Education, 53 Ostozhenka representatives 
of the libraries Public, Academic, University, Polytechnical 
College, Ways of Communications, Technological Institute, 
Ecclesiastical Academy, former State Council and State 
Duma, and also Book Chamber 


[Non-fulfihnent of ths instruction will entail grave revolutionary pe- 
naities.]** 


Lenin 
Chairman, Council of People's 
Commissars 


Pokrovsky 
Deputy People's Commissar for Education 


Written on June 27 1918 


First published in. 1933 
in Lenin Miscellany XXIV 


TO THE LIBRARY SECTION 
OF THE COMMISSARIAT FOR EDUCATION 


30 XII 1918 


Please receive the bearer, Comrade Prokofiev His request 
for the requisitioning of Surkov's library for a district of 
40,000 people is, in my opinion, correct Surkov, perhaps, 
should retain certain rights to use it? Please send me a copy 
of your decision on this question, and help the Rodniki com 


* The telegram was wnitten byM N Pokrovsky Additions to the tele 


pam pis the signature (here published in bold face) are in Lenins 


** Written and crossed out by Lenin Ed 
42 


rades to expand their library. Can they not be sent one of 

the libranes requisitioned from the landowners? Please in 
form me about this as well 

V Ulyanov (Lenin) 

Chairman, CP C 


First published in 1945 Collected Works Vol 44, 
in. Lenin. Miscellany XXXV p 177 


TO A N PROKOFIEV 
3 I 1919 


Comrade Prokofiev, 

I am sending you Bryusov's letter Please return it to me 
with information as to how you settled the question of Sur 
kov's library 

I hope, nevertheless, you will do everything possible to 
give Surkov some satisfaction for example, the right to use 
it, and so forth 

It appears you should have approached the Library Sec 
tion of the Extra Mural Department 1 will ask them to take 
care of you 

With communist greetings, 
V Ulyanov (N Lenin) 


First published ın 1965 Collected Works Vol 44 
m Lenin Collected Works p 180 
Fifth Russ ed, Vol 50 


TELEGRAM TO A P KUDRYAVTSEV 


Kudryavtsev, Head of Library Section, Commissariat for 
Education 
Petrograd 

Guard Struve’s 5 library, deposited at the Polytechnical In 
stitute, from being looted Hand over the most valuable 
items to the Public Library, the remainder to the Polytechni 
cal Institute The portrait of Gerd by Yaroshenko® should 
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be handed to Nina Alexandrovna Struve” through the direc 
tor of the Polytechnical Institute 
Telegraph fulfilment 


Lenm 

Chairman, Council of People's Commissars 

Wntten on January 13, 1919 Collected Works Vol 44, 
First published in 1945 pp 18788 


in Lenin Miscellany XXXV 


SPEECH AT THE SECOND CONFERENCE OF HEADS 
OF ADULT EDUCATION DIVISIONS OF GUBERNIA 
EDUCATION DEPARTMENTS 
JANUARY 24, 19198 


Comrades, you are all here as representatives of local 
adult education departments of gubernia Soviets I have not 
got a lot to say since, unfortunately, I am not very closely 
acquainted with your work Greetings to your congress of 
adult educationalists you certainly have some important 
tasks to fulfil! 

There are many schoolteachers in our schools trained in 
the old ways and this makes things difficult to change over 
from the capitalist to the socialist system Although it may 
seem strange, many learned people are putting up stubborn 
resistance to us Those who are used to looking on the old 
apparatus as their own private domain, merely look after 
themselves and serve the propertied class 

Adult education is better off than children’s school 
education 

We recently discussed the question in the Council of Peo- 
ple's Commussars of setting up a commission for amalgamat 
ing several scattered educational organisations Adult educa 
ton 1s important for transforming the whole of our hfe New 
ways have to be sought 

It must be admitted that some new and inexperienced 
representatives of the Soviet government frequently use the 
old methods and give the government a bad name 

I think you adult educationalists have a hard job on your 
hands In our Party work we have set our own ways of far 
reaching influence on the masses, but they must be linked 
up with educational methods, and particularly with school 
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and, above all, adult education This is not always 
done 

In your adult education work you get assistance from the 
working people in the sense that they thirst for knowledge 
and this makes it easier for you to get across to them This is 
the last place you can gallop ahead, especially with masses at 
a very low level of education You must try to work more 
closely with. Party organisations, as propaganda organs, and 
get the masses into the adult education campaign If the 
popular initiative meets the necessary response from you, 
you can expect the best results Allow me to wish you the 
best of luck 


Adult Education No 2 3, Collected Works Nol 28 
February March 1919 pp 43738 


THE STATE OF LIBRARY SERVICE 


Draft Decision for the CP C? 


Direct the Library Department of the People s Commissar 
iat for Education to publish monthly and forward to the 
CPC brief factual information as to the implementation 
of the CP C's decisions of 7 VI 1918 and 1411919 and 
the actual increase in the number of libraries and reading 
rooms, and the growth of book distribution among the 
population 


Wntten on January 30 1919 Collected Works Vol 42 
First published on February 1, pp 12324 
1919 


in [zvesta VTsIK No 23 


TO THE PEOPLE’S COMMISSARIAT 
OF EDUCATION !0 


Please pass on to your library departments (both adult 
education and public library, etc) my supplementary ideas 
on the question recently raised in the Council of People’s 
Commussars and let me know your conclusions (and those of 
the respective departments) 
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* * * 


More than anything else the libraries, including of course 
reading huts, all kinds of reading rooms, etc , require compe 
tition between individual provincial hbranes, groups, read 
ing rooms, etc 

The proper way to send i accounts, which is now 
demanded by the Council of People's Commissars, should 
serve three aims ~ 

1) authentic and complete mformation to the Soviet gov 
ernment and all citizens about what is going on, 

2) enlisting the public in library work, 

3) encouraging competition among library workers 

To these ends lists and forms of accounting should be im 
mediately drawn up that will suit the purposes 

Account lists should, I think, be drawn up at the centre 
and then reprinted ın the gubermas and distributed among 
all educational departments and ail libraries, reading rooms, 
clubs, etc 

These account lists should enumerate (printed, say, in 
heavy type) the compulsory questions which library 
managers, etc, must answer on pain of prosecution Apart 
from these compulsory questions there should be a consider 
able number of non compulsory questions (in the sense that 
failure to answer does not necessarily carry the threat of 
prosecution) 

The compulsory questions should include the library's (or 
reading room's, etc) address, name and address of the 
manager and his board members, quantity of books and 
newspapers, working hours, etc (the big hibranes will have 
to give more information) 

The non-compulsory questions should include all improve 
ments being applied in Switzerland and America (and else 
where) so that we can reward (by giving bonuses 1n the form 
of valuable books, collections, and so on) those who make 
the most improvements and carry them out best of all 

For example 1) Can you supply precise information to 
prove more books have been lent from your library? or 
2) how many people visit your reading room? or 3) book 
and newspaper exchange with other libranes and reading 
rooms? or 4) compilation of a central catalogue? !! or 
5) work on Sundays? or 6) work in the evenings? of 
7) encouragement of new readers, women, children, non 
Russians, etc ? or 8) satisfaction of readers’ references? or 
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9) simple and practical means of storing books and news 
apers? Saving them? Mechanical means of obtaining the 
book and returning it to its place? or 10) lending a book? or 
11) simplification of guarantees in lending a book? or 
12) sending it through the post? 

And so on, ad infinitum 

Bonuses are to be awarded for the best accounts and 
forthcoming successes 

The Library Department of the People's Commissariat of 
Education must inform the Council of People's Commissars 
about the number of accounts received monthly and the 
answers to which questions are given, and the totals 


Wntten not later than February 7 Collected Works Vol 28, 
1919 pp 451 52 


First published in 1933 
in Lenin Miscellany XXIV 


From DRAFT PROGRAMME 
OF THE RC P (B)" 


In the sphere of public education, the obyect of the 

R C P is to complete the work that began with the October 
Revolution in 1917 to convert the school from an instrument 
of the class rule of the bourgeoisie into an instrument for the 
overthrow of that rule and for the complete abolition of the 
division of society into classes 

In the period of the dictatorship of the proletariat, 1 e , in 
the period in which conditions are being prepared for the full 
realisation of communism, the school must be the vehicle, 
not merely of the general principles of communism but also 
of the ideological, organisational and educational influence 
of the proletariat on the semi proletarian and non proleta 
rian sections of the working people, in order to train a gene 
ration that 1s fully capable of building communism 

The immediate tasks in this field are, for the present, the 
following 

(1) The implementation of free, obligatory general and 
polytechnical education (acquaintance with all the main 
branches of production theoretically and ın practice) for all 
children of both sexes up to the age of 16 

(2) The closest connection between schooling and produc 
tive social labour 

(3) The provision of food, clothing, books and other 
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teaching aids for all school children at the expense of the 
state 

(4) Greater agitation and propaganda among school 
teachers 

(5) The training of new teaching staffs imbued with com 
munist ideas 

(6) The working people must be drawn into active partici 
pation in the work of education (the development of the 
public education councils, mobilisation of the educated, etc ) 

(7) All round help on the part of Soviet power 1n the mat 
ter of the self education and self-development of workers and 
working peasants (organisation of libranes, schools for 
adults, people’s universities, courses of lectures, cinemas, stu 
dios, etc ) 

(8) Development of the most extensive propaganda of 
communist ideas 


Published on February 23 1919 Collected Works Vol 29 
ın Petrogradskaya Pravda No 43 pp 11112 


PROTECTION CERTIFICATE 
FOR V I TANEYEVU 


Apnl 26, 1919 


Citizen Vladimir. Ivanovich Taneyev !4 


Protection Certificate 


On the basis of a dectsion of the Council of People’s Com 
mussars dated 25/III 1919 this Protection Certificate is issued 
to Citizen Vladimir Ivanovich Tanevev, 78 years of age, who 
for many years carned on scientific work and, as testified by 
Karl Marx, showed himself to be a “devoted friend of the 
people's emancipation” !5 

Citizen Vladimir Ivanovich Taneyev is given the right to 
visit the library of the Council of People's Commissars, and 
all other state libraries are directed to give him every assis 
tance in his scientific work and researches All Soviet author 
ities are instructed to afford Citizen Vladimir. Ivanovich 
Taneyev assistance in the matter of his own security and that 
of his family, home and property In the event of his travel 
ling through the Russian Socialist Soviet Republic all railway 
and steamship authorities are instructed to afford Citizen 
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Vladimir Ivanovich Taneyev and his family every possible 
assistance in obtaining train tickets and berths 


V Uhanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People s Commissars 


First published in 1945 Collected Works Vol 44 
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV pp 218 I9 


SPEECH OF GREETING 
MAY 6 


First all-Russia congress on adult education 
May 6-19, 191916 


Comrades, it gives me pleasure to greet the Congress on 
adult education You do not, of course, expect me to deliver 


Lenin after the Congress on Adult Education 
in front of the House of Trade Unions 
Moscow, May 6 1919 
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a speech that goes deeply into this subject, like that delivered 
by the preceding speaker, Comrade Lunacharsky, who is 
well informed on the matter and has made a special study of 
it Permit me to confine myself to a few words of greeting 
and to the observations I have made and thoughts that have 
occurred to me in the Council of People's Commissars when 
dealing more or less closely with your work I am sure that 
there is not another sphere of Soviet activity in which such 
enormous progress has been made during the past eighteen 
months as in the sphere of adult education Undoubtedly, it 
has been easier for us and for you to work in this sphere 
than in otherse Here we had to cast aside the old obstacles 
and the old hindrances Here it was much easier to do some 
thing to meet the tremendous demand for knowledge, for 
free education and free development, which was felt most 
among the masses of the workers and peasants, for while the 
mighty pressure of the masses made it easy for us to remove 
the external obstacles that stood in their path, to break up 
the historical bourgeois institutions which bound us to im 

rialist war and doomed Russia to bear the enormous 

urden that resulted from this war, we nevertheless felt 
acutely how heavy the task of re educating the masses was, 
the task of organisation and instruction, spreading know 
ledge, combating that heritage of ignorance, primitiveness, 
barbarism and savagery that we took over In this field the 
struggle had to be waged by entirely different methods, we 
could count only on the prolonged success and the persistent 
and systematic influence of the leading sections of the popu 
lation, an influence which the masses willingly submit to, but 
often we are guilty of doing less than we could do I think 
that in taking these first steps to spread adult education, 
education, free from the old limits and conventionalities, 
which the adult population welcomes so much, we had at 
first to contend with two obstacles Both these obstacles we 
inherited from the old capitalist society, which 1s clinging to 
us to this day, is dragging us down by thousands and mil 
lons of threads, ropes and chains 

The first was the plethora of bourgeois intellectuals, who 
very often regarded the new type of workers' and peasants' 
educational institution as the most convenient field for test 
ing their individual theories in. philosophy and culture, and 
in which, very often, the most absurd ideas were hailed as 
something new, and the supernatural and incongruous were 
offered as purely proletarian art and proletarian culture !7 
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(Applause ) This was natural and, perhaps, pardonable in the 
early days, and the broad movement cannot be blamed for 
it I hope that, in the long run, we shall try to get rid of all 
this and shall succeed 

The second was also inherited from capitalism. The broad 
masses of the petty bourgeois working people who were 
thirsting for knowledge, broke down the old system, but 
could not propose anything of an organising or organised 
nature I had opportunities to observe this in the Council of 
People s Commissars when the mobilisation of literate per 
sons and the Library Department were discussed, and from 
these brief observations I realised the seriousness of the sit 
uation ın this field True, it ıs not quite customary to refer to 
something bad in a speech of greeting. I hope that you are 
free from these conventionalities, and will not be offended 
with me for telling you of my somewhat sad observations 
When we raised the question of mobilising literate persons, 
the most striking thing was the brilliant victory achieved by 
our revolution without immediately emerging from the limits 
of the bourgeois revolution It gave freedom for development 
to the available forces, but these available forces were petty 
bourgeois and their watchword was the old one each for 
himself and God for all the very same accursed capitalist 
slogan which can never lead to anything but Kolchak and 
bourgeois restoration If we review what we are doing to 
educate the illiterate, I think we shall have to draw the con 
clusion that we have done very little, and that our duty in 
this field is to realise that the organisation of proletarian ele 
ments 1s essential It 1s not the ridiculous phrases which 
remain on paper that matter, but the introduction of mea 
sures which the people need urgently and which would com 
pel every literate person to regard it his duty to instruct 
several illiterate persons This ıs what our decree says !8, but 
m this field hardly anything has been done 

When another question was dealt with in the Council of 
People’s Commissars, that of the libraries, I said that the 
complaints we are constantly hearing about our industrial 
backwardness being to blame, about our having few books 
and being unable to produce enough these complaints, 
I told myself, are justified We have no fuel, of course, our 
factories are idle, we have little paper and we cannot pro 
duce books All this is true, but it is also true that we cannot 
get at the books that are available Here we continue to 
suffer from peasant simplicity and peasant helplessness, 
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when the peasant ransacks the squire's library he runs home 
in the fear that somebody will take the books away from 
him, because he cannot conceive of just distribution, of state 
property that is not something hateful, but is the common 
property of the workers and of the working people generally. 
The ignorant masses of peasants are not to blame for this, 
and as far as the development of the revolution is concerned 
it is quite legitimate, it is an inevitable stage, and when the 
‘peasant took the library and kept it hidden, he could not do 
otherwise, for he did not know that all the libraries in Russia 
could be amalgamated and that there would be enough 
books to satisfy those who can read and to teach those who 
cannot. At present we must combat the survivals of disor- 
ganisation, chaos, and ridiculous departmental wrangling. 
This must be our main task. We must take up the simple 
and urgent matter of mobilising the literate to combat illiter- 
acy. We must utilise the books that are available and set to 
work to organise a network of libraries which will help the 
people to gain access to every available book; there must be 
no parallel organisations, but a single, uniform planned 
organisation. This small matter reflects one of the fundamen- 
tal tasks of our revolution. If it fails to carry out this task, if 
it fails to set about creating a really systematic and uniform 
organisation in place of our Russian chaos and inefficiency, 
then this revolution will remain a bourgeois revolution 
because the major specific feature of the proletarian revolu- 
tion which is marching towards communism is this organisa- 
tion - for all the bourgeois wanted was to break up the old 
system and allow freedom for the development of peasant 
farming, which revived the same capitalism as in all earlier 
revolutions. 

Since we call ourselves the Communist Party, we must un- 
derstand that only now that we have removed the external 
obstacles and have broken down the old institutions have we 
come face to face with the primary task of a genuine prole- 
tarian revolution in all its magnitude, namely, that of 
organising tens and hundreds of millions of people. After the 
eighteen months' experience that we all have acquired in this 
field, we must at last take the right road that will lead to vic- 
tory over the lack of culture, and over the ignorance and 


barbarism from which we have suffered all this time. (Stormy 
applause.) | 


Pravda No. 96, Collected Works, Vol. 29, 
May 7, 1919 pp. 335-38 
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AMENDMENTS AND ADDITIONS * 
TO THE DRAFT RESOLUTION OF THE 
CPC ON SCIENTIFIC LIBRARIES !? 


[September 4, 1919] 

1) To establish an exact record of and control over all 
libraries left at the disposal of their former owners to satisfy 
their professional requirements 

2) To requisition [without delay] and place at the use and 
disposal of the corresponding educational establishments all 
libraries in respect of which safeguards have been issued to 
their former owners who in reality do not actually need these 
libraries for their. professional occupations [including all libraries 
of former estate owners] For this purpose to revise the safeguards 
list 

3) To requisition without delay all libraries belonging to 
persons who have fled to the Crimea or to other localities ın 
territory occupied by whiteguards or in general have gone 
into hiding ın places unknown 

4) To remove, as a general rule, from the management of 
libraries the former owners of those libraries which have 
been placed at the disposal of the People’s Commissariat for 
Education and made available for public use 

5) From all former private libraries made available for 
public use or left at the temporary disposal of the former 
owners, to [withdraw] hand over all books presenting a great 
historical, scientific or literary interest [and concentrate them] to 
special pub[lic] book depositories [in the Rumyantsev or the History 
Museum] (the Rumyantsev and History museums and the like), 
by decision of the Pleople’s] Commissariat] for Educ[ation] 

6) To revise the instruction on the procedure for requisi 
tioning libraries 

7) To charge the P[eople's] Clommissariat] for Educ[ation]** 
with increas[ing] the establishments and number of librarians [of 
the public] [government] state libraries. 


First published in. 1933 
in Lenin Miscellany XXIV 


* The amendments and additions made by Lenin are printed in bold 
face and the words crossed out by him in small type Ed 

** Here Lenin omitted the words taking steps for , which were given in 
the minutes of the Council of Peoples Commissars Ed 
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From REMARKS ON THE DRAFT DECREE 
ON REQUISITIONS 
AND CONFISCATIONS 20 


In my opinion 13 Exempted from requisition are books 


there must be limits 22d. Music in the possession of private persons 
or sOCieties in quantities not exceeding 3 000 


here too special printed books or 1000 titles of music and 
decisions, even not equally of persons or societies possessing books 
of the local, but of or music in large quantities. but having recewed 
safeguards in respect of them from the Library 
the central authori Department of the People s Commissariat for 
ty Education When what is in excess of the 
Otherwise it will be above mentioned norms has been requisitioned 
impossible to re the owner is entitled to choose what books or 
quisition > 3.000 Music are to be left to him 
books 


Written between December 16 1919 
and January 24 1920 


First published ın 1945 
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV 


TO M N POKROVSKY2! 
15 I 1920 


Deputy People's Commissar for Education 

Please issue orders for our state libraries (the Rumyantsev 
Museum, the Petrograd Public Library, and others) imme 
diately to begin collecting and keeping all whiteguard news 
papers (Russian and foreign) Please give me a draft of the 
order prescribing that all military and civil authorities are to 


collect and hand over these newspa rs to the state 
libraries 22 PIS 


V Ulyanov (Lenm) 
Chairman, CP C 


P S Perhaps you would find it appropriate in these 
orders (or better separately?) to order and check on the col 
lection of complete sets of our newspapers since 1917 


First published in 1933 Collected Works Vol 44 
m Lenin Miscellany XXIV p 331 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 
OF THE COUNCIL 
OF PEOPLE’S COMMISSARS 
ON HANDING OVER WHITEGUARD LITERATURE 

TO THE PEOPLE'S COMMISSARIAT 

FOR EDUCATION 
FOR SAFEKEEPING AND PLBLIC USE 

IN STATE LIBRARIES 


WITH 
AN AMENDMENT AND A MARK BY LENIN? 


a To oblige the People's Commissariat for Foreign 
Affairs, the Records Bureau, the All Russia Extraordinary 
Commission and all bodies within its jurisdiction, and also 
the Military Commissariat and the bodies within its jurisdic 
tion, to send all the whiteguard literature, Russian and for 
eign, in their possession, after using it for their special pur 
poses, to the People’s Commissariat for Education for 
safekeeping and public use in state libraries 

b To request the Third International and the Central 
Committee of the Russian Communist Party to issue the 
relevant instructions to the institutions within their compe 
tence 

c The literature should be addressed to the State Book 
Stock of the People’s Commissariat for Education (18 Vol 
khonka, premises of the secretary) 

Con[firmed] at the C[ouncil] of P[eople's] C[ommuissars] 


17/1 1920 
V Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People's Commissars 


Decrees of the Soviet Power 
Vol VII Moscow 1974 pp 110-11 
(in. Russian) 


TELEGRAM TO G Y ZINOVIEV? 
28 II 1920 


Zinoviev 
Petrograd 

Pokrovsky tells me that the hbrary of the former Free 
Economic Society25 1s being pilfered and books are even 
being burned I emphatically request you to verify this, put 
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a stop to the scandal, and let me have the name of the re 
sponsible local inspector. Have him send me without delay an 
official telegram re fultilment 


Lenin 


First published in 1933 Collected Works Vol 44 
in Lenin Miscellany XXIV p 349 


TO THE LIBRARY OF THE RUMYANTSEV 
MUSEUM 26 


If, according to the rules, reference publications are not 
issued for home use, could not one get them for an evening, 
for the night, when the Library 1s closed I will return them 
by the morning 


For reference for one day 


I The two best, fullest, dictionaries of the Greek language, 
Greek German, French, Russian or English 

II The best philosophical dictionaries, dictionaries of phil 
osophical terms the German, I think, 1s Eisler, the English, 
I think, 1s Baldwin, the French, I think, 1s Frank (f there 1s 
nothing newer), the Russian, the latest you have 

HI A history of Greek philosophy 

1) Zeller, the complete and latest edition 

2) Gomperz (the Vienna philosopher) Griechische Denker 


Written on September 1 1920 Collected Works Vol 35 
First published in 1929 in Ogonyok p 454 
No 3 


ADDITIONS AND AMENDMENTS 
TO THE DRAFT DECREE OF THE CPC 
ON CENTRALISATION 
OF LIBRARY ORGANISATION WRITTEN BY 
NADEZHDA KONSTANTINOVNA KRUPSKAYA 27 


1) In view of the demand for books, 
which has grown immensely in recent 
years and still continues to grow the 
Council of Peoples Commuissars re 


solves to pay particular attention to* to consider 
the organisauon of public use of books 
without which books will never be acces absolutely 


sible to the mass of the people necessary 
2) For this purpose all hbraries 
within the competence of the Peoples 
Commissariat for Education V are linked V and equally of 
together in a Unified Library System of other departments 


the RSFSR which works according to 
a definite plan determines the basic 
types of libraries links them together by 
means of travelling libraries organises 
book exchange between libraries and of central and local 
thus brings books closer to the worker institutions 
and peasant reader ** 

3) In view of the acute book hunger 
and the quantty of books available 
which by no means corresponds to the 
immense demand no parallelism can be 
tolerated in library organisation. There 
fore the libranes of all other depart 
ments, public organisations and institu 


without exception 


Lenin s memorandum on the draft 


decree 
EID of the Council i Pon s Commis 
ke use ad On Centralisation of Library 
MS Organisation 
t in the RSFSR 
/ Vei Con Á 
Ln EE n § : hy 
p“ i 
I n 
' 4 
€ * 
lys fe Sd 
[ f i rie 
uS Hs / it 
ME n 
t I t i 
pv lat 


- 
t wey ft } Lys 


* The words underlined here were crossed out by Lenin in the onginal 
and replaced by new ones Ed 

** Lenin amended the end of this sentence as follows — this system 
must work according to a defimte plan determine the basic types of 
hbranes link them by means of mobile libraries organise exchange of 
books between libranes and thus bring books closer to the worker and pea 
sant reader Ed 
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central and local included tions must also be included ın the 


leadership 


that work 
?see end? 


Unified Library System and work 
according to a common plan under the 
control of the People s Commissariat for 
Education 

4) In order to coordinate library 
work an inter-departmental commission 
1s established under the People s Com 
missariat for Education composed of 
representatives of departments and orga 
nisations. conducting it. 

5) This commission settles questions 
concerning reorganisation of some types 
of libraries redistribution of book 
stocks transfer of some types of libraries 
to the competence of the People s Com 
missariat for Education and the opening 
of new libranes on application. by 
departments and organisations (and of 
course their inclusion in the general 
system) 

6) Libraries of all departments and 
organisations must be changed from 
closed into open ones 1e they must 
become libraries of public use open to 
all citizens 

7) The special libraries at scientific 
educational and professional institutions 
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Lenin and Krupskaya among students of Adult Education 
Courses leaving for the front Moscow, October 28 1919 


which are required for regular scientific 
work remain under the institutions which 
organised them on the necessary condi 
tion that they have a reading room open 
to all i 7 8 see end 
8) The State Public Libraries of 
Petrograd and Moscow (Rumyantsev) 
are supplied on a special basis but the 
book collections given certain. technical 
conditions. must be accessible for use by 
the whole system 
9) Libraries of school pre school NB 
vocational and technical educational 
establishments and central school 
libraries remain under their correspond § 9 to be joined 
ing institutions and cater only for the to § 7 See end 
reader contingent for which they are in 
tended The placing of these libraries for 
general use on an equal footing with the 
public libraries ıs permissible by decision 
of the local Gubernia section 
10) Libraries included in the Unified Is that convenient? And 
Library System are supplied through the special libraries? 
Peoples Commissariat for Education 
11) Supply of hbraries through the 
People s Commissariat for Education in 
strict accordance with the information 
provided by the Public Education 
Departments on the number and types of 
ca In acd nur s ncm aper 
12) Books placed at the disposal o 
the Public Education Departments are which? what is this? 
divided among libraries of all types 
through the book distributors 
Note at the main libranes open 


children s departments and in any case must be opened 
childrens sections Special travelling 
libraries of children s books may cater must 


for schools children s homes etc 


The end must be done over again and the whole draft 
polished up, 1 e, better worked out 
88 4 and 5 (Central Library Commission?) must be done 
over agam (a) saying which departments send representa, 
tives to the commission and how many each 
b) giving preponderance to the People's Commis 
sariat for Education (how?) 
c) defining more exactly the rights of this commis 
sion (in a number of points) 
| d) not to introduce the draft until there 1s a compe 
tent candidate for chairmanship of the commissi 
on 


NB 
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$8 7 and 8 should be rewritten approximately as follows: 

Public use of special(i.e., § 7and $ 9) and the two State 
(Petrograd and Moscow [Rumyantsev]) libraries is subject to 
certain restrictions for such and such a reason. The restric- 
tion is established by the Central Library Commission of the 
People's Commissariat for Education. 


Written not later 
than October 5, 1920 
First published in 1945 

in Lenin Miscellany XXXV 


From THESES ON PRODUCTION PROPAGANDA 


Rough Draft 28 


1. In connection with the R.S.F.S.R.'s military victories 
and its international position in general, production propa- 
ganda must now be given special prominence, and be accen- 
tuated and Organist 

7. This newspaper, devoted to matters of production, 

Should be a popular one, in the sense of being understood by 
millions of readers, without falling into vulgarisation. The 
paper should not descend to the level of the uncultivated 
reader, but should work steadily-and by very gradual 
degrees-to promote his development. Little space- not 
exceeding a quarter of the total- should be devoted to poli- 
tics. Top priority should be given to a single economic plan, 
to the labour front, production propaganda, the training 
of workers and peasants in the work of administration, to 
seeing that Soviet laws and measures established by Soviet 
institutions are given due effect, and to an extensive and 
oe organised exchange of opinions with the rank-and-file 
reader. 

8. Materials published in the newspaper or addressed to it, 

, as well as all other kinds of material, should be systemati- 

cally and periodically brought out in pamphlet or leaflet 
form and compulsorily supplied to libraries, as well as to 
factories and enterprises in the given field of production (the 
pamphlets and leaflets should systematise all the material 
relating to each particular branch of production). Together 
with manuals and reviews of foreign technology, this mate- 
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rial should serve to spread vocational training and polytechni 
cal education 

A more rational distribution. of the newspaper, as well as 
of pamphlets and leaflets deahng with questions of pro 
duction, among all libraries in the RSFSR should, in 
particular, be the object of special attention 

9 It 1s indispensable that engineers, agronomists, school 
teachers, and also Soviet functionaries possessing definite 
professional qualifications, should be drawn into systematic 
participation in production. propaganda (this in. connection 
with the liquidation of illiteracy) 

The organisation of lectures, talks, reports, etc 

Compulsory labour service on the part of all those who 
are able to acquaint the population with problems of electri 
fication, with the Taylor system, etc 

10 The more extensive and systematic use of films for 
production propaganda Joint work with the cinema section 

Soviet gramophone records Displays of diagrams and car 
tograms at clubs, village reading rooms, m streets, etc Bills 
and placards to be displayed near factories, workshops, tech 
nical schools, etc 


Written on November 18 1920 Collected Works Vol 31, 
404-06 


First published in 1928 in PP 
Lenin Collected Works Second 
and Third Russ ed Vol XXV 


TO D B RYAZANOV 79 


Comrade Ryazanov 

Do you at the hbrary have a collection of all the letters of 
Marx and Engels from the newspapers? from separate 
magazines? 

For example, about materialism in Leizieger Volkszet 
tung, 1894? 

The one from Vorwarts about Beesley *? (it may not be 
spelled quite that way English professor, Comust, who 
knew Marx?) 

And similar other things 


* Edward Spencer Beesly Ed 
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Is there a catalogue of all the letters of Marx and Engels? 
Could I have it to go over for about a week, 1 e, the 
catalogue? 


Yours, 
Lenin 
Written before February 2 1921 Collected Works Vol 45 
First published in 1930 p 80 


in the book Na boyevom postu 
Sbornik k shestidesyatiletiyy 
D B Ryazanova (Collection 
for D B Ryazanovs Sixtieth 
Birthday) Moscow 


From a Letter TO D B RYAZANOV 


4) Could we buy the letters of Marx and Engels, or photo 
graphs of them, from Scheidemann & Co (you know, this 
dirty lot will sell anything)? 

5) Is there any hope of our collecting in Moscow every 
thing published by Marx and Engels ? 

6) Is there a catalogue of everything already collected here? 

7) Are we collecting the letters of Marx and Engels (or 
copies of them) or is that impossible? 


Wntten on February 2 1921 Collected Works Vol 45, 


First published in 1942 pp 80-81 
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV 


MARKS ON THE ARTICLE BY F DOBLER 3 
“THE MODERN LIBRARY SYSTEM” 
IN THE NEWSPAPER PRA VDA, 
NO 24, FEBRUARY 4, 1921 


NB Modern Library System 


Broad questions of Principle concerning the education of the masses un 
fortunately attract very little general attention being debated and settled 
within a very narrow circle of Specialists As a result work in the field of 
education 1s considerably lagging behind lıfe the main requirements of 
which it. reflects very little The purpose of my article is to show how 
Owing to such an abnormal situation life 1s being built in an important 

anch of out of school education the library system 
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The question of the library system is due for discussion At the present 
tme hbranes are called upon to play a more important role than they did 
formerly Formerly books reached the masses not only through the inter 
mediary of the libraries but also through the open book market Formerly 
libraries catered only for a very limited part of society owing to the enor 
mous percentage of illiterates and all sorts of obstacles which were raised 
to the workers and peasants stnving towards learning Now the hbrarv 
must become one of the most important levers in public education and for 
this reason the question of the system 1 e the scheme according to which 
we shall have to locate and link together the institutions supplying the peo 
ple with books should interest everybody To whom books get in the first 
place who makes most use of them will depend on how the system 1s 
constructed 

At present there ts no library system libraries have appeared quite for 
tuitously and not according to any plan They are all far below the require 
ments of the present tıme The library system must be built anew in condi 
Hone of acute book hunger and almost complete absence of trained library 
staffs 

How ın such conditions, should a city library system be constructed? 
In library circles this question has already been solved in the sense that the 
American system should be taken as a model Its essence in outline 1s the 
Tollowing The point of departure of the city library system 1s the free-of 
charge public library as extensive as possible and capable of satisfying any 
requirements both the little-educated reader and the scholar will fin in it 
books which will suit them The public library puts out shoots branches 
called by us branch sections which are copies of it. but on a smaller scale 
The branch sections have no specialised or seldom required books If such 
a book is required at a branch section the central library will supply it for 
atime Branch sections do not exhaust the system In American towns no 
small permanent libraries are arranged but the travelling library system on 
the other hand is used with immense success In every town there are 
a number of points to which sets of books are sent The most diverse insti 
tutions serve as travelling library stations schools of all types, asvlums. alms- 
houses. factones, works. shops, police and fire stations, playgrounds, 
labour excnanges prisons to put il briely any place where there are peo 
pie who want to read The travelling libraries department 1s usually attached 
to a central library 

Does such a system satisfy us? 

Servile copying of the American model such as 1s observed in all our 
projects labours under one big defect complete disregard for the practical 
needs of our reality 

The basis of the American library system is the big library open to all 
But is the big library open to all actually one for all the people? No it is 
definitely dominated by one class of society to be precise the class on 
which the state rests A library open to all after the manner of a national 
constituent assembly 1s definitely a class organisation although by rights it 
18 open to all to give a rignt is one thing to provide the possibility to 
enjoy that right along with others 1s another As it would be difficult for 
the class most oppressed up to the present to acquire the significance and 
assume ın a national constituent assembly the role befitting it according to 
history it 1s Just as difficult for the worker and the poor in the broad sense 
of the word to master books in a public library in the same measure as 
they are used by the intellectuals and the bourgeoisie As a result the li 
brary 1s dominated not by those who need books most who are to a lesser 
degree armed with knowledge and education and are therefore weaker in 
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the struggle of life but by those who since childhood have been used to 
books and accustomed to use them at every step For the worker and the 
little educated reader the library open to all ıs an alien institution Every 


thing in that library bears and cannot fail to bear the imprint. of the bour 
geois reader who dominates it [t ıs according to his tastes that the books 
are selected it is according to his conception that everything 1s arranged 
The worker unless he is highly qualified or developed feels himself 
a stranger in that library This is borne out by statistics from which we see 
that even in one of the most industrialised districts in the whole of Mos 
cow the Zamoskvorechiye district workers make uv onlv 6°. of the 
readers in the libraries open to all 

It 1s borne out also by the following fact As soon as the revolution 
broke out and the workers obtained greater opportunity to attend to their 
spiritual development their own factory and works libraries started. to 
grow like mushrooms despite the fact that nobody prevented the workers 
from going to the libraries open to all that the doors were wide open and 
the mobile libraries had to entice the workers to go there Yet the workers 
did not conceive the desire to go there and make them their own 

The library open to all is no good for the workers for many reasons In 
library work particular attention is required in respect of the workers as 
most of them are not trained readers and hence they are the most difficult 


and most important customers The literature which ıs the pabulum ot our 
bourgeois reader is more otten than not unsuitable for the worker it con 
tains much that does not interest him much that ts not within his reach 
and ın the final account ıs superfluous and unnecessary To select the 
nght book for him one must know his psychology which one can study 
only by working individually with him The American library teaches that 
one must take into account the psychology of the individual reader 
demands individualisation of reading But individualisation 1s insufficient 
and unteasible unless one takes into account class psychology, which Amer 
ican libraries refuse to recognise One must not only take class psychology 


into account one must also study it. and in one s work create the new core 
of the modern library which we should seek in vain in our library open to 
all This is particularly important for us to do in view of the fact that with 
the social overturn which our revolution brought with it the spiritual cul 
ture of our society must also be changed Our task is to restructure every 
thing in such à way as to make it easier for the new shoots of proletarian 
culture to sprout and grow strong 

In our reality the library system must be based not on the library open 
to all. but on that organisation of travelling libraries which with the Ameri 
cans 1s only a subsidiary part of the system This ıs what chiefly dis 
tinguishes us from the American system By building out of our neghgible 
book stocks new libraries open to all we should be committing an enor 
mous sin. offering our workers a stone instead of bread carrying the food 
past their mouths to others less hungry Our work must be based on the 
following slogans 1) Extreme economy 1n the use of books 2) Everything 
out of our book stocks of which no use or bad use is made all for the 
workers Economy can be achieved by centralisation of book stocks and 
their use through travelling branes not a single valuable book must lie 
idle like dead capital Adaptation of books and hbranes to the needs of 
the workers is possibie if we direct all our forces to work at the factories 
works, tea rooms clubs and other establishments where the working 
masses gather taking the books to them and making readers and friends 
everywhere Travelling libraries have their deficiencies and therefore in every 
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district. besides the system of travelling libraries there must be a sufficient 
number of bases, permanent libraries where the most serious and interested 
worker readers could gather to read Such bases with a reading room and 
issue of books for home reading should be made out of the best appointed 
libraries organised at works and clubs In general however works own 
small libraries should not be supported as they are extremely unmodern 
and of little use Even the least trained reader needs a big supply of books 
for his satisfaction. and therefore we should agitate for factories and works 
to hand over their fortuitous and negligible book supplies to become stocks 
for travelling libraries When gathered together small libraries which are 
us. less taken separately may make up an impressive and valuable book col 
lection out of which with skilful selection and use one can make several 
travelling libraries keenly alive to requirements and satisfying them if given 
a wide choice from a plentiful source Our library system unlike the Amer 
ican must consist not of libraries open to all but of stocks for travelling and 
workers libraries The stock is where all a district's books intended for the 
workers tlow to where all the office work concerning them is done all that 
1$ in demand and needed is selected to be directed to the permanent 
hbraries branches and mobile libraries and redistributed with the aim of 
making correct use of the books The task of the stock includes moreover 
organising branch sections of the above mentioned bases for which it must 
be able to accommodate book reserves in accordance with the demands of 
the system having sought out favourable premises reorganised some 
already existing library for the needs of the workers and placed at its head 
a person capable not only of managing ali the work in the library, but also 
of catering by means of travelling libraries for all the works and other 
workers organisations in the vicinity Its tasks mclude also creation of 
librarian staffs for travelling libraries for which purpose it must have a per 
manent school for practitioners learning library organisation under the di 
rection of an experienced library worker not by means of lectures but by 
the work itself 

Briefly the stock 1s not only a centre for books but also an organisa 
tional and cultural centre of all library activity among the workers of the 
district 

Up to now district libraries open to all have served as stocks for travelling 
libraries. Being organisations absolutely alien to the working class they 
have coped badly with their task they looked askance at the travelling 


libraries. There was struggle in them between the librarians of the travelling 


libraries and of the main library For that reason travelling library organisa 
tion with us 1s for the present in embryo The library open to all is too 
small a base With the organisation of stocks the libraries open to all 
though not being bases for the construction of a system are not destroyed 
but are maintained. and are enlarged as much as possible, but not to the 
detriment of the workers libraries 


Only when the workers are developed to such a degree when they have 
learned to use books to such a degree that they will not need special atten 
tion and will be able themselves to give the library the desired physiog 
nomy only then shall we be in a position to renounce our present tactics 
and set to work to build a unified library for all 


February 5 1921 
V I Lenm and Library Organisation 
M 1977 pp 116-20 (in Russian) 


F Dobler 
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From INSTRUCTIONS 
OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
TO COMMUNISTS WORKING 
IN THE PEOPLE'S COMMISSARIAT 
FOR EDUCATION °?! 


7 The distribution of newspapers, pamphlets, magazines 
and books to libraries and reading rooms 1n schools and 
elsewhere 1s also highly unsatisfactory The result ıs that 
newspapers and books reach only a small section of Soviet 
office workers and extremely few factory workers and 
peasants This whole system must be reorganised from top 
to bottom 


Pravda No 25 February 5, 1921 Collected Works Vol 32, 
pp 121 22 


From THE WORK 
OF THE PEOPLE’S COMMISSARIAT 
FOR EDUCATION 


That this 1s the main flaw in the work of the People’s 
Commissariat for Education is evident from a paging 
through the fine booklet, The People s Commissariat for Edu 
cation October 1917 October 1920 Brief Report Comrade 
Lunacharsky admits this when he refers in the preface (p 5) 
to the “obvious lack of the practical approach” But much 
more effort will be needed to drive this home to all the Com 
munists in the People’s Commissariat for Education and 
make them practise these truths This booklet shows that our 
knowledge of the facts 1s poor, very poor indeed, we do not 
know how to collect them, we are unable to judge how 
many questions we ought to raise and the number of answers 
we can expect to get (taking into consideration our level of 
culture, our customs, and our means of communication) We 
don’t know how to collect evidence of practical experience 
and sum it up We indulge in empty “general arguments 
and abstract slogans”, but do not now how to utilise 
the services of competent teachers, in general, and of 
competent engineers and agronomists for technical educa 
tion, in particular, we don't know how to utilise facto 
ries, state farms, tolerably well organised enterprises and 
electric power stations for the purpose of polytechnical 
education 
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In spite of these defects, the Soviet Republic is making 
progress ın public education, there ıs no doubt about that 
There ıs a mighty urge for hght and knowledge "down 
below", that 1s to say, among the mass of working people 
whom capitalism had been hypocritically cheating out of an 
education and depriving of it by open violence We can be 
proud that we are promoting and fostering this urge But it 
would be a real crime to ignore the defects ın our work, and 
the fact that we have not yet learned properly to organise the 
state apparatus of education 

Take also the distribution of newspapers and books, the 
question dealt with in the last point of the Central Commit 
tee's Instructions, point 7 

The Council of People's Commissars issued its decree on 
“The Centralisation of Library Organisation" (p 439, Col 
lection of Statutes, 1920, No 87) on November 3, 1920, pro 
viding for the creation of a single network of libraries of the 
RSFSR 

Here are some of the data I have been able to obtain on 
the question from Comrade Malkin 32 of the Central Periodi 
cals Administration, and from Comrade Modestov 33 of the 
Library Section of the Moscow Department of Education In 
38 gubernias, 305 uyezds, the number of libraries in central 
2e Russia (excluding Siberia and North Caucasus) was as 
ollows 


Central libraries 342 
District. urban » 521 
Volost » 4474 
Travelling » 1 661 
Village reading rooms 14 739 
Miscellaneous ( rural juvenile reference libraries of 
various institutions and organisations. ) 12 203 
Total 33 940 


Comrade Modestov believes, on the basis of his expe 
nence, that about three-quarters of this number actually 
exist, while the rest are only listed as such For Moscow 
Gubernia, the Central Periodicals Administration gives the 
figure of 1,223 libraries, while Comrade Modestov's figure 1s 
1,018, of these 204 are ın the city proper and 814 in the 
guberma, not counting the trade union libraries (probably 
about 16) and the army libranes (about 125) 

As far as can be judged from a comparison of the different 
gubernias, these figures are not very reliable let us hope the 
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actual figure does not turn out to be under 75 per cent! In 
Vyatka Gubernia, for example, there are 1,703 village read 
ing rooms, in Vladimir Gubernia 37, ın Petrograd Guber 
nia 98, in Ivanovo Voznesensk Guberma 75, etc Of the 
“miscellaneous” libraries there are 36 in Petrograd Guber 
mia, 378 in Voronezh Gubernia, 525 in Ufa Gubernia, 31 in 
Pskov Gubernia, etc 

These figures seem to show that the thirst for knowledge 
among the mass of workers and peasants 1s tremendous, and 
that the striving for education and the establishment of 
libraries 1s mighty and "popular" in the real sense of the 
word But we are still very short of ability in organising, 
regulating, shaping and properly satisfying this popular urge 
Much remains to be done in creating a real mtegrated 
network of libraries 

How are we distributing the newspapers and books? 
According to the Administration's 1920 figures for eleven 
months, we distributed 401 million copies of newspapers and 
14 million books Here are the figures for three newspapers 
(January 12, 1921), compiled by the Periodicals Section of 
the Central Administration for the Distribution of Books 34 


Izvestia Pravda — Bednota 


Branches of the Central Periodicals Ad 

ministration 191000 139000 183000 
Military Bureau for the Supply of Literature 

and Newspapers to Divisional. Dispatch 

Offices 50000 40000 85000 
Railway organisations. Railway Dept Cen 

tral Periodicals Administration and Agita 


tion Centres 30000 25000 16000 

Offices and Organisations in the City of 
Moscow 65000 35000 8 000 
Commandant of the City of Moscow 8 000 7 000 6 000 
Passenger trains 1 000 1 000 1 000 
Public Reading Stands and Files 5 000 3 000 1 000 
Total 350000 250000 300000 


The figure for public reading stands, 1 e, the really mas 
sive distribution, is astonishingly small, as against the enor 
mous figures for the "establishments", etc, in the capital, 
evidently the papers grabbed and bureaucratically utilised by 
"Soviet bureaucrats”, both military and civilian 

Here are a few more figures taken from the reports of the 
local branches of the Central Periodicals Administration In 
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September 1920, its Voronezh Gubernia branch received 
newspapers twelve times (that 1s to say, there were no papers 
on eighteen of the thirty days in September) Those received 
were distributed as follows  /zvestia (to branches of the 

A) uyezd 4 986, copies (4,020, 4 310) *, district 7 216 
(5.860, 10,064), volost 3,370 (3,200, 4,285), Party organisa 
trons 447 (569, 3,880), Soviet establishments 1,765 (1,641, 
509) note that Soviet establishments received nearly three 
times as many copies of Pravda as Party organisations! Then 
follow Agitation and Educational Department of the Mili 
tary Commissariat 5,532 (5,793, 12,332), agitation cen 
tres 352 (400, 593), village reading rooms nil Subscrib 
ers 7,167 (3,080, 764) Thus, “subscribers” (actually, of 
course, “Soviet bureaucrats”) received a fat slice Public 
reading stands 460 (508, 500) Total 32,517 (25,104, 
37,237) 

In November 1920, Ufa Gubernia received 25 consign 
ments, that 1s to say, there was no delivery on five days only 
Distribution Party organisations. 113 (1,572, 153), Soviet 
establishments 2,763 (1,296, 1,267), Agitation and Educa 
tional Department of the Military Commissariat 687 (470, 
6,500), Volost Executive Committees 903 (308, 3,511), vil 
lage reading rooms 36 (Pravda 8, eight copies! 2,538), 
subscribers nil, "various uyezd organisations” 1,044 (219, 
991) Total 5,841 (4,069, 15,429) 

Lastly, the report of the branch in Pustoshensk Volost, 
Sudogda Uyezd, Vladimir Gubernia for December 1920 
Party organisations 1 (1, 2), Soviet offices 2 (1, 3), Agi 
tation and Educational Department of the Military Commis 
sariat 2 (1, 2), Volost Executive Committees 2 (1, 3), post 
and telegraph offices 1 (1, 1), Urshelsky Works Commit 
tee ] (1, 2), District Department of Social Maintenance 1 
(0, 3) Total 10 (6, 16) 

What ts the conclusion to be drawn from these fragmen 
tary data? I believe it 1$ what our Party Programme says, 
namely “Only the first steps in the transition from capi 
talsm to communism are being taken at the present 
time ” 35 

Under capitalism, a newspaper 1s a capitalist enterprise, 
a means of enrichment, a medium of information and enter 
tammment for the rich, and an instrument for duping and 


* First figure Pravda second, Bednota 
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cheating the mass of working people We have smashed this 
instrument of profit making and deceit We have begun to 
convert the newspapers into an instrument for educating the 
masses and for teaching them to live and run their economy 
without the landowners and capitalists But we are only at 
the start of the road Not much has been done during the 
last three years or so A great deal remains to be done the 
road ahead is very long indeed Let us have less political fire 
works, fewer general arguments and abstract slogans from 
inexperienced. Communists who fail to understand their 
tasks let us have more production propaganda and, above 
all, more efficient and capable application of practical expe 
rience to fit the development of the masses 

We have abolished newspaper subscriptions (I have no 
data on the distribution of books, there the situation 1s 
probably even worse) This is a step from capitalism to com 
munism But capitalism cannot be killed at one stroke, it 
rears its head in the form of “Soviet bureaucrats” grabbing 
the newspapers on various pretexts they must be grabbing 
a great number, though we cannot say just how many There 
must be a sustained drive in this field against the Soviet bu 
reaucrats, who must be “rapped over the knuckles” for grab- 
bing books and newspapers Their share and they them 
selves must be steadily reduced Unfortunately, we are 
unable to slash their number down to one tenth, or one hun 
dredth ıt would be a fraud to promise this at our present 
level of culture, but we can and must whittle 1t down No 
real Communist will fail to do this 

We must see to it that books and newspapers are, as 
a rule, distributed gratis only to the libraries and reading 
rooms, which provide a proper reading service for the whole 
country and the whole mass of workers, soldiers and peas 
ants This will accelerate, intensify and make more effective 
the people’s eager quest for knowledge That 1s when educa 
tion will advance by leaps and bounds 

Here is some simple arithmetic by way of illustration 
there are 350,000 copies of Izvestia and 250,000 copies of 
Pravda for the whole of Russia We are poor We have no 
newsprint The workers are short of fuel, food, clothes and 
footwear The machines are worn out The buildings are fall 
ing apart Let us assume that we actually have for the 
country as a whole that is some 10 000 odd volosts 50,000 
libraries and reading rooms This would give no less than 
three for each volost, and certainly one for each factory and 
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military unit Let us further assume that we have not only 
learned to take "the first step from capitalism. to. com 
munism", but also the second and the third Let us assume 
that we have learned to distribute three copies of newspapers 
to every library and reading room, of which, say, two go on 
the "public reading stands" (assuming that we have taken 
the fourth step from capitalism to communism, I make the 
bold assumption that instead of pasting newspapers on walls 
in the barbarous way which spoils them, we fix them with 
wooden pegs we have no metal tacks, and there will be 
a shortage of metal even at the “fourth step"! to a smooth 
board for convenient reading and to keep the papers from 
spoiling) And so, two copies each for 50,000 libraries and 
reading rooms for “‘pasting up" and one copy to be kept in 
reserve. Let us also assume that we have learned to allow the 
Soviet bureaucrats, the pampered "grandees" of the Soviet 
Republic, a moderate number of newspapers for them 
to waste, let us say, no more than a few thousand 
copies 

On these bold assumptions the country will have a much 
better service with 160,000 or, say, 175,000 copies The 
papers will be there for everyone to read the news (if the 
“travelling libraries" which, in my opinion, Comrade 
F Dobler so successfully defended in Pravda just the other 
day, are properly organised 36) All this needs is 350,000 
copies of two newspapers Today, there are 600,000 copies, 
a large part of which is being grabbed by the "Soviet bur 
eaucrats", wasted as "cigarette paper", etc, simply through 
the habits acquired under capitalism This would give us 
a saving of 250,000 copies, or, despite our extreme poverty, 
a saving equal to two dailies with a circulation of 125,000 
each Each of these could carry to the people every day ser 
ious and valuable literary material and the best modern and 
classical fiction, and textbooks on general educational sub- 
jects, agriculture and industry Long before the war, the 
French bourgeoisie learned to make money by publishing 
p fiction, not at 3 50 francs a volume for the gentry, 

ut at 10 centimes (1 e, 35 times as cheap, 4 kopeks at the 
pre war rate) in the form of a proletarian newspaper, why, 
in that case, can't we do the same at the second step from 
capitalism to communism Why can’t we do the same thing 
and learn, within a year, even in our present state of poverty, 
to give the people two copies of a newspaper through each 
of the 50,000 libraries and reading rooms, all the necessary 
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textbooks and world classics, and books on modern science 
and engineering 
We shall learn to do this, I am sure 


February 7, 1921 
Pravda No 28 February 9 1921 Collected Works Nol 32 
Signed N Lenin pp 126-32 


TOA M LEZHAVA 


Comrade Lezhava People’s Commissariat 
for Foreign Trade 
Copy Central Peat Administration 


Reaffirm instructions to our representatives in Finland, 
Sweden, Denmark, Germany and Britain to make immediate 
purchases of the latest * literature on the peat industry, and 
also all new publications, and to send it through the People's 
Commissariat for Foreign Trade to Glavtorf addresses only 


Lenin 
Chairman, Council of People's Commuissars 


Written on April 6 1921 Collected Works Vol 45 


First. published on November 24 petig 
1963 ın Pravda No 328 


TO A V LUNACHARSKY, M N POKROVSKY 
AND Y A LITKENS 37 


April 8, 1921 


Comrades Lunacharsky, Pokrovsky and Litkens 


Signs are increasing that, as regards systematic and 
planned work, affairs in the People's Commissariat of Edu 
cation are not improving, in spite of the directives of the 
Central Committee and the special instructions of the Cen 
tral Committee when the People's Commissariat of Educa 


* The word latest is ın Lenins hand Ed 
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tion was being reorganised 

When will the main plan of work be drawn up? What 
questions will be included ın this plan? Such questions as the 
writing of textbooks the library network and its use model 
schools accountability of the teachers programmes for 
training courses, lectures, classes 1n schools supervision over 
the degree of effective fulfilment of programmes and the 
progress of class studies? 

Or other questions? Which? 

What questions have been recognised as most important 
and urgent? 

Are there decisions on this subject? What measures are 
being taken for systematic supervision of their fulfilment? 

I request a brief reply 


V Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People's Commissars 


First published in 1932 Collected Works Vol 35 
in Lenin. Miscellany XX p 482 


TO THE STATE PUBLISHING HOUSE 


Copy to Book Chamber 


I suggest you should charge the Book Chamber with the 
following work by way of experiment 

1) Make cuttings from the most important newspapers 
(Izvestia VTsIK, Pravda, Ekonomicheskaya Zhizn, Petro 
gradskaya Pravda) and the central regional newspapers 
Ukrainian, Caucasian, Siberian, Urals, etc (in all no more 
than 10 including the central ones) for the month of May of 
all material concerning economic, administrative and produc 
tion questions, including also reports and statistical material, 
make a detailed classification of them and stick them in 
albums, out of these albums compile four parallel sets 

2) Draw up a detailed systematised alphabetic index to the 
month's set of the papers mentioned,38 embracing all the 
Material contained ın the paper, including advertisements 

For the said work fix a prece rate salary and, on condition 
of its good fulfilment, to the satisfaction of the Council of 
People's Commissars, establish a bonus to be paid partly in 
nature by agreement with the bonus department of the All 
Russia Central Council of Trade Unions 
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Report to me on fulfilment through the office manager of 
the Council of People's Commissars, Comrade Gorbunov 


V Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People's Commissars 


Written on April 28 1921 


First published in 1945 
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV 


TO Y A LITKENS 


17 V 1921 


Comrade Litkens 

In view of the appointment of a “New broom” to Tsentro- 
pechat,* 39 an effort should be made to establish precise 
administrative. responsibilities 

1) lay down most precisely in writing the. responsibilities 
of the head of Tsentropechat and the gubernia heads, 

2) ditto, ın respect of the library network 

(a) general state (Public and Rumyantsev) libraries 

(b) gubernia 

(c) uyezd 

(d) volost libraries (unless it is too early, unless you 
have decided to confine yourself to uyezd libranes for 
the time being) 

3) you (and we) must be absolutely sure whom we are to 
Jail (both from Tsentropechat and the /ibrary network, from 
both institutions without fail), if. within one month (2 weeks? 
6 weeks?) after the publication of every Soviet book it 1s not 
available at every library Send me a short report on this 


Lenin 


First published ın 1932 Collected Works Vol 45 
in Lenin Miscellany XX p 145 


* Central Press Distribution Agency Ed 
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DRAFT DECISION FOR THE CLD 
ON LOCAL ECONOMIC CONFERENCES, 
ON REPORTING AND ON COMPLYING WITH 
THE INSTRUCTIONS OF THE CL D ^ 


1 Gubernia and uyezd economic conferences are to be 
organised everywhere, standing ın the same relation to the 
gubernia and uyezd executive committees as the Council of 
Labour and Defence to the Council of People's Commissars 
Managing offices or secretariats must be common ones All 
the work 1s to be done through the apparatus of the corre 
sponding departments without creating a special apparatus 

2 The village committees and village Soviets are to act as 
the local, lower bodies of the CLD, and in factory and 
urban communities these functions are to be assumed by the 
district Soviets, the district economic conferences and the 
factory committees The volost executive committees either 
completely fulfil the duties of volost economic conference or 
assign several of their members to form the volost economic 
conferences 

3 It is the obligatory duty of all the economic conferences 
to report on their activities to the C L D , such activities to be 
guided by the Instructions of the CL D which are to be 
issued simultaneously with this decision 

The reports of the regional economic conferences, the 
gubernia and uyezd economic conferences must be printed in 
no less than 100 copies (three of which are to be sent to the 
CLD, one copy each to the leading public libraries, the 
Rumyantsev Library in Moscow and the Public Library in 
Petrograd, and one copy to the library of each gubernia 
economic conference) Reports are to be submitted every two 
months (three or four months?) 4! 

The reports of the lower bodies are to be in writing, one 
copy for the gubernia economic conference and one for the 
CLD, to be submitted not less than twice a year 

The report to the CL D must be accompanied by syste 
matically selected issues of the local newspapers or cuttings 
from them devoted to questions of local economic life, as 
well as all publications on these questions 

The co-operation of the local staff of the Central Statisti 
cal Board and the Workers’ and Peasants’ Inspection should 
be enlisted in compiling these reports 

Each local body 1s obliged immediately to appoint and 
communicate to the C L D the names of persons responsible 
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for the timely drawing up of the report 1n each of its subsec 
tions and general collation, as well as the names of their 
deputies 

4 The newspaper Ekonomicheskaya Zhizn 1s to become 
the organ of the CLD 

Following the same Instructions, it should regularly pub 
lish summaries of local economic work alongside its present 
coverage The recording and study of practical experience in 
all economic work in the RSFSR and the working out of 
general guidelines on the basis of such experience must 
become the chief task of Ekonomicheskaya Zhizn 

The editors must select and widen the circle of local cor 
respondents, both Party and non Party, for the purpose of 
information on the work done in the local areas 

It shall be the duty of the Central Distributing Agency to 
accurately deliver two copies of Ekonomicheskaya Zhizn to 
every gubernia, uyezd and volost library, and the duty of 
these libraries to keep newspaper files of both copies avail 
able for the whole population 


Wntten on May 19-20 1921 Collected Works Vol 42, 


First published ın 1959 pp 30304 
in. Lenin. Miscellany XXXVI 


From INSTRUCTIONS 
OF THE COUNCIL OF LABOUR AND DEFENCE 
TO LOCAL SOVIET BODIES 


DRAFT 42 


It ıs exceptionally important that local organisations 
should submit to the CLD regular and precise information 
on their activity, for one of our main evils is the inadequate 
study of practical experience, inadequate exchange of expe 
rience and mutual control putting orders from the centre to 
the test of local experience. and subjecting local work to con 
trol by the centre One of the most important means of com 
bating bureaucratic practices and red tape should be to 
check the way the laws and orders from the centre are car 
ried out locally, and this requires the printing of public 
reports, with non Party people and people not working in the 
departments necessarily taking a greater hand Nashe Kho- 
zyaistvo, "the fortnightly journal of the Tver Gubernia Eco- 


76 


nomic Council" (No 1, April 15, 1921, No 2, April 30, 
1921), 1s evidence that the local need to study, elucidate and 
publicise the results of our economic experience is being rea 
lised and satisfied the correct way It will not be possible, of 
course, to publish a Journal in every gubernia, not within the 
next few months, at any rate, nor will it be possible every 
where to have a fortnightly printing of 3,000 copies, as is the 
case in Tver But every gubernia, and every uyezd even, can 
and should compile a report on local economic activities 
once every two months (or initially at longer intervals, by 
way of exception), and issue it in a printing of, say, 100 to 
300 copies The paper and the printing facilities for such 
a small operation will surely be found everywhere, provided 
we realise its urgency and importance, and see the necessity 
to satisfy this need by taking the paper from many of the 
departments which print a mass of useless and hardly urgent 
material The copy could be set up 1n small type and printed 
in two columns (as the comrades in Tver are doing), the fea 
sibility and urgency of this will be quite clear if we realise 
the simple truth that even a hundred copies, distributed one 
to every guberma library and all the major state libraries, 
will provide a source of information for the whole of Russia, 
which may perhaps be scanty but sure, and will serve as 
a record of experience 


24 Electrification 


Have the gubernia and uyezd libraries copies of the Plan 
for the Electrification of the R S S R ,9 which was submit 
ted as a report to the Eighth Congress of Soviets? If so, how 
many copies? If not, it shows that the local delegates to the 
Eighth Congress of Soviets are dishonest and ought to be 
expelled from the Party and dismissed from their responsible 
posts, or else they are idlers who should be taught to do 
their duty by a term of imprisonment (at the Eighth Con 
gress of Soviets, 1,500 2,000 copies were handed out for local 
libraries) 


27 Press Publicity for Economic Work 


Local publications and Ekonomicheskaya Zhizn How 1s 
economic work treated in the press? Participation of non 
Party people? Verification and appraisal of practical expe 
rience 
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Circulation of local publications and of Ekonomicheskaya 
Zhizn? Are they available at the libraries and accessible to 
the public? 

Publication of pamphlets and books on economic develop 
ment Give list of the publications issued 

Demand for foreign literature to what extent 1s ıt satis 
fied? Are the publications of the Bureau of Foreign Science 
and Technology # delivered? If so, what opinion is expressed 
about them? Other foreign publications in Russian and other 
languages? 


Written on May 21 1921 Collected Works Vol 32 
Published as a pamphlet pp 381 82, 396 397 98 
in 1921 


TO N L. MESHCHERYAKOV * 45 


Comrade Meshcheryakov, 

Please inform us what has been done about your letter of 
9/V (to the CC No 72/150) In my opinion a /aw should be 
issued according to both state and Party procedure 

ig haar pee 

1) free of charge on signature only to members of the 
C C 4 members of the All Russia Central Executive Com 
mittee (?), 

2) to others only on signature for a local gubernia or 
uyezd library with obligation to hand over to it in a month, 

3) m general, so much for distribution, the rest only for 
libraries, 

4) means of checking 


23/V Lenin 


First published in 1932 
in Lenin Miscellany XX 


* On the letter Lenin added Send Meshcheryakov a letter hke this 
On note paper with official heading Ed 
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From SPEECH ON LOCAL ECONOMIC BODIES 
DELIVERED AT A SITTING 
OF THE ALL-RUSSIA 
CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MAY 30, 1921 46 


One of the main objects of printing the reports* is to 
bring them within reach of the non Party masses, and of the 
population in general We cannot use mass production meth 
ods and print these reports in large numbers, and so we must 
concentrate them in the libraries That being the case, we 
must arrange for brief printed summaries of these reports, 
giving the gist of what is of most interest to the population 
The technical facilities for this are available Before coming 
here to speak I made inquiries of the representative of the 
Central Paper Board He has sent me a precise report cover 
ing 339 uyezd centres, and showing that each of these has 
the printing facilities and the paper to print very brief 
reports He has based his calculations on the assumption 
that the smallest of these uyezd centres would print 16 pages 
in octavo, once a month, of course But once a month is too 
often Whether you decide on once in two months, or in 
four, or perhaps even a longer period, will evidently be 
determined by the reports we get from the localities He has 
assumed that there would be 1,000 copies, and has accord 
ingly estimated that the required quantity of paper 1s now 
available A thousand copies would enable us to supply these 
reports at least to every uyezd library and so bring them 
within the reach of all who are interested in them, particu 
larly the masses of non Party people Of course, this will 1m 
tially have to be an experiment, no one can guarantee that it 
will be successful at once, and that there will be no defects 

To conclude my brief supplementary remarks I should like 
to emphasise one other thing One of the most important 
tasks confronting us at present is that of massive enlistment 
of non Party people for this work, ensuring that apart from 
Party members and ın any case officials of the department 
concerned, the largest possible number of non Party people 
should have an interest in the work and be enlisted in it. It 
appeared to us that this could not be achieved in any way 
except by publishing the reports, at any rate, the more essen 
tial part of them Some establishments send in extremely full 


* Reports of local economic bodies Ed 
79 


reports All the information that we have had on this ques- 
tion up to now shows that some local bodies are excellently 
organised At all events, the work in the localities 1s con 
stantly providing us with a great deal of very encouraging 
material What we really lack ıs the ability to publicise the 
best examples which are not many and set them up as mo- 
dels which all should be obliged to emulate Our press does 
not publicise these really exemplary local organisations which 
have practical experience. Printing these reports and bring 
ing them within ie reach of the broad masses of the popula 
tion, by supplying copies to every library, if only on the uyezd 
level, should help provided conferences of non Party people 
are properly convened to enlist far greater numbers in 
the economic drive Any number of resolutions have been pas 
sed on this subject In some places, something has been done, 
but taking the country as a whole, certainly far too little 1s 
being done By this method, however, we shall improve the 
work of the establishments and make it possible for every local 
worker in every responsible economic post to provide the centre 
with signed reports containing precise and definite information 
on his practical experience, which could be used as a model 
This seems to be what we lack most at the present time 

First published in full in Collected Works Vol 32 

I IV. sessu Vserossuskogo pp 439-40 

Tsentralnogo Ispoinitelnogo 

Komiteta VIII sozyva 
Stenograficheski otchot 
(LIV Sessions of the Eighth 
All Russia 

Central Executive Committee 


Verbatim. Report) 
Moscow 1922 


TO N P GORBUNOV 


(Note on a letter from 
the Illinois University Library, USA)? 


June 16, 1921 Vladimir. Hyich Ulyanov Lenin 
Comrade  Gorbu President of the Council 
nov, Reply to them, Moscow Russia 
suggesting University Library in Illinois 
exchange of Urbana, Illinois 
books 48 Dear Sir 
Lenin We wish to request your co-operation in the 
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matter of completing our collection of foreign 
documents with the official publications of 
Your Government and hope that you will in- 
clude our name in your list so that we may 
receive your publications in the future and that 
you will also send us back numbers as far as 
possible. 

Such agreement will be useful not only to 
us; we believe that it is beyond all doubt in 
your interest to have authoritative information 
concerning your country in the stocks of such 
extensive reference library as ours. Our collection 
of foreign documents includes up to a thousand 
volumes and is acquiring increasing significance 
in research work of all kinds. 

Your co-operation in increasing the value of 
this collection will naturally be appreciated; for 
our part, we agree to mutual exchange of such 
of the University's publications as you wish to 
receive provided you indicate exactly what you 
desire... 


First published in 1945 
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV 


LETTER TO G. Y. ZINOVIEV 
AND INSTRUCTIONS TO THE SECRETARY 4 


1) Radek 
. 2) me 
Type 6 copies j 3) Trotsky 
and send to 4) Kamenev 
5) Stalin 


6) extra copy 


To Comrade Zinoviev 
13/VIII-1921 


Obviously, we cannot properly organise in Russia a bu- 
reau for properly summarising and selecting information on 
the international labour movement. We haven't the people 
for it, nor the libraries, etc. 

I suggest that such a bureau be set up in Germany. 
Employ one manager (a non-work-fit Communist, better still 
a non-Communist) plus 2 assistants (+2-3 typists). 
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A definite monthly sum should be earmarked for this pur 
pose We should try to arrange legally, under some trade 
name, something like Zeitungskorrespondenz, a supply of 
articles and copy to the newspapers 

Three Germans (knowing English, French, Italian and 
Czech enough to start with) could of course be found 
Radek, if I am not mistaken, even had someone in mind 

This bureau, if we could find efficient men to run it under 
contract (intellectuals 1n Germany are hard up, and we could 
select a good staff), would carry on systematic research work 
for us in collecting literary and special newspaper material 
and working it up on two cardinal and main points 

A) international imperialism , 

B) the international labour movement 
We could (with Radek and with his help) probably find 2 3 
dozen Communists doing journalistic work in all countries to 
act as contributors (and writer-consultants) to this bureau 

Such a bureau would work for a start m German 
(for the continent of Europe now undoubtedly the most 
international language), and at the first opportunity it would 
add to its publications translations into French and Eng 
lish Russian translations could easily be arranged we would 
simply give job through official state channels to 2 3 bour 
geois professors, so as not to divert communist forces 
on purely technical work 

On both these questions (A and B) the bureau should sys 
tematically keep abreast of the international literature, espe 
cially newspaper literature, and compile lists of valuable books 
and newspaper articles on these questions 

The most important thing here would be to detail and 
arrange these questions correctly to compile a rational and 
classified /15t of these questions and supplement it in good 
time according to the needs of the moment 

And then commentaries of not more than 3 10 lines on 
books and on very rare and specially important newspaper 
articles (1 out of 100, or maybe 1 out of 500), so that you 
can tell at once what to look for and what the respective 
book or article deals with 

The wnter-consultants could write these commentaries 
(or rather a statement of the contents) easily, 1f the German 
centre organised this work and paid them for it 

Further, the bureau should run 

a summary of important items of information from the 

newspapers and press cuttings (at least 3-4 sets to 
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begin with one tor the files, one for Moscow, and one 
extra set to meet any contingency) 
With the help of consultants and Radek at their head, we 
could make also a list of subjects, for example 
shadings and controversial issues within communism, 
? ” dá and on the fringe of 
communism (II1/2* 
and anarchists), 
» » » also within the trade 
union movement, 
elections and their statistics (or results) to judge the 
strength of the trends in the labour movement, 
the history of outstanding strikes and “incidents” 
(demonstrations, actions, etc ) and so on 
I believe that, properly organised, this bureau would bring 
m a certain income, as its bulletins would be purchased 
by certain newspapers and libraries as important in 
formation material 
But this income, of course, would at best cover only 
a small part of the expenses We can and should bear these 
expenses All the material, as far as we are concerned, will 
serve the cause of public education and the work of propa 
ganda and agitation 
Such a bureau can and should be organised It can be very 
useful Without it we have no eyes, ears or hands for partici 
pation in the international movement and we do it casually, 
always dependent (for information) on someone who is 
closer, near at hand, who has happened to read about t, 
who has just dropped ın, happened to mention it, and so on 
I propose that the Politbureau discuss this plan and set up 
a small commission for its preliminary drafting, say 
Radek 


Perhaps only two would be better to start with They can 
enlist the co operation of Steklov and Bela Kun (and many 
others), invite to Moscow a candidate for the post of bureau 
manager, and then be able to make up an estimate and sub- 


* Meaning the Centnst II 1'2 Internauonal Ed 


mit the whole elaborated plan to the Politbureau for 
consideration 


16/VIII Lenin 
First published in 1970 Collected Works Nol 42 
in Lenin Collected Works pp 333 36 


Fifth Russ ed Vol 53 


A NOTE TO E VARGA “© 
AND THESES ON THE ORGANISATION 
OF AN INFORMATION INSTITUTE ON QUESTIONS 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR MOVEMENT *! 


Dear Comrade Varga, 
I enclose my remarks If you think it necessary, we can 
talk things over on the telephone 
Best regards, 
Lenin 


31/8 


Tentative Amendments or Theses 
To Comrade E Varga’s Project 
for the Organisation of an Information Institute 


1 Absolute and strict legality of the Institute for 
Berlin or Vienna conditions and for the whole of Western 
Europe, Britain and America 

2 Headquarters of the Institute Berlin or Vienna of 
Copenhagen or Christiania 

3 No more than 20% of the Institute’s working time and 
publications should be devoted to economic and social ques 
tions (both together 20%) 80% to political questions 

4 As far as political questions are concerned, the task of 
the Institute 1s only to collect objective data on questions 
that are legal and open to discussion 

5 The Institute must be completely independent of the 
respective Communist Parties 

6 The official name of the Institute should be, tentatively 
Institute for the Study of Forms of Social Movement 

7 Instructions of a principle nature are to be given to the 
head (or to three heads, not more) of the Institute 
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8. On the basis of verbal instructions of a principle nature 
the head is to work out detailed and absolutely legal instruc- 
tions and submit them here in Moscow for endorsement by 
the Comintern Executive. 

9. Reports to be submitted weekly or twice a week. Socio- 
economic appendixes monthly or tri-monthly. 

10. The Institute must have no contacts whatever with the 
Russian embassies. 

l1. The Institute must begin in a small way. For the Ger- 
man-speaking countries, Scandinavia and the Slav countries - 
only the German language. 

Activities may be extended to Anglo-Saxon and Romance 
countries only on the basis of a special agreement with 
a representative of each group of these countries. Agreement 
only here in Moscow. 

12. The reports, or rather, publications, or correspondence 
of the Institute should be paid for by subscribers (news- 
papers, libraries, etc.). 

The basic principle should be— such an organisation of the 

Institute and such operation as would compe! ail labour 
newspapers of all trends to subscribe to the Institute's publi- 
cations and pay for them. If this does not happen, it will be 
proof that the Institute is worthless. 
. 13. Comrade Varga's project should serve as initial draft 
instructions. [n particular, two basic amendments to this 
project are needed: 1) $ 3- up; 2) the political part should 
be considerably elaborated. 

Some remarks to this Point 2: 

(Appendix B.) §§ 3 and 4: Correspondence from fac- 
tories? 

* money collected by the workers themselves? 

_+ questions of the trade union movement should be spe- 
cially dealt with in detail from the political angle. Winning 
the trade unions is one of the most important political 
issues. 

+ workers’ co-operatives; ditto (to Section II, b) 

+ all transitional political formations (like the workers’ 
and farmers’ party in the United States) are especially 
Im portant. 

+ Leaflets? Distribution? Circulation? 

+ attitude to the 1914-18 war? Extremely important. 

Section II, $ a “revolutionary” (7?) workers’ parties like 
the Communist Workers’ Party of Germany. 

Name is wrong. They are not revolutionary. They should 
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be called semi anarchist, anarchist or near anarchist 

It 1s necessary to add a split of anarchism all over the 
world in patriotic and internationalist questions, for the 
Soviet system, against the Soviet system 

(§ b) Parties of the II and II'/, Internationals much 
more detailed 

+ attitude to own colonies and to wnperialism in practi 
cal politics much much more detailed 

+ all pacifist and petty bourgeois democratic groups and 
trends much more detailed 


And so on 
First published in 1965 Collected Works Vol 42 
in Lenin Collected Works pp 337 39 


Fifth Russ ed Vol 54 


TO A V LUNACHARSKY 


Lunacharsky 
Copy to Litkens 
12 IX 1921 


8 10 of the September 9 law on measures to improve the 
supply of schools makes it binding on the People's Commis 
sariat for Education to issue instructions 

There must be especial caution over $ 6 (the end, the right 
of exchange) This should be allowed not otherwise than 
with. full submission of accounts by a given date, detailed 
rules, otherwise, imprisonment for stealing 

Co ordinate with the People’s Commissariat for Justice 
and show me before signing 

The same on § 8 fees for libraries and clubs 

There should be extreme caution, we can’t hamper at 
tendance Show me before signing 


V Ulyanov ( Lern 


Chairman, C P 
First published m 1933 Collected Works Vol 45 
in Lenin Miscellany XXIII p 2% 
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DRAFT DECISION 
FOR THE POLITBUREAU OF THE C.C. R.C.P.(B) 
ON THE FREE SALE OF BOOKS 
FROM MOSCOW WAREHOUSE STOCKS 5 


1) Stock-taking of books in Moscow warehouses to be 
carried out jointly by the Moscow Soviet and the Chief 
Committee for Political Education; 

2) The C.C.P.E. to be allowed to take such books from 
store as are needed for libraries, Moscow's interests being 
fully observed in the distribution of these books; to ensure 
that these interests are duly observed, the C.C.P.E. is obliged 
to satisfy the requirements of the Moscow Gubernia Com- 
mittee for Political Education, which has the right to appeal 
against its decisions in the course of three days. 

3) Pornography and books on religious subjects shall not 
be released for free sale, and shall be turned over to the 
Paper Industry Board as wastepaper. 

4) The sale of foreign books shall be freely permitted. 


Written on September 13, 1921 


First published in 1959 Collected Works, Vol. 42, 
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI pp. 342-43 


NOTE ON A LETTER OF D. B. RYAZANOV 


Comrade Lenin 
Comrade Bukharin* 
I already wired you from Vienna that I can Decided to 
buy both the library of Grünberg and that of give a further 
Mautner. The former represents a most valu- 75, 


able collection of literature on the history of 


socialism. Besides journals, it comprises nearly Lenin 

all the lithographed literature, a number of bib- 26/IX [1921] 
liographic rarities and a wonderful collection of 

utopias. 


I don't need to write anything to you about 
the latter. You are perfectly well acquainted 
with it. It is the only collection of uniques in 
the world. It is simply indispensable for study- 
ing the history of Marxism. Besides books, 
there is a big collection of prints and portraits, 
a collection of coins of revolutionary times and 
a large collection of autographs. 


* Underlined by Lenin.- Ed. 
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..If we buy these libraries we shall have in 
Moscow the best library on socialism in the 


world... Ryazanov 


First published in 1970 
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVII 


TO THE FOREIGN LITERATURE COMMITTEE 5? 


Forlitcom 


Forlitcom's report shows that it has managed to do vir- 
tually nothing as yet. 

The main task that Forlitcom should set itself is to have 
the special libraries in Moscow, Petrograd and the major 
cities of the Republic concentrate in their hands one copy 
each of all the latest technical and scientific (chemistry, phys- 
ics, electrical engineering, medicine, statistics, economics, 

. etc.) magazines and books for 1914-1921 published abroad, 
and to have regular receipt of all periodicals arranged. I shall 
appraise the whole of Forlitcom's work primarily from the 
standpoint of the actual fulfilment of this assignment. 

By the way: 

a) the report says that Forlitcom has decided to transfer 
all credits from all the departments to Forlitcom’s account. 
Has this decision been carried out? How much credit has 
been received from each department? 

b) Page 3 of the report says: "The boxes with scientific 
and technical literature tended to contain a mass of what 
was absolutely not important or remarkable in any way - fic- 
tion and expensive de luxe editions, purchased no one knows 
whom for (for private persons) as a personal favour." 

This is an incredible outrage and a crime. What has Forlit- 
com done to punish the guilty persons? Let me know at once 
the names of the guilty persons and how they have been 
punished. 


V. Ulyanov ( Lenin) 
Chairman, C.P.C. 


Written on September 30, 1921 


, First published in 1933 Collected Works, Vol. 45, 
in Lenin Miscellany XXIII pp. 318-19 
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TO PEOPLES COMMISSARIAT 
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
RECORDS BUREAU, 
ALL-RUSSIA EXTRAORDINARY COMMISSION, 
PEOPLE'S COMMISSARIAT 
FOR MILITARY AFFAIRS, 
COMINTERN, CC RCP(B)“ 


Copy to Comrade Pokrovsky, People’s Commissariat. for 
Education 


According to information received from the People's Com 
missariat for Education, the decision of the Council of Peo 
ple’s Commissars of January 17, 1920, minutes No 341, 
point 3 (enclosed herewith), 1s either not being carried out at 
all or 1s being carried out only partially Over the period up 
to September 1, 1921 included there were only 36 sendings 
(from all departments) Some institutions still consider white 
guard printed and manuscript materials as their own 
property and for that reason make them an inseparable part 
of the libraries at their disposal, in which these materials are 
by far not sufficiently made use of 

Please find out why this decision of the C P C is so badly 
carried out and issue relevant orders, circulars and instruc 
tions to the institutions within your jurisdiction 

Please send me a written report of the measures taken by 
you through the office manager of the CP C, Comrade 
Gorbunov 


V Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People's Commissars 


Written on October 7 1921 


First published in 1933 
in Lenin. Miscellany XXIII 


From THE NEW ECONOMIC POLICY 
AND THE TASKS OF 
THE POLITICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENTS 


Report to the Second All Russia Congress 
of Political Education Departments, 
October 17, 192155 


It is not enough to abolish illiteracy, it ıs necessary to 
build up Soviet economy, and for that literacy alone will not 
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carry us very far. We must raise culture to a much higher 
level. A man must make use of his ability to read and write; 
he must have something to read, he must have newspapers 
and propaganda pamphlets, which should be properly dis- 
tributed and reach the people and not get lost in transit, as 
they do now, so that no more than half of them are read, 
and the rest are used in offices for some purpose or other. 
Perhaps not even one-fourth reach the people. We must 
learn to make full use of the scanty resources we do possess. 

That is why we must, in connection with the New Eco- 
nomic Policy, ceaselessly propagate the idea that political edu- 
cation calls for raising the level of culture at ail costs. The 
ability to read and write must be made to serve the purpose 
of raising the cultural level; the peasants must be able to use 
the ability to read and write for the improvement of their 
farms and their state... 

A cultural problem cannot be solved as quickly as political 
and military problems. It must be understood that conditions 
for further progress are no longer what they were. In a pe- 
riod of acute crisis it is possible to achieve a political victory 
within a few weeks. It is possible to obtain victory in war in 
a few months. But it is impossible to achieve a cultural vic- 
tory in such a short time. By its very nature it requires 
a longer period; and we must adapt ourselves to this longer 
period, plan our work accordingly, and display the maxi- 
mum of perseverance, persistence and method. Without these 
qualities it is impossible even to start on the work of politi- 
cal education. And the only criterion of the results of politi- 
cal education is the improvement achieved in industry and 
agriculture. We must not only abolish illiteracy and the brib- 
ery which persists on the soil of illiteracy, but we must get 
the people really to accept our propaganda, our guidance 
and our pamphlets, so that the result may be an improve- 
ment in the national economy. 

Those are the functions of the Political Education Depart- 
ments in connection with the New Economic Policy, and 
I hope this Congress will help us to achieve greater success 
in this field. 


Published in the Vtoroi Vserossiisky Collected Works, Vol. 33, 
syezd politprosvetov. Bulleten syezda pp. 74-75, 78-79 
(Bulletin of the Second All-Russia 
Congress of Political Education 
Departments) No. 2, October 19, 
1921 
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DESIRABLE LITERATURE 
(PUBLICATIONS FROM GERMANY) 


I Pamphlets and proceedings of all parties and conferences 
of the following political trends 
1) Communists, 
2) Kommunistische Arbeiter. Parte: Deutschlands,* 
3) anarchists and syndicalists, 
4) from among the Partei independents (Leftists and 
Rightists) 

II Novels and stories of the Clarte group trend (like Latzko, 
etc) pacifist-critical, assessment of the ımperıalıst war, 
conclusions, etc 

III Economics of the present day results of the war, eco 
nomic rehabilitation, post war problems in industry, in 
agriculture, etc (especially pamphlets, books and pro 
ceedings) 

IV Subscribe to several copies 
for the Comintern, 
for 4-6 university 
and other libraries 
etc 

Rote Fahne ** 

KAPD *** 

Hamburger Volkszeitung **** 

list of new books in every branch 


etc 
25/X 
Lenin 
Wntten on October 25 1921 Collected Works Vol 45, 
p 360 


First published in 1933 
in Lenin Miscellany XXIL 


* Communist Workers Party of Germany Ed 


** Red Banner Ed 
*** Kommunistische Arbeiter. Partei Deutschlands Ed 
**** Hamburg Peoples Newspaper Ed 
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ASSIGNMENT TO N P GORBUNOV 


N P Gorbunov have this opinion of N K * on the decree 
on payment for books copied and send it to Kursky 56 


19/XI Lenin 


As a rule libraries have library councils of representatives of the 
organised population local party cell trade union youth league women s 
section who see to the correct functioning of libraries 

For the same purpose village reading rooms have councils of village 
reading rooms of local peasants 

The central library committee may publish a circular obliging councils 
to issue to higher instances (councils of village reading rooms to volost 
libraries. councils of volost and district libranes to the central ones) certifi 
cates that books and newspapers are received and put to the correct use 
This will be very useful from the point of view that there will be control 
over the correct functioning of councils and a stimulus for organising them 
where they do not exist Generally speaking the centralisation of library 
organisation (hatson between libraries of different types) is already 
advanced to such a degree that this can be done 

The following may be added to the decree on condition that they are 
correctly used by the library councils and councils of village reading rooms 

As regards schools the following should be inserted those schools which 
can prove that they need a newspaper to carry out work with the pupils or 
the population have the mght to receive a newspaper free of charge if this 


necessity 1s certified by the volost uyezd or gubernia department of public 
education 


N K Ulyanova 


PS In December there will be a hbrary conference at which all 
this will be carried through 


Written on November 19 1921 


First published in 1933 
in Lenin Miscellany XXIII 


TO THE FOREIGN LITERATURE COMMITTEE 


Forlitcom 


Copy to Comrade Pyatakov 
for information and co ordinating with Forlitcom 
the question of allocating the necessary credit 
in gold for periodical subscriptions 
I propose for, and for the account of, the Central Board 
of the Coal Industry of the Donets Basin 


* N K Krupskaya Ed 
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1) urgent subscriptions for sets of all mining. magazi 
nes German, British and the United States, for 1917 1921, 
2) regular subscriptions for and mailing to the Central 
Board of 
a) all mining magazines issued ın German, French and 
English, 
b) new publications of the most important books on 
mining, 
c) The Economist magazine 
Please send a report on execution to CPC business 
manager Comrade Gorbunov 


Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars 
P 


Written. on December 2, 1921 Collected Works Vol 45 


First published in. 1933 pp 393 94 
in Lenin Miscellany XXIII 


TO A V LUNACHARSKY, M N POKROVSKY, 
Y A LITKENS 


Comrades Lunacharsky, Pokrovsky, Litkens, 
People s Commissariat for Education 


Please reply most briefly, ın one or at the most two pages 
in all, to some questions in order that I may set forth 
more precisely the relevant parts of my report at the Cong 
ress of Soviets and insert some of the most indicative 
figures 57 

Please give me, for my report at the Congress of Soviets, 
brief data with which to characterise graphically the growing 
craving for education and some achievements in this field for 
1921 (for instance, number of learners, number of village 
reading rooms, number of hbraries, number of students, 
number of technical educational establishments, etc ) 


Lenin 
Chairman, Council of People's Commissars 


Wntten on December 17 1921 


First published in 1933 
in Lenn Miscellany XXIII 
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TOV M MOLOTOV, A S YENUKIDZE, 
M I KALININ 


Molotov, Yenukidze, Kalinin 


Re distribution of hterature (accounts, reports of the State 
Planning Commission, etc) at the Congress of Soviets I 
propose to carry through (both through the Politbureau 
and the Presidium of the All Russia. Central Executive 
Committee) 

to distribute everything in 3 copies to each uyezd with the 
signatures of all delegates of the given uyezd that they under 
take (under pain of legal prosecution) 

to hand in all 3 copies to the local library after 1 11/, 
months 

(In some cases 2 and in some 4 copies may be distributed 
to each uyezd ) 


Wntten on December 24 1921 


First published in 1933 
in. Lenin Miscellany XXIII 


PREFACE TO I 1 STEPANOV'S 
THE ELECTRIFICATION OF THE RSFSR 
AND THE TRANSITIONAL PHASE 
OF WORLD ECONOMYS8 


I heartily recommend this book by Comrade Stepanov to 
all Communists 

The author has succeeded in giving a very able exposition 
of exceedingly difficult and important problems He did very 
well in not writing a book for intellectuals (as 1s the practice 
among many of us who copy the worst manners of bourgeois 
writers), but for the working people, for the masses, for 
rank and file workers and peasants To his book the author 
has appended a list of references for supplementary reading 
for the benefit of those who may find ıt difficult to under 
stand some parts of it without further explanation, as well as 
for the benefit of those who would like to consult the princi 
pal works on this subject published in. Russia and abroad 
Special reference must be made to the beginning of Chap 
ter VI, where the author splendidly outlines the significance 
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of the New Economic Policy, and magnificently answers 
the "airy" scepticism that it displayed in some quarters 
about the possibility of electrification. This scepticism 
is usually a cloak to conceal thé absence of serious thought 
on the subject (that is, if it is not a cloak to conceal white- 
guard, Socialist Revolutionary and Menshevik hostility to all 
Soviet construction, which, in fact, is sometimes the 
case). 

What we lack most for genuine (and not idle-bureaucratic) 
popular education is precisely “school manuals" (for abso- 
lutely all schools) like this one. If all our Marxist writers sat 
down to write such manuals, or textbooks, on all social 
questions without exception, instead of wasting their efforts 
on newspaper and magazine political fireworks, which every- 
body is sick and tired of, we should not have the present dis- 
graceful situation where, nearly five years after the proletar- 
iat captured political power, the young people in the 
proletariat’s state schools and universities are taught (or 
rather, corrupted) by the old bourgeois scientists using the 
old bourgeois junk. 

The Eighth Congress of Soviets decreed that instruction on 
the Plan for Electrification should be compulsory in all edu- 
cational establishments in the R.S.F.S.R. without exception. 
This decree, like many others, has remained a dead letter 
because of our (Bolsheviks’) lack of culture. Now that Com- 
rade Stepanov’s “manual for schools” has been published we 
must see to it—and we shall see to it!—that every uyezd li- 
brary (and later every volost library) obtains several copies 
of it and that every electric power station in Russia (there 
are over 800 of them) not only has copies of this book but 
also arranges popular lectures on electricity, on the electrifi- 
cation of the R.S.F.S.R. and on engineering in general. We 
must see to it that every village schoolteacher reads and assi- 
milates this manual (to help him in this a circle or group of 
engineers and teachers of physics should be organised in 
every uyezd), and not only reads, understands and assimi- 
lates it himself but is able to relate what is in it in a plain 
and intelligible way to his pupils, and to young peasants in 
general. 

It will require no little effort to do this. We are poor and 
uneducated. But that does not matter so long as our people 
realise that they must learn, and so long as they are willing 
to learn; so long as the workers and peasants clearly under- 
stand that they must now learn not to “benefit” and produce 
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profits for the landowners and capitalists, but to improve 
their own conditions of hfe 

This knowledge and desire exist And so we definitely shall 
start learning, and shall certainly learn something 


March 18, 1922 N Lenin 
Pravda No 64 Collected Works Vol 33 
March 21 1922 pp 245-46 


TO THE PRESIDIUM 
OF THE SOCIALIST ACADEMY 59 


I hereby certify that the bearer, Comrade Vladımır Vıkto 
rovıch Adoratsky, ıs a Bolshevık, whom I have personally 
known since 1911, he deserves full trust, he ıs a member of 
the RCP, and a wnter 

He 1s working on a collection of Marx's selected letters, 
a work we have discussed together 

It is my earnest request that he be rendered all possible 
assistance, supplied with the necessary books, and, in partic 
ular, that he be given the opportunity of working at the 
Socialist Academy for about 4 hours every morning, and of 
using its library 


V Ulyanov (Lenin) 


10 IV 1922 
First published in 1959 Collected Works Vol 45 
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI pp 526-27 


From DECREE ON THE FUNCTIONS 
OF THE DEPUTY CHAIRMEN 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE’S COMMISSARS 
AND OF THE COUNCIL OF LABOUR AND 
DEFENCE 90 


16 The reports of the gubernia economic conferences 6! 
must be read regularly, firstly, by the members of the State 
Planning Commission, the officials of the Central Statistical 
Board and the staff of Ekonomicheskaya Zhizn, and every 
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one of these should write a very brief review for the press or 
for his respective department, and be responsible for giving 
the necessary timely directions and conclusions Secondly, 
they must be read by a group of several dozen Communists 
(not less), as far as possible not Soviet officials, who can 
read reports from the purely Communist and not from the 
departmental point of view 

The group headed by Comrade Milyutin ? ın Petrograd 
should have charge of the distribution of the reports of the 

bernia economic conferences for reading, and as material 
or newspapers, magazines, pamphlets, etc 

Constant efforts must be made gradually to extend the 
obligatory printing of reports to an ever increasing number 
of business organisations (uyezd economic conferences, state 
trusts, mixed companies", etc , etc ), for unless an increas 
ing number of the population grow accustomed to reading 
these reports in the libraries, it 1s useless talking about trans 
forming this semi barbarous country into a cultured and 
socialistic one 


Wntten on Apni 11, 1922 Collected Works Vol 33 


First published ın 1928 
in Lenin. Miscellany VIII 


pp 338 39 


"i 


Lenin ın his office The Kremlin Moscow October 4, 1922 
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LETTER TO A V LUNACHARSKY 
AND ASSIGNMENT TO V A SMOLYANINOV* 


17 V 1922 
People's Commissar for Education 


I have received some information showing that the high 
price of books, considering our * enthusiasms" and the exag 
gerations of NEP, 1s depriving the people of useful books 

I should think it 1s necessary to lay down some kind of 
rule or pass a law on roughly these lines specified amounts 
should be apportioned from local taxes to be paid to 
a centre for a fund to cover the cost of several thousand 
books (say, Skvortsov, Electrification,®3 etc ) for distribution 
to all uyezd libraries 

Please discuss this and let me know your opinion 


V Uhanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, CP C 


To Comrade Smolyaninov for Comrades Lunacharsky, 
Pokrovsky, Rykov and Tsyurupa ** 


Letter to A V Lunacharsky Collected Works Vol 45 
first published in 1945 p 552 
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV 


Assignment to V A Smolyaninov 
first published in 1965 
in Lenin Collected Works 
Fifth Russ ed, Vol 54 


From PAGES FROM A DIARY 


Generally speaking, ıt cannot be said that the work now 
being done in public education 1s too narrow Quite a lot ts 
being done to get the old teachers out of their rut, to attract 
them to the new problems, to rouse their interest in new 
methods of education, and in such problems as religion 

But we are not doing the main thing We are not doing 


* Over the text Lenin wrote See to the reply Ed 


** A copv of the letter was also sent to G Y Sokolnikov, Deputy 
People s Commussar for Finance Ed 
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anything or doing far from enough to raise the school 
teacher to the level that is absolutely essential if we want any 
culture at all, proletarian or even bourgeois We must bear 
in mind the semi Asiatic ignorance from which we have not 
yet extricated ourselves, and from which we cannot extricate 
ourselves without strenuous effort although we have every 
opportunity to do so, because nowhere are the masses of the 
people so interested ın real culture as they are in our 
country , nowhere are the problems of this culture tackled so 
thoroughly and consistently as they are ın our country, in no 
other country is state power in the hands of the working 
class which, ın its mass, 1s fully aware of the deficiencies, 
I shall not say of its culture, but of its literacy, nowhere 1s 
the working class so ready to make, and nowhere is it 
actually making, such sacrifices to improve its position in 
this respect as in our country 

Too little, far too little, is still being done by us to adjust 
our state budget to satisfy, as a first measure, the require 
ments of elementary public education Even in our People's 
Commissariat of Education we all too often find disgrace 
fully inflated staffs in some state publishing establishment, 
which is contrary to the concept that the state s first concern 
should not be publishing houses but that there should be 
people to read, that the number of people able to read 1s 
greater, so that book publishing should have a wider politic 
al field in future Russia 


Pravda No 2 Collected Works Vol 33, 
January 4 1923 pp 463 64 
Signed N Lenin 


From ON CO-OPERATION 


It will take a whole historical epoch to get the entire 
population into the work of the co-operatives through NEP 
At best we can achieve this in one or two decades Neverthe 
less, ıt will be a distinct historical epoch, and without this 
historical epoch, without universal literacy, without a proper 
degree of efficiency, without training the population suffi 
ciently to acquire the habit of book reading, and without the 
material basis for this, without a certain sufficiency to safe 
guard against, say, bad harvests, famine, etc without this 
we shall not achieve our object 
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Two main tasks confront us, which constitute the 
epoch to reorganise our machinery of state, which is utterly 
useless, and which we took over in its entirety from the pre 
ceding epoch, during the past five years of struggle we did 
not, and could not, drastically reorganise ıt Our second task 
is educational work among the peasants And the economic 
object of this educational work among the peasants is to 
organise the latter in co operative societies If the whole of 
the peasantry had been organised in co operatives, we would 
by now have been standing with both feet on the soil of 
socialism But the organisation of the entire peasantry in co- 
operative societies presupposes a standard of culture among 
the peasants (precisely among the peasants as the over 
whelming mass) that cannot, in fact, be achieved without 
a cultural revolution 

Our opponents told us repeatedly that we were rash ın un 
dertaking to implant socialism in an insufficiently cultured 
country But they were misled by our having started from 
the opposite end to that prescribed by theory (the theory of 
pedants of all kinds), because in our country the political 
and social revolution preceded the cultural revolution, that 
very cultural revolution which nevertheless now confronts us 

This cultural revolution would now suffice to make our 
country a completely socialist country, but it presents ım 
mense difficulties of a purely cultural (for we are illiterate) 
and material character (for to be cultured we must achieve 
a certain development of the material means of production, 
must have a certain material base) 


January 6, 1923 


First published in Pravda Collected Works Vol 33 
Nos 115 and 116 pp 470 474-75 
May 26 and 27 1923 
Signed N Lenin 
NOTES 


! Lenin s proposals as Krupskaya later recalled were written in the first 
days of the October Revolution and sent to the Public Library ın Petro- 
grad (See N K Krupskaya What Lenin Wrote and Said about 
Libraries Moscow 1955 p 28 in Russian) They were not carried out 
in 1917 because of the negative attitude of the Public Library administ 
ration towards Soviet power In this connection Lenin signed on Febru 
ary 11 1918 the CPC decision to dismiss the director of the library 
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who was known for his reactionary views and to appoint a new 
one 

V I Lenin expounded his plan for reorganising the library system in the 
RSFSR in his first talk with the People s Commissar for Education 
A V Lunacharsky on November 9 1917 (see this collection p 178) At 
the sitting of the Council of People s Commissars on April 26 it was 
suggested that the Commissariat for Education should convene a special 
conference to produce a draft for the reorganisation of library practice 
according to the Swiss American system By the Swiss American sys 
tem Lenin meant all the positive features of library organisation in the 
United States of North America and Switzerland quick service free 
access to book shelves, interlibrary loan general catalogues 
and others 

In accordance with this instruction the delegation was issued the neces 
sary literature 

The conference mentioned was held in Moscow on July 1 2 and 22 23 
1918 It discussed a number of questions concerning the reorganisation 
of the scientific libraries work endorsed the provisions On Exchange 
of Books and On the Information Bureau worked out a draft decree 
of the Council of People s Commissars on the Library Information Bur 
eau (see present collection pp 134-35) and others 

Struve P B (1870 1944) bourgeois economist and journalist 
Yaroshenko N A (1846-1898) eminent Russian realist artist 

Struve N A wife of P B Struve daughter of the well known teacher 
A Y Gerd 

Second Conference of Heads of Adult Education Divisions of Gubernia 
Education. Departments was held in Moscow between January 24 and 
28 1919 V I Lenn and N K Krupskaya spoke at this conference 
In January 1919 the Council of People s Commuissars repeatedly dis 
cussed questions of library construction Thus on January 2 V I Lenin 
made a report on library organisation and ıt was resolved to hear the 
Deputy Commissar for Education M N Pokrovsky on factual 
implementation by the Peoples Commissariat for Education of 
the CPC decisions on reorgamsation of the library system This 
question was raised at the 14 January sitting and the People s Commis 
sariat for Education was again reprimanded for its insufficient attention 
to reorganisation of the pigs d service and instructed to submit a. new 
report to the government in a fortnight On January 30 1919 the CP C 
discussed the report of the head of the Petrograd Library Department 
A P Kudryavtsev and adopted a resolution published in this collec- 
tion the draft of which had been written by V I Lenin 

Lenin s letter was sent to the Presidium of the Library Sessions of the 
People s Commissanat for Education the Moscow Library Department 
the library division of the Adult Education Department the school hb- 
rary division of the Unified Labour School Department and the library 
section of Moscow Department of Public Education. The conclusions of 
the departments mentioned were heard by the Collegium of the People s 
Commissariat for Education on February 21, 1919 and sent to the 
Council of People s Commissars 

Central catalogue 1€ the general catalogue 

A commission headed by Lenin was formed to draft a programme of the 
RCP (B) In February 1919 the commission completed the draft the 
main principles of which including the part on the tasks of the Party in 
the field of public education published here were formulated by the 
Eighth Party Congress in March 1919 (Moscow) 
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V I Lenin showed great consideration for the needs of scientists and 
saw to it that they were provided with the necessary conditions for 
research work of state importance 

Taneyev V I (1840-1921) a Russian public figure and a socialist wel 
comed the October Revolution 


These words of Marx are from a letter to M M Kovalevsky of January 
9 1877 (see Marx/Engels Werke Band 34, Dietz Verlag Berlin 1966 
S 238) 
The First All Russia Congress on Adult Education was held in Moscow 
between May 6 and 19 1919 It was attended by nearly 800 delegates 
from libraries. clubs and other cultural-educational institutions Reports 
on the state of adult education in the RSFSR and on the unification 
of cultural and educational activity were delivered N K Krupskaya 
made a big report on cultural-educational institutions and the contem 
porary tasks of the young Soviet state The Congress set up among 
others a library section which took important decisions on reorganisa 
tion of the library system 
Lenin addressed the Congress twice on the opening day May 6 

1919 he greeted the delegates and on May 19 he delivered the report 
Deception of the People with Slogans of Freedom and Equality (see 
Collected Works Vol 29 pp 339 76) 

A reference to the erroneous views of the cultural-educational organisa 
ton Proletkult which were alien to Marxism and were repeatedly 
criticised by Lenin 

The reference is to the decree On Mobilising Literates and Organising 
the Propaganda on the Soviet System adopted by the Council of Peo- 
ple s Commissars on December 10 1918 

On September 4 1919 the C P C heard the report of the People s Com 
missariat of State Control on the inspection of the Library Department 
of the People s Commissariat for Education and on the Commissariat s 
fulfilment of the C P C instructions on library organisation. The deci 
sion corrected in accordance with Lenin s remarks was sent in keeping 
with the established procedure to the institutions concerned. The above 
mentioned decision was published in the collection V I Lenin and 
Library Organisation 2nd ed revised and enlarged Moscow Kniga 
Publishers 1977 pp 26263 in Russian) 

The Decree on requisitions and confiscations was adopted by the C P C 
on April 15 1920 

M N Pokrovsky rephed in his memorandum of January 16 1920 that 
the libraries had taken measures along these lines but were faced with 
difficulties because most of the literature was in possession of institu 
tions outside the competence of the People s Commissariat for Educa 
ton He submitted the draft resolution published here V 1 Lenin made 
an addition to the draft (see this collection pp 54-55 140-42) The 
draft was discussed and endorsed at the CPC sitting of January 17 
See Note 23 

The resolution of the Council of People s Commissars on handing over 
whiteguard literature to the People s Commissariat for Education for 
safekeeping and pubhc use ın state libraries of January 17 1920 was 
published in Pravda and Izvestia 

CRX G Y (18831936) then the chairman of the Petrograd 

viet 

The Free Economic Society founded in 1765 had a big library. books 
from which Lenin used in writing. The Development of Capitalism in Rus 
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sia in 1893-96. In accordance with Lenin's instruction this library was 
made a branch of the Petrograd Public Library. 
Bonch-Bruyevich later recalled that on September 1, 1920 Lenin called 
him and, giving him this note, asked him to go to the Rumyantsev 
Museum. "immediately I spoke over the phone with the director of the 
Rumyantsev Museum, who asked for an official request in writing for 
the books, saying that he would try to get duplicates of these books and 
arrange everything so that Vladimir Ilyich would be able to get all the 
necessary books without detriment to other readers" (V. D. Bonch- 
Bruyevich, "How Lenin Worked", Ogonyok No. 3, 1929, pp. 2-3). 
V. D. Bonch-Bruyevich wrote on Lenin's note: "I/IX. 1920. Vladi- 
mir Ilyich asked the Rumyantsev Museum. V.B.B." On Lenin's request 
he added “Radlov and others" after the words “Russian, the latest you 
have" in the second point. 
N. K. Krupskaya wrote: “I drafted the decree on Ilyich’s instruction, 
trying to soften the tone of the passages on interdepartmental contacts. 
Ilyich corrects all these instances, dotting the 'i's'." (N. K. Krupskaya, 
What Lenin Wrote and Said about Libraries, Sth Russ. ed., enlarged, 
Moscow, 1955, p. 8). The draft, amended by Krupskaya in accordance 
with Lenin's remarks, was discussed at the sitting of the collegium of the 
People's Commissariat for Education on October 5, 1920. The decree 
"On Centralisation of Library Organisation in the R.S.F.S.R." was 
adopted by the Council of People's Commissars on November 3, 1920 
(see this collection, pp. 147-49). 
The present document was the basis for the “Production Propaganda 
(Draft Theses of the Chief Committee for Political Education)", pub- 
lished in Pravda on November 27, 1920. 
D. B. Ryazanov was the head of the Marx and Engels Institute founded 
5a accordance with the resolution of the C.C. R.C.P. (B.) of January 
21. 
Dobler, Frida Eduardovna (1890-1973) - librarian, worked until 1921 in 
the Library Section of the Moscow Department of Public Education and 
in the People's Commissariat for Education from 1921 to 1939. 
In the plan of “Instructions of the C.C. to Communists Working in the 
People's Commissariat for Education" Lenin wrote in Point 8: 
“Libraries. System. Correct organisation of the system and its use” (see 
Collected Works, Fifth Russ. ed., Vol. 42, p. 416), but this point was not 
included in the final version of the Instructions, presumably because 
Lenin decided to enlarge on this subject in the article “The Work of the 
Peoples Commissariat for Education", which was published in 
Pravda on February 9, 1921 (see this collection, pp. 65-67). 
Malkin, B. F. (1891-1932) - head of Tsentropechat, the agency under the 
All-Russia Central Executive Committee, R.S.F.S.R., which distributed 
printed matter to libraries and other institutions. 
Modestov, V. A. (1880-1960) — head of the Library Section of the Moscow 
Department of Public Education, later librarian. For his reminiscences of 
his meeting with Lenin see this collection, pp. 189-90. — 
The commission under the State Publishing House dealing with the regist- 
ration and distribution of publications. 
See The C.P.S.U. in Resolutions and Decisions of Its Congresses, Con- 
pores and C.C. Plenary Meetings, Moscow, 1970, Vol. 2, p. 52 (in 
ussian). 
V. I. Lenin refers to the article by F.E. Dobler “The Modern Library 
System" published in Pravda on February 4, 1921. For Lenin's remarks 
on this article see present collection, pp. 62-63. 
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At the time A. V. Lunacharsky was the People's Commissar for Educa- 
tion, M. N. Pokrovsky head of the Academic Centre of the People's 
Commissariat for Education and Y. A. Litkens Deputy People's Com- 
missar for Education. 
The first issue of the Systematised Index to Newspapers published on 
Lenin’s instructions, was sent to him on March 13, 1922 by the C.P.C. 
Office Manager N. P. Gorbunov (1892-1938), who informed Lenin that 
the next issue of the Index, for February 1922, would be published by 
the Book Chamber, would appear on March 20 and would give systema- 
tised contents of the material. 
The reference is to L. A. Liberman (1879-1938), appointed head of 
Tsentropechat. 
C.L.D., originally the Council of Defence, set up by the All-Russia Cen- 
tral Executive Committee of the R.S.F.S.R. on November 30, 1918; 
early in April 1920 it was reorganised into the Council of Labour and 
Defence, which had the status of a commission under the Council of 
People's Commissars. Its main task was to coordinate tbe work of ail 
the economic construction departments. 
On June 30, 1921 the All-Russia Central Executive Committee adopted 
the decision "On Local Economic Conferences, on Reporting and on 
Complying with the Instructions of the C.P.C. and the C.L.D.", which 
inted out that reports of regional, gubernia and uyezd economic con- 
erences as well as of economic conferences of tbe biggest factory settle- 
ments were to be sent, besides the state bodies, to the library of the All- 
Russia Central Executive Committee (3 copies), the Russian Book 
Chamber (} copy), the Petrograd Book Chamber (1 copy), the Rumyan- 
tsev Museum (2 copies), the History Museum (1 copy), the Public Lib- 
rary in Petrograd (2 copies), the Socialist Academy (2 copies), the Sverd- 
lov University (1 copy), the Petrovskaya Agricultural Academy (1 copy), 
the Kiev Book Chamber (1 copy), and all universities and a number of 
other libraries (1 copy each). 
These Instructions were published in 1921 as a separate pamphlet and 
t for guidance and execution to all central and local government 
ies. 
Plan for the Electrification of the U.S.S.R. Report to the Eighth Congress 
0f Soviets by the State Commission for the Electrification of Russia, Mos- 
cow, 1920, 669 pages. The following request was printed on the cover: 
"Due to the extremely small number of copies of this book, com- 
rades who receive it are earnestly requested to pass it on after reading 
to the local library so that workers and peasants can use it for 
learning." 
This Bureau was set up in Berlin by the Supreme Economic Council 
(S.E.C.) to expedite information on the latest scientific and technical 
achievements in other countries and publication of scientific and techni- 
cal literature. 
N.L. Meshchecyakov. N. L. was chairman of the Editorial Board of the 
State Publishing House at the time. In his letter to the C.C. R.C.P. (B.) 
he proposed to establish the rules for the State Publishing House to fol- 
low in issuing books to the members of the C.C. R.C.P. (B.), and the 
Presidium of the All-Russia Central Executive Committee, delegates to 
the congresses and others. 
The Third Session of the All-Russia Central Executive Committee was 
held in Moscow on May 30 and 31, 1921. V. 1. Lenin delivered a speech 
at the evening session on May 30. 
On Lenin's instruction the C.P.C. Office Manager N. P. Gorbunov 
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charged the library of the Rumyantsev Museum with organising 
exchange of publications with libraries in the United States of North 
America. The Rumyantsev Museum Library sent letters and publications 
to 16 American scientific institutions and libraries in August 1921. Ten 
institutions and libraries, including the lllinois University Library, 
agreed to exchange literature and informed the Rumyantsev Museum 
that they would send their publications. 

V. I. Lenin followed closely the development of book exchange between 
Soviet and foreign libraries and gave corresponding instructions for its 
intensification (see present collection, pp. 88-93, 199-204). 

Lenin attached great importance to correct organisation of scientific in- 
formation on social and political questions and proposed to the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Communist International to set up a special bureau 
abroad for this purpose. On August 17 the Presidium of the E.C.C.I. 
approved Lenin's plan, which, however, was not implemented. 

Varga, E. S. (1879-1964) - worked in the Communist International; sent 
his draft “On the Organisation of Information in the Executive Committee 
of the Communist International" to Lenin, who made amendments and 
additions to it which are published here. 

This document was written in connection with the letter of V. I. Lenin 
to G. Y. Zinoviev of August 13, 1921 (see this collection, pp. 80-81). 
Lenin's draft was adopted by the Political Bureau of the C.C. R.C.P.(B.) 
on September 13, 1921. Point 4 was crossed out by Lenin and was 
not included in the final text of the resolution. 

The Foreign Literature Committee (Forlitcom), the central interdepart- 
mental committee under the People's Commissariat for Education for 
the purchase and distribution of foreign literature, was set up by the 
decree of the Council of People's Commissars of June 14, 1921 (see this 
collection, pp. 149-51). 

The Forlitcom chairman pointed out in his reply letter that new 

books purchased abroad were distributed in accordance with Lenin's in- 
structions, in the first place to the biggest scientific libraries - some 
25,000 books in all; measures were taken to overcome shortcomings in 
the work of the committee (see V. I. Lenin and Library Organisation, 
2nd ed., revised and enlarged, Moscow, Kniga Publishers, 1977, 
pp. 372-73, in Russian). . 
On the strength of Lenin's request the organisations mentioned issued to 
the bodies within their competence the relevant orders for fulfilment of 
the C.P.C. decision of January 17, 1920 (see this collection, pp. 140-42). 
The Second All-Russia Congress of the Political Education Departments 
took place between October 17 and 22, 1921 in Moscow. V. I. Lenin 
was elected an honorary delegate. The Congress discussed reports and 
carried resolutions on the following questions: . : 

1) the report of the Chief Committee for Political Education ; 

2) agitation work; " 

3) immediate propaganda tasks in the new conditions; 

4) political education work in the Red Army; TS 

5) finance and supply problems in the new economic situation; 

6) elimination of illiteracy; 

7) work among the national minorities, etc. i a 

Lenin delivered a speech on October 17 at the cvening sitting. 
The decree "On Payment for Books" was approved by the C.P.C. on 
November 28, 1921. : 

D. I. Kursky was People’s Commissar for Justice in the R.S.F.S.R. 
at the time. 
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A reference to the Ninth All-Russia Congress of Soviets held in Moscow 
between December 23 and 28, 1921. 

Lenin's preface to I. I. Skvortsov-Stepanov's The Electrification of the 
R.S.F.S.R. and the Transitional Phase of World Economy (Moscow, State 
Publishing House, 1922, 392 pages) was published in Pravda on March 
21, 1922, before the book was published. 

This document was written at the request of V. V. Adoratsky, who 
asked Lenin for assistance in finishing work on the collection of selected 
letters of Marx and Engels on questions of theory and politics (see 
V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 45, pp. 528-29). 

The country's switch over to peaceful economic construction required 
improvement and reorganisation of the whole state apparatus. Lenin 
paid great attention to this question and prepared the draft decree on 
the functions of the deputy chairmen of the C.P.C. and C.L.D. 
Gubernia economic conferences were set up under the gubernia execu- 
tive committees of Soviets to deal with economic problems. 

Milyutin, V. P. (1884-1938) - deputy chairman of the Economic Confer- 
ence of the North-Western region at the time. 

A reference to I. I. Skvortsov-Stepanov's (The Electrification of the 
R.S.F.S.R. and the Transitional Phase of World Economy, Moscow, State 
Publishing House, 1922, 392 pages). Lenin wrote the preface to this 
book (see this collection, pp. 93-94). 


LENIN'S RESEARCH WORK 
IN SOVIET AND FOREIGN LIBRARIES 


TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM! 


30 Holford Square, 
Pentonville. W.C. 


Sir, 
I beg to apply for a ticket of admission to the reading- 
room of the British Museum. I came from Russia in order to 
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The reading-room in the library of the British Museum 
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study the land question I enclose the reference letter of 
Mr Mitchell 
Believe me, Sir, to be Yours faithfully 
Jacob Richter 
April 21, 1902 
To the Director of the British Museum 


2 


30 Holford Square, 
Pentonville WC 
4332 
Sir, 

In addition to my letter and with reference to Your 
information No 4332 I enclose the new recommendation of 
Mr Mitchell 

Yours respectfully 
Jacob Richter 
April 24, 1902 


First published in 1957 Reproduced from the original 
in the journal Anetra ya Literatura 
o 4 


From a Letter TO HIS SISTER MARIA 


I have not yet fully settled down here for instance, 
I have not yet joined my "club", where it is convenient to 
read periodicals and easy to obtain new books 2 I shall try 
(as soon as I have joined probably in a day or two) to find 
whatever I can for you to translate 


Wntten on February 7, 1908 Collected Works Vol 37 
Sent from Geneva to St Petersburg pon 


First published in 1929 ın the 
Journal Proletarskaya 
Revolyutsiya No İl 


Reading Hall of the Bern Library 


TO THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE SOCIÉTÉ DE LECTURE, GENEVA? 


Geneva, 14 December 1908 
President of the Committee, 
Societé de Lecture 


Dear Sir, 

Being compelled to depart from Geneva and settle in 
Paris, I have the honour to inform you in accordance with 
Article 31 of the Regulations that I am leaving the Society. 

Allow me, Mr. President, to thank in your person the 
Society of Lovers of Reading, which has rendered me so- 
many services thanks to its splendid organisation and work. 

I remain, Mr. President, yours respectfully 


Vl. Ulyanov 


M-lle Marie Oulianoff 
(pour Mr. Vl. Oulianoff) 
27, Bd. St. Marcel, 27. Paris 
First published in part 
in French in 1952 


in the book M. Pianzola, 
Lénine en Suisse [Genève] 


TO THE MANAGER 
OF THE BIBLIOTHEQUE NATIONALE, PARIS* 


Paris, January 12, 1909 
Chief Administrator 
Bibliothéque nationale 


I have the honour to request you to permit me to attend 
the reading-room of the Bibliothéque nationale. I herewith 
enclose a letter of recommendation from the Deputy for the 
Departement of Niévre, M. L. H. Roblin. 


I remain yours respectfully 
VI. Ulyanov 


24, rue Beaunier 
Paris, XIV 
First published in 1964 


in Lenin, Collected Works, 
Fifth Russ. ed., Vol. 47 


110 


From a Letter TO M. V. KOBETSKY 5 


August 8 (N.S.), 1910 
Dear Comrade, 

I have a small personal favour to ask of you. I should like 
to make use of the opportunity provided by the congress in 
Copenhagen to work in a Copenhagen library. I should be 
much obliged if you could inform me: 

1) Whether the Copenhagen library is open all the time in 
September (the National or the University, I do not know 
which is better. I need data on agriculture in Denmark). 


Sent to Copenhagen Collected Works, Vol. 43, 


First published in 1930 pp. 250-51 
in Lenin Miscellany XIII 


TO L. B. KAMENEV 


Mr. VI. Oulianoff. 6. 
Oakley Square. London. N.W. 


Cher camarade, 

I am sitting in the British Museum and reading with inter- 
est Schweitzer's pamphlets of the 60s; it is wonderful how 
they bear out the opinion of him as an opportunist in the 
question of ways to unity! 

I obviously will not have the time to do everything needed 
to write about this. I would therefore ask you to go (or send 
a reliable person) to the Bibliothéque Nationale without 
a day's delay to find out what socialist literature of the 60s 
they have there. The way to go about it is this: write 
down all the most important titles (exact dates and places of 
publication are important) and let them tell you what they 
haven't got. . 

Add to the enclosed list (from Bebel and Mehring 
and Gust. Mayer) and reply as soon as possible. 


Yours, 
N. Lenin 
J.B. von Schweitzer: Der Zeitgeist und das Christentum. 
Leipzig, 1861 


Same author: Die österreichische Spitze. : 
Leipzig, 1863. 


Itt 


Same author: Der einzige Weg zur Einheit. 
Frankfurt a/M., 1860. 
Same author: Zur deutschen Frage. 
Frkf. a/M., 1862. 


Written on November 10, 1911 Collected Works, Vol. 43, 
. 382 


Sent to Paris P 
First published in 1964 
in Lenin, Collected Works, 
Fifth Russ. ed., Vol. 48 


From a Letter TO ISAAC A. HOURWICH 5 


They say that when requested by the right people the 
American Bureau of the Census will send its publications 
free of charge even to foreign countries. If that is so, could 
you put in a word? (I could send the Bureau of the Census 
library my books, The Development of Capitalism in Russia 
and the Agrarian Question.) What I need most is Agriculture, 
Vol. V, Census of 1900, and the same volume of the Census of 
1910 (if that is not yet out, then the bulletins). 

If that is impossible, would you be so kind as to send 
a postcard to Mr. John Ellert (c/o Novy Mir. 140. East 4th 
Street, New York)- I shall send him the money to buy the 
things I need most. 


Written on February 27, 1914 Collected Works, Vol. 36, 
Sent from Cracow to New York pp. 271-72 


First published in 1930 
in Lenin Miscellany XIII 


From a Letter TO HIS SISTER MARIA 


..No matter how provincial and barbarous this town of 
ours may be, by and large I am better off here than I was in 
Paris. The hurly-burly of life in the émigré colony there was 
incredible, one’s nerves got worn down badly and for no rea- 
son at all, Paris is an inconvenient place to work in, the Bib- 
liothéque nationale is badly organised—we often thought of 
Geneva, where work went better, the library was convenient, 
and life was less nerve-racking and time-wasting. Of all the 
places I have been in my wanderings I would select London or 
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Geneva 1f those two places were not so far away Geneva is 
particularly fine for its general cultural level and the con 
veniences that make life easier Here, of course, there can be 
no talk of culture it 1s almost the same as Russia the li 
brary ıs a bad one and extremely inconvenient, although 
I scarcely ever have to go there 7 


Wnitten on April 22 1914 Collected Works Vol 37, 
Sent from Cracow to Vologda p 519 
First published in 1999 


in the journal Proletarskaya 
Revolyutsiya No il 


From a Letter TO INESSA ARMAND? 


PS Would it not be possible before your departure to 
concentrate all our books (and those which Kamsky has 
from Orlovsky's library) with Nik Vas , and make him swear 
an oath not to allow them to be plundered If brother* has 
written about his books, do the same with them From this 
library (Orlovsky's, Kamsky has it) please get, or have pro 
cured, the Minutes of the Second Congress of the RSDLP, 
and send them to me as quickly as possible 


Wrtten on April 24 1914 Collected Works Vol 35 
Sent from Cracow to Paris pp 137 38 


First published in 
Lenin Collected Works 
Fourth Russ ed 


From a Letter TO V A KARPINSKY 
19/V 1914 


Dear Friend, 

I have a favour to ask of you Is Volume One of 
Rubakin’s Among Books9 available in your library or can 
you get it for me in Switzerland? 

By the way, wasn’t it you who sent me Volume One? If it 
was, then I did not refund your postal expenses!! And you 
didn't remind me Drop me a line, please, and I ll send you 


* This word was wntten by Lenin in English Ed 
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the money for both volumes (I need Volume I for only 
a short time ) 


Sent from Poronin to Geneva Collected di Vol 43 
P 


First published in 1930 
in Lenin Miscellany XHI 


The National Library in Berne 


From a Letter TO HIS SISTER MARIA 


We are living fairly well, quietly and peacefully in sleepy 
Berne The libraries here are good,!? and I have made quite 
decent arrangements as far as the use of books 1s concerned 
It is even pleasant to read after my dily newspaper work 
There ıs a pedagogical library here for Nadya and she 1s 
writing something on pedagogy 


Wntten on December 22 1914 Collected Works, Vol 37 
Sent from Berne to Moscow p 522 


First published in 1929 
in the journal Proletarskaya 
Revolyutsiya No 11 
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The University Library in Geneva 


From a Letter TO G Y ZINOVIEV 


I shall send the Russian books (the list) 

As regards the French, I am uncertain most could be 
obtained by asking one of the Berne people to order them 
from the Geneva and Neuchatel libraries (lots of rubbish 
I have seen some of them in Paris) 

Bukharin's letter (return it!) shows that it 1s impossible 
for us to go under such difficulties (with a strange passport? 
They will uncover us and arrest us to oblige the tsar!) !! 
Money is dwindling most of the remaining thousand will be 
spent on two issues of the C O +the re And the 
fare? And the high cost of living in Stockholm? And condi 
tions for work there (library) are worse !? 

We must think it over again and again 


Wntten after July 26, 1915 Collected Works Vol 43 
Sent from Sorenberg to Hertenstein pp 471 72 
(Switzerland) 


First published in 1964 
in Lenin Collected Works 
Fifth Russ ed, Vol 49 
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From a Letter TO M M KHARITONOV ! 


Dear Comrade, 

I should very much like to go to Zurich for two or three 
weeks to work in the libraries on a piece of research 14 My 
wife also So far we have no papers, but hope soon to get 
them The question is whether we shall be able to overcome 
the financial difficulties I would very much ask you to 
reply frankly and without exaggeration to the following 
questions 

(1) What net income can there be (1 e, for me) from a lec 
ture? Minimum and maximum? The subject ‘ Two Interna 
tionals” the growing division and rupture with the social 
chauvinists throughout the world Is it possible to increase 
the income by giving two lectures, and by how much? 
(2) Will the local comrades help the two of us to get cheap 
accommodation? (3) How much will it cost to have a room 
(for two, even if with a single bed) per week? The cheapest, 

referably in a worker's family? (4) Dinner in a canteen, 

if there is one (here we pay 65 centimes in a students’ 
canteen)? (5) Morgenkafee and coffee ın the evening, 
because, of course, we cannot do our own housekeeping 
in Zurich? 


Written on January 27 1916 Collected Works Vol 36 
Sent from Berne to Zurich p 365 


First published ın 1929 
ın Lenin Miscellany XI 


From a Letter TO HIS MOTHER 


We are now living ın Zurich. We came here to work in 
the libraries We like the lake here very much and the 
hbraries are much better than those in Berne, so we shall 
probably stay here longer than we had intended 


Written on March 12 1916 Collected Works Vol 37, 
Sent from Zunch to Petrograd p 52 


First published ın 1929 
in the journal Proletarskaya 
Revolyutstya No 11 
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The main reading room of the Royal Library in Stockholm 


From a Letter TO G Y ZINOVIEV 


I am sitting down to work (the library here is better, 
especially in latest economic literature If it 1s possible to 
have the proof sheets of the new catalogue for a couple of 
days or at least for Sunday try and get them for me) 


Wnitten between March 23 Collected Works Vol 43 
and 25 1916 p 524 


Sent from Zurich to Berne 


First published in 1964 
in Lenin Collected Works 
Fifth Russ ed Vol 49 


TO THE STATE LIBRARY IN BERNE !5 


State Library 


Request 
Dear Sir, 
I return herewith the book I borrowed Please send me 
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another copy (Baedeker Switzerland) !6 an older edition 
will do, German, French or English 


Yours respectfully, 
VI Ulyanov 


Spiegelgasse, 12 
Zurich I 


Written on April 8 1916 
Sent to Berne 


First published ın 1964 
in Lenin Collected Works 
Fifth Russ ed Vol 49 


From a Letter TO V A KARPINSKY 


I need to work a day or so at the Geneva Public Li 
brary Could you find out whether by any chance it will be 
closed on any day, apart from the holidays? 


Wntten on May 17, 1916 Collected Works Vol 36, 
Sent from Zurich to Geneva p 3 


First published in 1929 
in. Lenin. Miscellany XI 


From a Letter TO INESSA ARMAND 


Regarding the book (which you have) from the library 
here I might satisfy you, it would seem, with the following 
proposal 

when you leave Clarens, leave your new address both at 
the Post Office and at the Telegraph (for a telegram to be 
sent on ummediately) and take the library book (with wrap- 
ping paper and twine) with you 

On receipt of the telegram "Envoyez le livre”,* send it by 
the first post without a single hour s delay 


* Send the book Ed. 
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On that condition you may exceed the loan time, I shall 
take the risk upon myself It is not a big risk, since there 1s 
a 99 per cent probability the librarian will not demand 
the book But I absolutely must have the guarantee that 
ın case of demand Y shall return the book on the next day 
(for otherwise they will have evidence that I sent the 
book from Zurich, and that would be an unumaginable 
scandal) 

I do not think that the caution I suggest will be at all diffi 
cult for you But it 1s absolutely indispensable 


Best wishes 


Yours, 
in 


Wnitten on November 28 1916 
Sent from Zurich to Clarens 
(Switzerland) 


First published ın 1964 
in Lenin Collected Works 
Fifth Russ ed Vol 49 


From a Letter TO INESSA ARMAND 


I am sending you the catalogues for 2 days look through 
them and write out (the titles and numbers) what ts of inter 
est to you I shall be able to send you one book at a time 
from this library I also have the big main catalogue I can 
send you this too 1f you are interested and if it 1s not avail 
able at the local public library 


Wntten on January 7 1917 Collected Works Vol 43 
pp 595 96 


Sent from Zurich to Clarens 
(Switzerland) 


First published in 1964 
in Lenin Collected Works 
Fifth Russ ed Vol 49 
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The Petrograd Public Library now the Saltvkov Shchedrin State Public 
Library Leningrad 


LIST OF BOOKS AND REQUEST 
FOR INFORMATION ON THE RLLES 
OF PLBLIC LIBRARY * 


[June 1917] 


Neue Zeit 
1891 (Critique of the Gotha Programme, by Marx) 
1891 (Critique of the Erfurt Draft Programme, by Engels) 
1912 (Polemic of Kautsky and Pannekoek on the destruc 
tion of the state) 
Engels "Internationales aus dem Volksstaat” 
"Ursprung der Familie’ 
"Anti Duhnng ' 
Marx Das Kommun[istische] Manifest ** 


* The books which Lenin proposed to get from the Public Library m 
Petrograd presumably in June 1917 were needed for work on the pam 
phlet The State and Revolution Ed 


** For bibhographic data on the books mentioned in the list see Lenm 
Miscellany XIV p 390 Ed 
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Information on the Public Library hours conditions 
(identification papers”), enrolment terms, days open and the 
like 


First published in 1933 
in Lenin Miscellany XXT 


CERTIFICATE FOR V V ADORATSKY 
27 VI 1919 


The bearer, Comrade Adoratsky, 1s personally known to 
me as a scholar and a man of letters Please give him all pos 
sible help as regards issue of books from all libraries, includ 
ing permission to take out under my personal guarantee !7 


V Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People s Commissars 


First published ın 1933 
in Lenin. Miscellany XXIV 


TELEGRAM TO THE KAZAN UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARY 


University Library, Kazan 
Copy to City Public. Library 


27 VI 1919 

Telegraph whether you have sets of Izvestia and Pravda 

from October 1917 If not, are there none in another Kazan 

library? I need them for urgent work assigned by me to 
a Kazan resident !8 


Lenin 
Chairman, Council of People's Commissars 


First published m 1933 
in Lenin. Miscellany XXIV 
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NOTE TO THE SECRETARY !? 
16 XII 1919 


Could you send somebody to find out (or inquire by tele 
phone) whether there are not 1n one of the Moscow Public 
libraries (Rumyantsev Museum etc) sets of Soviet news 
papers (Pravda and Izvestia) for the 6 weeks following 25 X 
(7 XI) 1917 


First published ın 1933 
in. Lenin Miscellany XXIV 


TO V D BONCH BRUYEVICH 
411920 


Dear V D, + 


I am paying personally for my library 20 
When you are well again, please pay everything 
3,200 
* 500 (Dahl) 
3,700, etc 
and keep the receipts 
Yours, 


Lenin 
M enclose 4,000 rubles 


The library of the CP C's Managing Department i$ 
another matter 


First published in 1926 Collected Works Vol 44 
in the journal Ogonyok No 13 p 327 
TO THE SOCIALIST ACADEMY?! 


Please inform me under whose authority 1s the library of 
the Socialist Academy, who is the librarian and the person 
responsible for management of the library 


V Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People's Commissars 


P S Please give also telephone number and, if possible, 
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the rules of the library (is it open to all?) and the read 
ing room 22 


Written on October 16, 1920 


First published in. 1965 
in Lemn Collected Works, 
Fifth Russ ed, Vol 51 


TO N N KRESTINSKY ? 


I advise that he?4 should be rendered official assistance 
(for I knew him and think he is an honest man), and by the 
way, instruct him to pay for Zinoviev and me at Poronin 
(near Zakopane) and bring away our libraries 25 


Wntten on March 20 1921 


First published in 1965 
in Lenin Collected Works, 
Fifth Russ ed, Vol, 52 


The Rumyantsev Museum (the Pashkov House) 
now the Lenin State Library 
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NOTE TO THE LIBRARIAN 
AND MARKS ON THE REGISTER OF BOOKS 
AND PAMPHLETS RECEIVED FROM ABROAD 26 


Please send me what ıs underlined ın blue pencil 


4/V 1921 Lenin 


REGISTER OF BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS 
RECEIVED FROM ABROAD * 


Langu Author Title When | Where [Quan 
age pub- printed | tty 
hshed 


l Paul Ernst Der Zusammen G Muller 1919 Mun | 
bruch des Marx chen 
ismus 

NB Ill E Drahn Marx Bibliogra Deutsche _Ver_1920 Charlot 1 


y 


phie lags gesellschaft tenburg 
Vorwarts 
NB || Fr Engels Kommunismus 1920 Berlin | 


und Bakunismus! 


Karl Hegel Bnefe von und Duncker & 1887 
an Hegel In zwei Humblot 
Teilen 
Georg Wilhelm Duncker & 1840 Leipzig ! 


Friedrich Hegel s Humblot 
Werke I V VII 

X XII XIII XVI 

XVII. XVIII 

Band 


* Only the titles of books underlined by Lenin are published here 
Translation 

Paul Ernst Collapse of Marxism 1919 Munich 

E Drahn Bibliography of Marxs Works 1920 Charlottenburg 

F Engels Communism and Bakuninism! 1920 Berlin 

Karl Hegel Letters of and to Hegel In two parts 1887 Leipzig 

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel Works vols 1 V VII X XII XIII 
XVI XVI XVIII 1840 Leipag Ed 


First published ın 1959 
in Lenin. Miscellany XXXVI 
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PS ick 
>| ~ 5 


The reading room in the library of the Rumyantsev Museum where Lenin 
worked 


TO THE RUMYANTSEV MUSEUM 


Please issue to me for temporary use Hegel's book Logik 
I authorise cyclist Comrade Lachugin to receive same 


Lenin 
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars 


Wntten on June 28 1921 


First published on January 20 1940 
in the newspaper Gudok No 16 


From a Letter TO N P GORBUNOV 
13 X 1921 


Comrade Gorbunov 
1) The pamphlet must be returned to the author (after 
making a note of its title and the author’s place of work) 27 
2) Try to find out in which libraries the book 1s available 
3) Wnte to engineer N S Vetchinkin, asking him 
whether he could write an article on this question for Ekono 
micheskaya Zhizn or Izvestia 
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Write a small pamphlet with the addition of conclusions 
from the latest (1914-1921) foreign literature 


First published in 1933 Collected Works Vol 45 
in Lenin Miscellany XXIII pp 336-37 


From a Letter TO THE HEADS 
OF ALL CENTRAL ESTABLISHMENTS 
AND ORGANISATIONS 


The secretaries will have the duty — [of] informing me of 
the incoming publications, not sending in the whole lot, but 
only the most important ones (the rest only a list) 

Of the Russian newspapers supply regularly Pravda, Izves 
tia and Ekonomicheskaya Zhizn 

Maintain. regular contacts with the Communist Interna 
tional and the People s Commissariat for Foreign Affairs, ask 
ing them to supply the most important foreign publications, 
especially pamphlets on current questions 

f the Russian publications abroad send in Nakanune, 
Sotsial Demokrat (Menshevik), Zarya (Menshevik), Sovre 


Lenin in his study in Gorki Early August 1922 
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menniye Zapiski (SR), Russkaya Mysl and a list of the 
other publications, pamphlets and books 


Wntten on May 21 1922 Collected Hon Vol 45, 
55 


First published in. 1942 P 
in Lenin. Miscellany XXXIV 


TO LYDIA FOTIEVA 28 


Lydia Alexandrovna 

You can congratulate me on my recovery The proof is my 
handwriting, which 1s beginning to look human again. Start 
preparing books for me (and sending me lists) of 1) science, 
2) fiction, 3) politics (the latter last of all, because it 1s not 
yet allowed) 

Will you complain to Rykov (Tsyurupa has left, hasn't 
he?) about all the secretaries they are misbehaving, suffering 
from malaria, etc Let him arrange for their rest in Riga, in 
Finland, near Moscow, etc I think Rykov should issue 
a reprimand to Smolyaninov and yourself for failing to take 
good care of the secretaries 


Regards, 
Lenin 


Written on July 13. 1922 Collected Works Vol 45 


First published ın part pom 
in 1942 in the book Lenm 
Vladımır Ilyich Kratky ocherk 
zhizni ı deyatelnosti 
(Vladımır Hyich Lenin 
Short Essay of His Life 
and Work) Moscow 


TO HIS SISTER ANNA 


Dear Anyuta, 

This is what happened The book, it seems, 1s from the 
Socialist Academy, and it 1s forbidden to take books home 
from there 

They made an exception for me! 

It created an awkward situation my fault, of course Now 
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you must take the greatest care that Gora?’ reads the book 
quickly at home and returns it. j 

If necessary I can arrange for it to be sought in another 
place-so that the book will become my property. 


Yours, 
V. U. 
Written at the end of 1922 Collected Works, Vol. 37, 
First published in 1957 pod 


in the magazine Yunost No. 1 


NOTES 


! The new recommendation was needed because I. Mitchell, Secretary of 
the General Federation of Trade Unions, lived in a new street which 
was not yet mentioned in reference books and the management of the 
British Museum asked for his exact address. 

On April 29, 1902 Lenin received a reader's card for three months 

and signed his name in the readers' register. On July 28 he renewed his 
card. On his later visits to London Lenin as a rule worked in the library 
of the British Museum. In 1908 he went specially to London to work on 
his book Materialism and Empirio-Criticism. On November 11, 1911 
Lenin wrote to Kamenev (1883-1936), a member of the R.S.D.L.P.(B.) 
living in Paris, “I am sitting in the British Museum and reading with in- 
terest...” (Collected Works, Vol. 43, p. 282). 
Lenin joined the Société de Lecture in December 1904 and worked in its 
library until October 1905, when he left for Russia. He again became 
a member of this society in February 1908 on his return from Russia 
and attended the library from February 23, 1908 until his move to Paris 
in November 1908. 

Lenin highly appreciated the splendid organisation in serving the 
readers in this society and always used this library when staying in 
Geneva. 

3 See Note 2. ' 

* In Paris Lenin worked regularly in the Bibliotheque nationale, the library 
of the Sorbonne and others. Nadezhda Krupskaya recalled: “Paris is 
an inconvenient place to work in... The library closed for lunch. The 
procedure for issuing books was also long and bureaucratic, Ilyich swore 
for all he was worth at the Bibliothèque nationale and in passing at 
Paris. I wrote a letter to a French professor..., asking him to indicate 
some other good libraries. Immediately I received a reply containing all 
the necessary information; Hyich went to see all the libraries named but 
could not accommodate himself anywhere" (see V. I. Lenin and Library 
Organisation, 2nd ed., revised and enlarged, Moscow, Kniga Publishers, 
1977, p. 242, in Russian). : 

Kobetsky, M. V. (1881-1937) - member of the R.S.D.L.P.(B.), sent Lenin 
the necessary information on the work of the Royal Library. When 
Lenin went to Copenhagen he used that library many a time. His two 
written requests for books are extant. Kobetsky recalled that Lenin was 
“very pleased with the conditions for work in the Royal Library. He 
liked the calm and order there". 


N 


[7] 
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6 Hourwich Isaac A (1860-1924) economist emigrated from Russia to 
the USA in 1889 

7 Lenin refers to the university library in Cracow 

* Armand Inessa Fyodorovna (1874-1920) an active figure in the interna 
tional women s labour and communist movement secretary of the Com 
mittee of the RS DLP _ organisation abroad 

Orlovsky Vorovsky V V 
Nik Vas Sapozhnikov N I participant in the revolutionary move 

ment emigrated to Paris in 1911 

9 Presumably Lenin refers to Volume II of Rubakin s book of which he 
wrote a review 

19 The reference is to the Bibliotheque nationale suisse and the Stadt und 
Universitatsbibliothek ın which Lenin worked regularly from August 
1914 to February 1916 When in Berne Lenin received literature regu 
larly from scientific hbraries in France and Germany and libranes in the 
Swiss towns of Lugano Neuchatel Aarau Basle and others 

11 The reference 1s to the move of the Sotsial Demokrat editorial board to 
Stockholm 

12 Lenin visited the Royal Library in Stockholm for the first time in 
December 1907 In September 1910 Lenin again worked in that hbrary 
The notes he made about the books in the Royal Library are to be 
found in Lenin Miscellany XXV pp 307 08 

13 Khantonov M M member of the Party from 1905 hved in Switzer 
land from 1912 member of the Bolshevik section in Zurich 

14 Lenin refers to his work on the book /mperialism the Highest Stage of 
Capitalism 

15 When living in emigration ın Switzerland Lenin made regular use of the 
book stocks in the libranes of Geneva Berne Lausanne Zurich and 
other towns In Berne he visited the State Library the city public library 
the university library etc 

16 A reference to a guide book of Switzerland 

VU V V Adoratsky was working on a popular essay about the Great 
October Socialist Revolution 

18 Soon the Managing Department of the Council of People s Commissars 
received from both the libranes the information Lenin demanded Lenin 
had asked for it in view of V V Adoratsky s (1878 1945) work on the 
popular essay about the Great October Revolution 

19 One of Lenin s secretaries inquired about the publications mentioned at 
the library of the Rumyantsev Museum 

20 A library containing over 10 000 volumes was collected in the Kremlin 
between 1918 and 1923 with Lenin s personal participation and in accor 
dance with his instructions 

?! The Socialist Academy of Social Sciences was founded m Moscow in 
1918 with Lenin s direct participation In 1920-22 books from the Aca 
demy library were regularly sent to Lenin 

22 The reply of the Presidium of the Socialist Academy concerning the 
work of the library 1s published ın V I Lenin and Library Organisation 
2nd ed revised and enlarged Moscow, Kniga Publishers 1977, 
pp 366-67 

23 Krestinsky N N People s Commissar of Finance at the time. Secretary 
of the CC RCP(B) till March 1921 

24 A reference to B D Vigelev, Soviet consul at Warsaw 

?5 A reference to Lenin s library and archives left in Poronin after Lenin s 
arrest in July 1914 

?$ The register of books received from abroad by the library of the Com 
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29 


munist International Executive was sent regularly to Lenin who made 
frequent use of its books in 1920-22 

A reference to the pamphlet Hard Unpaved Roads by V D Batyushkov 
and N S Vetchinkin 

Foteva Lydia Alexandrovna (1881 1975) Lenin s secretary and simul 
taneously secretary of the Council of People s Commissars and the 
Council of Labour and Defence Despite his illness in 1922 Lenin con 
tinued his literary and scienufic work ordered books from the libraries 
and received the necessary publications for his personal library in the 
Kremlin Here the reference is to books which were delivered to Lenin s 
personal library and which he wanted to have sent to Gorki near Mos- 
cow where he was then resting 

Gora Lozgachev Yelhzarov G Y adopted son of Lenin s sister Anna 
Ulyanova Yelizarova and M T Yelizarov 


DECREES AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE SOVIET 
GOVERNMENT ON LIBRARY ORGANISATION 
AND BIBLIOGRAPHY 


From RESOLUTION 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE'S COMMISSARS 
ON ORGANISING A CENTRAL BOARD 
OF ARCHIVES AND LIBRARIES, AND ALSO 
ON CREATING ARCHIVES AND A LIBRARY 
OF THE HISTORY OF THE REVOLUTIONARY 
MOVEMENT IN RUSSIA! 


b) To charge A V Lunacharsky with convening a confer 
ence? of representatives of the People's Commussariat for 
Education, the chairman of the Central Committee for the 
administration of archives, specialists appointed by the Com 
missariat for Public Education and representatives of the 
departments concerned to work out a detailed draft for 
organisation of a Central Board of Archives, and also and in 
particular a draft for reorganising the whole library practice 
according to the Swiss American system 


V Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman of the Council of People’s Commissars 


For the Secretary of the Council L Fotieva 
Aprl 26, 1918 


V I Lenin and Library Organisation 
Moscow 1977, p 250 (in Russian) 
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DECREE 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE'S COMMISSARS 
ON UNITING INSTRUCTIONAL AND EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS AND ESTABLISHMENTS 
OF ALL DEPARTMENTS IN THE DEPARTMENT 
OF THE PEOPLE'S COMMISSARIAT 
FOR EDUCATION 


1) For the transformation of instruction and education, 
their uniting and renewing on* the principles of the new peda 
gogics and socialism, all primary, secondary, higher, open 
and closed, general educational and specialised teaching in 
stitutions (except specialised teaching institutions for adults 
if ** they pursue exclusively technical purposes), and also in 
stitutions of pre school and extra mural education, state, 
public and private, are transferred to the department of the 
People’s Commissariat for Education 

2) All credits from the treasury released now according to 
the estimates and establishments of all departments for the 
needs of public education are transferred to the estimates of 
the People’s Commissariat for Education, simultaneously all 
property, furnishings of buildings, out houses, building plots, 
lands, estates, libraries, all kinds of aids, valuables, capitals, 
securities and everything that was intended for schools and 
institutions of any designation mentioned in Art 1 are trans 
ferred to the People’s Commissariat for Education 

3) It will be left to the People’s Commissariat for Educa 
tion to form special commissions of representatives of the 
amor concerned and of the People’s Commissariat for 
Education to fix the terms and procedure of the transfers 
mentioned in Art | and their implementation by July 15 

V Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars 
Vlad Bonch Bruyevich 
Office Manager, Council of People’s Commussars 
N P Gorbunov 
` Secretary of the Council 


May 30, 1918 
Decrees of Soviet Power 
Vol II M 1959 pp 358 59 (in Russian) 


* The original and Izvestia VTsIK have here new corrected according 
to the draft approved by the C P C and the Collected Statutes Ed 

** The orginal has here these (wntten by Lenin over the word how- 
ever, which is struck out) Ed 
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TELEGRAM SUMMONING TO MOSCOW 
REPRESENTATIVES OF PETROGRAD LIBRARIES 
FOR A CONFERENCE 
ON CENTRALISATION OF LIBRARY ORGANISATION 


Petrograd, Library Department of the People's Commissar 
iat for Education 
Copies to Lunacharsky and Ryazanov 


The following are summoned to Moscow for a conference 
on centralisation of library organisation and introduction of 
the Swiss American system in Russia on Monday, July 1, at 
five o'clock ın the premises of the People’s Commissariat for 
Education, 53 Ostozhenka representatives of the libraries 
Public, Academic, University, Polytechnical College, Ways 
of Communications, Technological Institute, Ecclesiastical 
Academy, former State Council and State Duma, and also 
Book Chamber Non-fulfilment of this instruction will entail 
grave revolutionary penalties 


Pokrovsky 

Deputy People's Commissar for Education 
Lenin 

Chairman, Council of People's Commissars 


June 27, 1918 


Decrees of Soviet. Power 
Vol II, M 1959 p 624 (in Russian) 


First published ın 1933 
in Lenin Miscellany XXIV 


DECREE 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE’S COMMISSARS 
ON SAFEKEEPING OF LIBRARIES 
AND BOOK DEPOSITORIES 
OF THE RSFSR; 


All libraries of state institutions to be liquidated and evac 
uated and also libraries of separate associations and individ 
uals placed in their entirety or partially at the disposal of 
government institutions, public organisations and so forth, in 
all localities of the Russian Socialist Federative Soviet 
Republic are in the safekeeping of and registered by the Peo- 
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ple's Commissariat for Education; the further purpose of 
these libraries, their distribution and placing at the use of the 
population, their replenishing and equally the creation of 
new libraries are in the competence of the Library Depart- 
ment of the Russian Socialist Federative Soviet Republic un- 
der the People's Commissariat for Education. In respect of 
libraries already in the competence of people's commissar- 
iats, the Library Department exercises the functions listed by 
agreement with the respective commissariats. 

All institutions and organisations having libraries of any 
kind under their responsibility or at their disposal are 
obliged to bring this to the knowledge of the Library 
Department of the People's Commissariat for Education not 
later than August 15; non-fulfilment of these rules will be 
regarded as a violation of revolutionary order and will entail 
legal responsibility. 


VI. Ulyanov (Lenin) 

Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars 
VI. Bonch-Bruyevich 

Office Manager, Council of People's Commissars 
N. Gorbunov 

Secretary of the Council 


July 17, 1918 


Published in Izvestia VTsIK 
No. 153, July 21, 1918 and 
Decrees of Soviet Power, Vol. Wl, 
M., 1964, pp. 41-42 (in Russian) 


RESOLUTION 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE'S COMMISSARS 
ON THE DRAFT DECREE ON THE LIBRARY 
INFORMATION BUREAU 


The Council of People's Commissars, on July 30 this year, 
having considered the draft decree on the library information 
bureau,‘ resolved: 

a) To charge the codifier to collate this draft with the copy 
of the decree on the organisation of a Central Committee of 
State Libraries5 published in Izvestia from the standpoint of 
the questions raised at the sitting. 


134 


b) To submit the draft on the hbrary information bureau 
for their conclusion to the Commissariats of Post and Tele 
graph, Control and Finance 

c) To give the commissariats concerned three days in 
which to report their conclusion 


V Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People s Commissars 
Vl Bonch Bruvevich 
Office Manager, Council of People's Commissars 
N Gorbunov 
Secretary of the Council 
July 30, 1918 


Published in 7zvestia VTsIK 
No 163 August 2 1918 and 
Decrees of Soviet Power Vol IH 
M, 1964 p 119 (in Russian) 


DECREE 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE'S COMMISSARS 
ON THE PROCEDURE FOR REQUISITIONING 
LIBRARIES, BOOK DEPOTS 
AND BOOKS IN GENERAL 6 


The Council of People's Commissars has resolved 

1 Requisitions of libraries, bookshops, book depots 
and books in general will be carned out only with the 
knowledge and consent of the People’s Commissariat 
for Education 

2 In those cases when at confiscation of property for any 
reason whatever books form part of it, the latter will be 1m 
mediately placed at the disposal of the People's Commissar 
iat for Education in the person of its Library Department or 
at the disposal of the local organs of public education, who 
will inform the People's Commissariat for Education. of 
them 
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3 The People’s Commissariat for Education is charged 
with issuing instructions elaborating the present decree 


VI Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People's Commissars 

VI Bonch Bruyevich 
Office Manager, Council of People's Commissars 
L Fotieva, Secretary 


November 26, 1918 


Published ın Izvestia VTSIK 
No 260 November 28, 1918 and 
Decrees of Soviet Power Vol IV 
M, 1968, pp 70-71 (1n Russian) 


RESOLUTION 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE’S COMMISSARS 
ON THE RELEASE OF FUNDS FOR THE GENERAL 
LIBRARY 
OF THE SUPREME ECONOMIC COUNCIL? 


The Council of People’s Commussars ın its sitting of 
December 20, 1918 resolved 

To release to the Supreme Economic Council from the 
state treasury funds for the general library of the Supreme 
Economic Council the sum of 55,750 rubles 


V Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars 


December 20, 1918 


V I Lenin and Library Organisation 
M 1977, p 258 (in Russian) 


From MINUTES No 241 OF THE CPC SITTING 
OF JANUARY 2, 1919 
SIGNED BY V I LENIN 


Heard 7 On library organisation (Lenin) 
Resolved 7 To fix the report of Comrade Pokrovsky on 
the situation in library organisation and the factual fulfil 
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ment of the CPC resolution on the introduction of the 
American and Swiss system for Saturday, January 11 this 
year 8 


V I Lenin and Library Organisation 
M, 1977, p 259 (m Russian) 


From MUNUTES No 245 OF THE CPC SITTING 
OF JANUARY 14, 1919 
SIGNED BY V I LENIN 


Heard | On the situation. in. library organisation 
(Pokrovsky) 

Resolved 1 

a) To publish (without any date) the CPC resolution of 
June 7, 19189 from the words * The CP C again censures 
the People's Commissariat for Education" to the words “in 
troducing the Swiss American. system" 

b) To instruct the People's Commissar for Education. 1) to 
bring it to the knowledge of all his apparatus by circular 
and 2) demand of each local institution and each library a 
report on what is being done by them concerning this question 

c) To instruct the People's Commissar for Education to in 
stitute regular reports of all local institutions and to report 
to the CPC in a fortnight 

d) To propose to Comrade Lunacharsky to force Moscow 
Soviet to carry out in full the directives of the Centre and to 
submit a report on this to the CPC in a week 


V I Lenin and Library Organisation 
M, 1977, p 259 (in Russian) 


RESOLUTION 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE’S COMMISSARS 
ON PLBLICATION BY THE LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 
OF THE PEOPLE'S COMMISSARIAT FOR 
EDUCATION OF DATA ON FULFILMENT OF THE 
RESOLUTIONS OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE'S 
COMMISSARS ON LIBRARY REORGANISATION 


The Council of People's Commissars in its sitting of Janu 
ary 30, 1919 resolved 
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To charge the Library Department of the People's Com 
missariat for Education with. publishing every month and 
delivering to the Council of People's Commissars brief fac 
tual data on the actual fulfilment of the resolutions of the 
Council of People's Commissars of June 7, 1918 and of 
January 14, 1919 and on the actual increase ın the number of 
libraries and reading rooms and ın the spreading of books 
among the population 


V Ulyanov (Lenin) 

Chairman, Council of People s Commissars 
L Fotieva 

Secretary, Council of People's Commissars 


January 30, 1919 


Published ın Izvestia VTsIK 

No 23 February | 1919 and 
Decrees of Soviet Power Vol IV 
M 1968 pp 334-35 (in Russian) 


RESOLUTION 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE'S COMMISSARS 
ON THE APPOINTMENT OF A COMMISSION 
TO WORK OUT MEASURES 
FOR MORE ENERGETIC IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE DECREES OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE'S 
COMMISSARS ON LIBRARY ORGANISATION 


The Council of People's Commissars at its sitting of April 
24 this year resolved 

To appoint a commission of representatives of the Peo 
ple's Commissariat for Education, the State Control and the 
Central Executive Committee and to charge it with enlisting 
with consultative vote representatives of library organisation 
of Petrograd and Moscow and whomsoever it will find 
necessary 

Within the coming month, the Commission, availing itself 
of the congress,! must take steps to see that the decrees of 
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the Council of People's Commissars on library organisation 
are carried out more vigorously 


For the Secretary, Council of People's 
Commissars, 


Avilova 
April 24, 1919 


Decrees of Soviet Power 
Vol V M 1971 pp 457 58 (in Russian) 


CPC RESOLUTION ON THE GRANTING OF FUNDS 
TO EXPAND THE LIBRARY STAFF 
OF THE RUMYANTSEV MUSEUM !! 


The Council of People's Commissars at its sitting of May 
3, 1919 resolved 

To grant the People s Commissariat for Education credit 
in excess of the estimate to the sum of 242,060 rubles out of 
para 4, article 6 of the said Commissariat's estimate for 
January June 1919 to expand the staff of the Public Library 
of the Rumyantsev Museum 


V Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars 


May 3, 1919 


V I Lenin and Library Organisation 
M 1977 p 262 (in Russian) 


RESOLUTION 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE'S COMMISSARS 
ON SCIENTIFIC LIBRARIES 


1 To establish an exact record of and control over all 
libraries left at the disposal of their former owners to satisfy 
their professional requirements 

2 To requisition and place at the use and disposal of the 
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corresponding educational institutions all libraries ın respect 
of which safeguards have been issued to their former owners 
who do not actually need these libraries for their profes 
sional occupations For this purpose to revise the safeguards 
hist 

3 To requisition without delay all libraries belonging to 
persons who have fled to the Crimea or to other localities in 
territory occupied by whiteguards or in general have gone 
into hiding ın places unknown 

4 To remove, as a general rule, from the management of 
libraries the former owners of those libraries which have 
been placed at the disposal of the People's Commuissaraat for 
Education and made available for public use 

5 From all former private hbraries made available for 
public use or left at the temporary disposal of the former 
owners, to hand over all books presenting a great histor 
cal, scientific or literary interest to the special public 
book depositories (to the Rumyantsev and the History 
Museum etc ) by decision of the People’s Commissariat for 
Education 

6 To revise the instruction on the procedure for requisi 
tioning libraries, the part of it on determining the number 
of volumes which can be left at the disposal of private 
persons, reducing that number to the minimum sufficient 
SA ou the professional needs of the owners for the 

oks 

7 To charge the People’s Commissariat for Education 
with taking measures to increase the establishment and 
number of librarians of state libraries 


V Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People's Commuissars 

Vlad Bonch Bruyevich 
Office Manager, Council of People's Commissars 
L Fotieva, Secretary 


September 4, 1919 


Decrees of Soviet Power 
Vol VI, M, 1973 pp 402-05 (in Russian) 


RESOLUTION 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE'S COMMISSARS 
ON THE RELEASE OF FUNDS 
TO THE THEATRE DEPARTMENT 
OF THE PEOPLE'S COMMISSARIAT FOR EDUCATION 
FOR ARCHIVE, LIBRARY AND MUSEUM WORK 


The Council of People's Commissars at its sitting of 
December 1, 1919 resolved 

To release to the People s Commissariat for Education for 
the Theatre Department 300,000 rubles in addition to the 
estimate for the 2nd half year 1919 for archive, library and 
museum work and acquisitions 


V Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People's Commissars 


December 1, 1919 


Decrees of Soviet Power Vol VI 
M 1973 p 544 (in Russian) 


RESOLUTION 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE'S COMMISSARS 
ON HANDING OVER WHITEGUARD LITERATURE 
TO THE PEOPLE'S COMMISSARIAT 
FOR EDUCATION FOR SAFEKEEPING 
AND PUBLIC USE IN STATE LIBRARIES 
The Council of People's Commissars resolved 
a) To oblige the Peoples Commissariat for Foreign 
Affairs, the Records Bureau, the All Russia Extraordi 
nary Commission. and all bodies within its jurisdiction, 
and also the Military Commissariat and the bodies within 
its jurisdiction to send all the whiteguard literature, Rus 
Sian and foreign, in their possession, after using it for 
their special purposes, to the People’s Commissariat 
for Education for safekeeping and public use in state 
libraries 12 
b) The hterature should be addressed to the State Book 
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Stock of the People's Commissariat for Education (18 Vol 
khonka, premises of the secretary) 


V Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars 
S Brichkina, Secretary 


January 17, 1920 


Decrees of Soviet Power Vol VII 
M, 1974, p 111 (in Russian) 


TELEGRAM 
TO THE PUBLIC EDUCATION DEPARTMENTS 
OF THE GUBERNIA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES 


The Kremlin Moscow 


The Commission of the All Russia Central Executive 
Committee !3 requests an urgent reply by special delivery let 
ter enclosing material and documents 

1 How many kindergartens, playgrounds, first grade 
schools, schools for adults and adolescents, libraries, people’s 
houses, clubs, theatres, cinematographs have been opened 
and how many reorganised since the October Revolution, 
how many of them are functioning and how, and how many 
people do they cater for? 

2 The number and social composition of children of 
school age? 

3 The number and social composition of education staff, 
their degree of training and their understanding of the basic 
labour school principles? 

4 How are the principles of the labour school, of self ser 
vice, and labour processes being carried out, and what 
hinders their implementation? 

5 What kind of link 1s there with the centre as regards in 
formation on the programme, teaching aids, literature, 
finance, forms of accounting? 

6 Measures to liquidate ilhteracy and results? 


7 Has cinematography been nationalised and with what 
success? 
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Material should be submitted by March 28 and addressed 
to Member of the Presidium of the All Russia Central Ex 
ecutive Committee Kiselyov, Room 33 (Sverdlov's office), 
the Kremlin 


A Kiselyov 
Commission Chairman 
Lenm, 
Chairman, CP C 
Certified true copy, 
Voytasov 


March 9, 1920 


Published in Tambovskava Pravda 
No 66 March 18 1960 and 

V I Lenin and Library Organisation 
M 1977, p 266 (in Russian) 


RESOLUTION 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE'S COMMISSARS 
ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF LITERATURE 


The Council of People's Commuissars resolves 

Not a single department, not a single institution. has the 
right to distribute literature on its own authority, by passing 
the Central Distribution Commission of the People's Com 
missariat for Education, with the following exception 

Service instruction literature published by separate depart 
ments ıs distributed either by the C D C. or by the depart 
ments themselves In the latter case the department is obliged 
to fix by special agreement what percentage of the impres 
sion must be handed over to the CDC for distribution 
Such literature is sent out by Tsentropechat* or the depart 
ment itself if the latter so desires Literature published by 
departments (even if it ıs not instruction literature) 1s distrib- 
uted by the C DC with participation of a representative of 
the given department, which may also be charged with the 
distribution of this literature according to plans approved by 
the CDC 


* Central Press Distribution Agency Ed 
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To appoint members of the Commission under the Peo- 
ples Commissariat for Education from representatives. of 

1) the State Publishing House (convening the Commission) 

2) the extra mural department of the People’s Commissar 
iat for Education 

3) the school sector of the People's Commissariat for 
Education 

4) the scientific sector of the People’s Commissariat for 
Education 

5) the Political Administration. of the Workers’ and 
Peasants’ Red Army 

6) the All Russia Central Executive Committee 

7) the All Russia Central Council of Trade Unions 

Note If the literature 1s distributed by a department, a rep- 
resentative of that department will participate with de 
ciding vote 


V Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars 
V Bonch Bruyevich 
Office Manager, Council of People's Commuissars 
L Fotieva 
Secretary, Council of People's Commissars 
Certified true copy (signature) 


April 20, 1920 


Bulletin of Tsentropechat 
M 1920 No 1 p 10 and 
Decrees of Soviet Power 
Vol VIII, M, 1976, pp 61-62 (in Russian) 


DECREE 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE'S COMMISSARS 
ON THE NATIONALISATION OF STOCKS OF BOOKS 
AND OTHER PRINTED MATTER 


1 All stocks of books and other printed matter (with the 
exception of libraries) belonging either to private persons or 
to co-operative and all other organisations and institutions, 
and equally those municipalised by the Soviets are declared 
state property (are nationalised) 


144 


Note The operation of this article does not extend to pro 
ducers (private or co-operative book publishers, of 
literary and educational societies), whose stocks are 
delivered on the general basis to the People's Com 
missariat for Education for distribution. through its 
organs 

2 Responsibility for 1mplementing the present decree is 

laid ın the centre on the People’s Commissariat for Educa 
tion and in the localities on the presidiums of executive com 
mittees, which are obliged to form on the spot commissions 
composed of 3 persons, one representative each from the 
Department of Public Education, the Workers’ and 
Peasants’ Inspection and the Management 
3 Owners of books and co-operative organisations guilt 

of concealing stocks of books and other printed matter will 
be prosecuted The same responsibility is laid on house com 
mittees and representatives of employees’ and workers’ 
committees 


V Ulyanov (Lenin) 

Chairman, Council of People's Commissars 
Viad Bonch Bruyevich 

Office Manager, Council of People's Commissars 
L Fotieva 

Secretary, Council of People's Commissars 


April 20, 1920 


Izvestia VTsIK No 104 
May 15 1920 and 
Decrees of Soviet Power, 
Vol VIII M, 1976 pp 59-60 (in Russian) 


DECREE 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE’S COMMISSARS 
ON THE TRANSFER OF THE ORGANISATION 
OF BIBLIOGRAPHY IN THE RSFSR 
TO THE PEOPLE’S COMMISSARIAT 
FOR EDUCATION 4 


The Council of People’s Commissars resolved 

1 The organisation of bibliography in the RSFSR. will 
be transferred to the competence of the People’s Commissar 
lat for Education 
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2 The People's Commissariat for Education will have the 
obligation to register all printed works appearing ın the 
RSFSR and to publish lists of those works 

3 The People's Commissariat for Education. will con 
tribute to the development of bibliography, for which pur 
pose it will institute in the localities and take under its juris 
diction the already existing book chambers and their 
agencies, will open bibliographic institutes and courses, will 
organise bibliographic libraries, publish books and journals 
on questions of bibliography, and will regulate and concert 
the activity of all bibliographic institutions and societies 

4 The People’s Commissariat for Education will issue 
obligatory instructions on the supply free of charge of newly 
published printed works to state and other book depositories 
and will determine which book depositories must be supplied 
with free copies 

5 In implementing the present instruction, the People’s 
Commissariat for Education will issue obligatory regulations, 
persons guilty of violating which will incur penalties by sen 
tence of the People’s Court 


V Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People's Commissars 
Viad Bonch Bruyevich 
Office Manager, Council of People's 
Commissars 
L Fotieva, Secretary 


June 30, 1920 


Izvestia VTsIK No 149 
July 9 1920 


CERTIFICATE FOR V I SREZNEVSKY 


November 1, 1920 


This ıs to certify that the Curator of the manuscript 
department of the All Russia Academy of Sciences, Vsevolod 
Izmailovich Sreznevsky, 1s sent by the Government to the 
city of Saratov to bring from there by separate railway car 
rage and heated van manuscripts kept in Saratov and 


belonging to the manuscript department of the All Russia 
Academy of Scences 
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We request all local railway, military and other representa 
tives of the authorities of Soviet Russia to grant Comrade 
V I Sreznevsky and other employees of the Academy trav 
elling with him every kind of assistance in loading and safe 
guarding these manuscripts and also en route 

We instruct the railway authorities to see to it that these 
two carriages are coupled obligatorily only to passenger 
trains, the carriages being carefully inspected by the technical 
personnel before being sent to be loaded, in order that they 
may reach Petrograd without mishap, without any reloading 
or uncoupling en route The heated van must be fitted out so 
well that the Members of the Expedition travelling in it can 
remain in it all the time, day and night, without any particu 
lar privations 

We instruct the military authorities of the city of Saratov in 
case of necessity to provide a military guard to accompany 
these carriages en route to their destination, 1e to Petrograd 

We request the Chairman of the Saratov Executive Com 
mittee personally to take the matter of loading and trans 
porting the manuscripts of the Academy of Sciences under 
his own care and responsibility 

Neither in Saratov, nor en route, nor in Petrograd on the 
railway, must this freight be opened, confiscated, requisi 
tioned or checked in any other manner, but must be deli 
vered directly to the manuscript department of the Academy 
of Sciences in Petrograd 

Inform us by telegraph of the day on which the manus 
cripts are dispatched from Saratov 

V Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People's Commissars 
For the People's Commissar for Military Affairs 
E Sklyansky 
For the People's Commissar for Ways of Communications 
V Fomin 
A Lunacharsky 
People’s Commissar for Education 
M Vladmirsky 
Deputy People's Commissar for Internal Affairs 


Viad Bonch Bruyevich 
Office Manager, Council of People's Commissars 


izvesta No 88 April 13 1960 
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DECREE OF THE COUNCIL 
OF PEOPLE'S COMMISSARS ON CENTRALISATION 
OF LIBRARY ORGANISATION IN THE R.S.F.S.R.!5 


In view of the ever growing demand for books the Council 
of People's Commissars decrees: 

1. All libraries, both those under the jurisdiction of the 
People's Commissariat for Education and the libraries of all 
other departments, institutions and public organisations, are 
declared open to all, united in a single library system of the 
R.S.F.S.R. and handed over to the jurisdiction of the Peo- 
ple's Commissariat for Education (Chief Committee for Po- 
litical Education). 

2. In order to put into practice the single library system 
and co-ordinate work a Central Interdepartmental Library 
Commission !6 is created under the Chief Committee for 
Political Education composed as follows: from the People’s 
Commissariat for Education, 4 persons (Chief Committee for 
Political Education, sector of social education and scientific 
sector and Central Board for Vocational Training); from the 
All-Russia Central Council of Trade Unions, 2 persons; 
from the Political Administration of the Revolutionary Mili- 
tary Council of the Republic, 1 person. 

Note: The members of the Commission will be approved 

by the People’s Commissariat for Education. 

3. The following will be within the competence of the 
Commission: a) fixing and changing types of libraries; b) 
working out and approving plans and redistribution of book 
stocks; c) establishing procedure for transfer of libraries of 
other departments to the competence of the People’s Com- 
missariat for Education; d) extending the library system; e) 
establishing rules for use of special technical libraries and 
replenishing of their book stocks by agreement with the 
department concerned; f) establishing rules for the use of 
school libraries and organising children's reading. 

4. All libraries included in the single system of libraries 
(except special libraries) will be supplied through local regist- 
ration and distribution commissions, which will receive 
books from the Central Distribution Commission of the 
State Publishing House. 

_ 9. Local commissions will be organised under local sec- 
tions of the State Publishing House, composed of representa- 
tives: of the Department for Political Education, the Mili- 
tary Commissariat, the Department of Public Education and 
the local association of trade unions. 
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6 In the centre under the library sub department of the 
Chief Committee for Political Education a Central Library 
Distributor will be organised, which will supply uyezd public 
education departments with sets of books for newly 
organised libraries of diverse types 

7 Under the library sections of committees for political 
education, library distributors will be organised having in 
structor staffs and conducting all work of stocking libraries 


V Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People s Commissars 

V Bonch Bruyevich 
Office Manager, Council of People's Commissars 
L Fotieva, Secretary 


November 3, 1920 


Published in Izvestia VTsIK 
No 249, November 6, 1920 
and in 
Krupskaya, N K, What Lenin Wrote 
and Said about Libraries 2Inded M L, 
1932, pp 24-25 (in Russian) 


DECREE 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE'S COMMISSARS 
ON THE PROCEDURE 
FOR ACQUIRING AND DISTRIBUTING 
FOREIGN LITERATURE 


1 For the purpose of organising the purchase of literature 
abroad and making rational use of it, a Central Interdepart 
mental Committee for the purchase and distribution of for 
eign literature (Forlitcom) ! ıs instituted 

2 Forlitcom has the task to receive from abroad all sorts 
of literature necessary for the RSFSR ın all branches of 
knowledge, in the first place that which appeared from the 
second half of 1914, to concentrate all foreign literature in 
the corresponding scientific institutions and libraries, and 
also to distribute and organise rational use of foreign litera 
ture by all institutions and separate persons 

3 Forlitcom is organised under the People’s Commissariat 
for Education and composed of representatives of the Coun 
cil of People's Commissars, the People's Commissariat for 
Education, the People's Commissariat for Foreign Trade, the 
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People’s Commissariat for Foreign Affairs, the Supreme 
Economic Council and the All Russia Extraordinary Com 
mission The chairman 1s appointed by the Council of Peo- 
ple’s Commissars 
Note The Committee uses the technical apparatus of the 
People’s Commissariat for Education, having only its own 
secretary 
4 All requests for any kind of literature are addressed to 
Forlitcom After considering and approving the requests pre 
sented by the institutions, Forlitcom forwards them to the 
People's Commissariat for Foreign Trade for purchase of the 
literature abroad 
5 Receipt of freights from abroad and their distribution 
between institutions according to Forlitcom's decision on the 
subject are effected by the registration and distribution cen 
tral apparatus of the People’s Commissariat for Education 
or with the permission of Forlitcom by the apparatuses of 
the corresponding institutions 
Note e periodical press, according to the lists approved 
by Forlitcom, is sent directly to the addressees, lists 
of whom Forlitcom forwards to the All Russia 
Extraordinary Commission, the People's Commis 
sariat for Post and Telegraph and the People's 
Commissariat for Foreign Affairs 
6 All credits for purchase of the hterature mentioned in 
this decree are allotted by the aforesaid Committee according 
to the estimate of the People s Commissariat for Education 
All credits granted to various departments, before issue of 
the present decree, for the purchase of literature abroad are 
transferred to the estimate of the People s Commuissariat for 
Education for the needs of the said Committee 
7 The organisation of purchasing agencies and offices 
abroad under the plenipotentiaries and trade legations and 
also the appointment of responsible persons are entrusted to 
the People s Commissariat for Foreign Trade by agreement 
with Forlitcom and the People's Commissariat for Foreign 
Affairs 
8 Forlitcom publishes indexes of the most valuable politi 
cal, scientific and technical publications, with precise desig 
nation of the libraries and depositories where such publica 
tions are to be found 
9 The present decree comes into force at the moment of 
its publication 
10 All institutions and persons purchasing and receiving 
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literature from abroad otherwise than through the procedure 
indicated. in. this decree are liable to legal prosecution 

11 In elaboration of the present decree Forlitcom is draw 
ing up instructions and circulars 


V Ulyanov (Lenin) 
Chairman, Council of People s Commissars 

N Gorbunov 
Office Manager, Council of People's Commissars 
L Fotieva, Secretary 


June 14, 1921 


Collected Statutes and Instructions 
of the Workers and Peasants 
Government 1921 No 51 Art 285 
(in. Russian) 


DECISION 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE'S COMMISSARS 
ON PROVISION OF THE RUMYANTSEV MUSEUM 
WITH ALL PLBI ISHED PRINTED WORKS 
AND OTHER MATERIAL 


The Council of People’s Commissars resolved To 
oblige all departments, institutions, organisations. and pri 
vate publishing houses to provide free of charge the State 
Rumyantsev Museum independently of the established proce 
dure of supply through the Book Chamber, with one copy of 
all printed works and materials published by them and also 
printed documents, secret and special as well as of a general 
Character 

Signed For the Chairman of the Council of People's 
Commissars 

A Tsyurupa 
N Gorbunov 
Office Manager, CP C 


L Fotieva, Secretary 


January 4, 1922 


Collected Statutes and Instructions 
of the Workers and Peasants 
Government 1922 No 2, Art 37 
(in. Russian) 
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DECREE 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE'S COMMISSARS 
ON THE PROCEDURE 
FOR ACQUIRING FOREIGN LITERATURE 
BY STATE INSTITUTIONS 


In abrogation of the decree of June 14, 1921 (Collected 
Statutes, 1921, No 51, Art 285) the Council of Peoples 
Commissars resolves 

1 To charge the Central Interdepartmental Committee for 
Purchase and Distribution of Foreign Literature (Forlitcom) 
to liquidate within one month of publication of the present 
resolution all its business and hand over all the material it 
has at its disposal to the corresponding departments in the 
appropriate quarters 

2 To grant departments the right to purchase foreign hter 
ature abroad within the limits of the credits assigned accord 
ing to their estimates under the control of the organs of the 
People’s Commissariat for Foreign Trade 

3 All People's Commissariats undertake the obligation to 
draw up within one month firm estimates for 1922 for 
acquiring foreign hterature and to submit these estimates for 
consideration to the gold commission of the Council of 
Labour and Defence 

4 Scientific establishments, institutes and state libraries 
are granted the right to exchange Russian books for foreign 
Ones in countries abroad 

5 Export of books for sale abroad is permitted exclusively 
to the People’s Commissariat for Education by agreement 
with the People’s Commissariat for Foreign Trade 


Signed For the Chairman of the Council of Peoples 
Commissars 


A Tsyurupa 


N Gorbunov 
Office Manager, Council of People's Commissars 


L Fotieva, Secretary 
February 2, 1922 


Collected Statutes and Instructions 
of the Workers and Peasants 
Government 1922 No 14, Art 150 
(in Russian) 
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DECREE 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE'S COMMISSARS 
ON THE CARRIAGE FREE SENDING 
OF FREIGHT AND PARCELS 
CONTAINING PRINTED MATTER FROM PRINTSHOPS 
TO THE CENTRAL BOOK CHAMBER AND FROM THE 
CHAMBER TO BOOK DEPOSITORIES 


The Council of People s Commuissars resolved 

To propose to the People’s Commissariat for Ways of 
Communications and the People's Commissariat of Post and 
Telegraph to accept carriage free, both by rail and by post, 
all freight and parcels containing printed matter sent from 
any printshop to the Central Book Chamber and from the 
Chamber to book depositories in the RSFSR 

Signed. Deputy Chairman, Council of People's Commis 
Sars 


N Gorbunov 
Office Manager, Council of People's Commissars 


L Fotieva 
Secretary, Council of People's Commissars 


October 24, 1922 


Collected Statutes and Instructions 
of the Workers and Peasants 
Government 1922 No 67, Art 884 
(in Russian) 


NOTES 


1 The question Organisation of a Central Board of Archives and 
Libraries was raised at a sitting of the Council of People s Commissars 
because the Central Commxtee for Archive Administration having con 
sidered the proyect for forming a library council to direct the state scien 
tfic libraries recognised the necessity to take over the direction of the 
latter and in the future to be known as the Central Committee of 
Archives and Library Administration. The Council of People s Commis 
sars considering that the general direction of library organisation ın the 
country was the competence of the Extra Mural and Library depart 
ments of the People s Commissariat for Education obliged A V Luna 
charsky to convene a conference of library workers A state conference 
on library organisation was held by the People s Commissariat for Edu 
cation on July 1 2 and 22 23 1918 (Cf Abramov K 1 Library Con 
struction m the Early Years of Soviet Power 1917 1920 Moscow Kniga 
Publishers, 1974 pp 42-48 in Russian) The full text of the resolution 


153 


wr 


u^ 


a 


~~ 


bd 


u 


adopted by the Council of People s Commissars on April 26 1918 was 
published in the collection — History of the Library Organisation in the 
USSR Documents and Other Material 1918 1920 M Kniga Pub- 
lishers 1975 p 16 (in Russian) 
See Note 1 
On June 27 1918 the Council of People s Commissars having discussed 
the report made by Deputy Peoples Commissar for Education 
M N Pokrovsky on the measures taken by the People s Commissariat 
for Education to reorganise the libraries charged the commissariat with 
working out a draft decree on safeguarding libraries in. Russia. (espe 
cially on former estates) and to submit it for consideration to the Coun 
cil of People s Commissars on July 4 of this year The draft was 
worked out by the Petrograd Library Department on the instruction of 
the People s Commissariat for Education Lenin made amendments to 
this draft on July 14 
The draft decree on the library information bureau was worked out by 
a special commission consisting of participants in the State conference 
on library organisation was approved by the collegium of the People s 
Commissariat for Education and submitted for approval to the Council 
of People s Commissars 
The Izvestia newspaper (1918 July 14) carried not the decree on 
organising the Central Committee of State Libraries, but the ttem 
Library Organisation reporting that the collegium of the Peoples 
Commissariat for Education had adopted the draft project for the crea 
tion of the Central Committee of State Libraries to unite the work of 
the Moscow and the Petrograd library departments and listing its 
members 
Libranes which had belonged to representatives of the ruling classes or 
to closed or reformed institutions were subject to requisition All 
requisitioned books were distributed by the People s Commissariat for 
Education and tts agencies on the spot between existing scientific and 
mass libraries and were used to open new hbrares The library depart 
ment (section) of the People s Commissariat for Education organised 
State Book Stocks in Moscow and Petrograd for the collection safe 
keeping and distribution of confiscated books 
The general library of the Supreme Economic Council was established 
in August 1918 Its basis was provided by the book collections of the 
Technical Committee and the former Ministry for Commerce and In 
dustry The sum mentioned in the resolution was required to maintain 
the library staff to ue new books and to ensure the safekeeping 
and restoration of books 
M N Pokrovsky s re was heard at a sitting of the Council of Peo- 
ple s Commissars on January 14 1919 Tbe Council again reproved the 
People s Commissanat for Education because of the inadequacy of its 
measures for the correct organisation of libraries in Russia and called 
for most energetic steps to implement the resolutions of the Council of 
People s Commissars on this question 
The reference is to the resolution of the Council of People s Commussars 
of June 7 1918 on reorganising libraries The author of the draft resolu 
tion was V I Lenin 
The reference is to the First All Russia Congress on Adult Education 
held from May 6 to 19 1919 
The library needed the sum demanded ın connection with the People $ 
Commussariat for Education having approved its new structure which 
required the staff to be increased from 121 to 222 persons 
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The words for safekeeping and public use in state libraries were in 
serted in the text of the resolution by V I Lenin 

The commission was set up in accordance with a decision of the Presi 
dium of the All Russia Central Executive Committee adopted on Febru 
ary 12 1920 under the chairmanship of member of the Presidium of the 
All Russia Central Executive Committee A S Kiselyov 

Before this decree was issued registration of literature published ın the 
country was organised by the Book Chamber in Petrograd set up in 
1917 In accordance with the decree On the Transfer of the Organisa 
tion of Bibliography m the RS FSR to the People s Commissariat for 
Education issued by the Council of People s Commissars in September 
1920 the Russian Central Book Chamber was set up in Moscow 
The draft decree of the Council of People s Commissars on centrali 
sation of library organisation was drawn up by the People s Commissar 
iat for Education from the middle of 1920 onwards The first version 
considered by the Council of People s Commissars in June 1920 was 
not signed by Lenin. who suggested it should be redrafted The redraft 
ing was done by Nadezhda Konstantinovna Krupskaya and Lenin made 
Mo E amendments to the draft she prepared (See this collection, 
pp 

The Central Interdepartmental Library Commission was established in 
December 1920 and worked during the following years to a ey the 
decree of the Council of People s Commissars dated November 3 1920 
Instituted in accordance with a decree issued by the Council of People s 
Commissars on June 14 1921 Forlitcom was active up to the beginning 
of 1922 Accounts of its work were sent regularly to V I Lenin who 
showed a constant interest ın questions concerning provision of foreign 
literature for Russias scientific libranes (Cf V I Lenin and oe 
Organisation 2nd ed revised and enlarged M Kniga Publishers 197 
pp 370-78, in Russian) 


REMINISCENCES OF VLADIMIR ILYICH LENIN 


Nadezhda Konstantinovna Krupskaya 


LENIN’S WORK IN LIBRARIES 


Lenin spent very much time in libraries. When he was liv- 
ing in Samara he would take very many books from the li- 
brary. After his arrival in St. Petersburg he would spend 
whole days in the Public Library, and also take out books 
from the Free Economic Society's library and a number of 
others. Even when he was in prison his sister used to take 
him books from the library. He would make excerpts out of 
these books. In volume III of the second edition of the 
works of Lenin it is established that in order to write his 
book The Development of Capitalism in Russia he had to 
make use of 583 books. There are references to these books 
in that work. Could Lenin have bought all these books? 
Many of them never even appeared in the shops, for instance 
the Zemstvo statistical collections, which were especially 
valuable to Lenin. But besides that, Lenin lived at that time 
as a student in a small room and spent only tiny sums on 
himself. He had no possibility to spend so much money - not 
less than a thousand -to purchase those books; he did not 
have time to run from one bookseller's to another looking 
for them, he would have had no time left for reading, and 
without the library catalogues he would not even have 
known that many of those books existed. And finally, he had 
nowhere to keep those books. Having read those books, he 
was able not only to write such a big and important book as 
The Development of Capitalism in Russia, but at the same 
time he made a splendid study of the life of the workers and 
peasants of the time. And without this he could never have 
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become the Lenin that we all know. The book The Develop- 
ment of Capitalism in Russia was published in 1899. 

When he found himself abroad, Lenin made still more in- 
tense use of libraries. He knew foreign languages and read 
a great many books in them. He could never buy them 
because, being an émigré, he had to keep account of every 
kopek and to save money for trams, food and the like. But 
without reading books, without reading foreign newspapers 
and journals, Ilyich could not have accomplished the work 
that he was doing, and would not have had the knowledge 
with which he was so splendidly equipped. 

A look through his Letters to Relatives* shows what im- 
portance he attached to libraries. 

In 1895 he went abroad for the first time; he experienced 
a host of new impressions, lived for several weeks 1n Berlin, 
observed how the workers lived, and at the same time stud- 
ied in the Imperial Library there. He was thrown into prison 
in 1895 and three weeks later he had already arranged to get 
books from libraries. He used not only: books from the pri- 
son library, but saw to it that while in prison he could make 
use of libraries outside. Three weeks after his arrest, Vladi- 
mir Ilyich wrote from prison: 

"Prisoners are allowed to do literary work; I made a spe- 
cial point of asking the prosecutor about this, although 
I knew beforehand (even convicts in prison are allowed to 
write) He also confirmed that there is no limit to the 
number of books I may receive. Books, moreover, may be 
returned; consequently one can make use of libraries. And 
so everything is all right from that point of view. - 

“There are other, more serious obstacles- getting the 
books. I need a lot of books-I am giving a list below of 
those which I have in mind at present - and to obtain them 
will require a considerable amount of trouble. I do not even 
know whether they can all be obtained. It will probably be 
all right to count on the library of the Free Economic 
Society,** which allows books to be taken away for two 
months on payment of a deposit, but that library is not very 
complete. If it were possible to use (through some writer or 
professor) the University library or the library of the learned 
committee of the Ministry of Finance, the question of 


* V. L Lenin, Letters to Relatives, Moscow, 1934, XXII, 484 pp. (in 
Russian); see also V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 37.- Ed. 
°% | have taken books from there and left a deposit of 16 rubles. 
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obtaining books would be settled Some books would have 
to be bought, of course, and I think I can allot a certain sum 
for that 

“The last and most difficult problem is that of delivering 
the books It is not merely a matter of bringing a couple of 
books or so, at regular intervals, over a lengthy period they 
will have to be obtained from the libraries, brought here* 
and taken back That is something I do not yet know how to 
arrange Unless it can be done this way find some door 
porter or Janitor, or a messenger or some boy whom I could 
pay to go for books The exchange of books because of the 
conditions under which I work and also because of the terms 
on which books are lent from the library would, of course, 
have to be done correctly and punctually, so all that must be 
arranged 

"*Easier said than done’ F have a very strong feeling 
that this business will not be easy to carry out and that my 
‘plan’ may turn out to be mere fantasy " ** 

Anna Ilyimichna took upon herself the task of getting 
books from the libraries and taking them to Vladimir Ilyich 
in prison 

On his way to his place of exile Lenin stayed in Kras 
noyarsk from March 4 to April 30, 1897 During that time 
he used to go to the library of a man named Yudin *** Here 
i$ what Lenin wrote to his mother on March 10 from 
Krasnoyarsk 

"Yesterday I managed to find the famous local library 
belonging to Yudin, who gave me a hearty welcome and 
showed me his collection He gave me permission to work in 
the library and I think I shall be able to (There are two 
obstacles in the way, first, his library is outside the town, 
although the distance is short, about two versts, so it will 
make a pleasant walk, second, the library is not fully 
organised, so I may be a nuisance to the owner by making 
frequent requests for books ) We'll see how it works out in 
practice I think the second obstacle, too, will be removed 
I have not seen all his library by far, but ın any case it is an 
excellent collection of books There are, for example, com 


* I think that once a fortnight would be enough or perhaps, 
even once a month if a larger number of books were delivered at a ume 
** V I Lenin Collected Works Vol 37 pp 8283 Ed 
*** G V Yudin a bibliophile merchant and owner of a library near 
Krasnoyarsk containing about 80 thousand volumes Ed 
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plete sets of journals (the most important) from the end of 
the eighteenth century up to date I hope I shall be able to 
make use of them for the information I need so much for my 
work ” * 

In a letter of March 15 he wrote about the same library 

‘I go to the library every day and since it 1s two versts 
from the outskirts of the town I have to walk some five 
versts, 1t takes about an hour I am very glad to have the 
walk and enjoy it, although it sometimes makes me quite 
sleepy There turned out to be far fewer books on my subject 
in the library than might have been expected from its general 
size, nevertheless there are some that are useful to me and | 
am very glad that I do not have to waste my time here com 
pletely I also visit the town library, where I can see journals 
and newspapers that arrive here on the eleventh day after 
publication, but I cannot get used to such old ‘news’ ” ** 

When he was in exile in the village of Shushenskoye, 
which letters and newspapers took 13 days to reach, Lenin 
tried hard to arrange to use the Moscow libraries even in 
that remote spot in Siberia 

On May 25, 1897, he wrote from Shushenskoye to his sis 
ter Anna Ilyinichna Yelizarova 4n Moscow 

“I am still thinking about the possibility of using a Mos 
cow library, have you managed to do anything about it, 1 €, 
have you managed to join some public library? If it 1s pos 
sible to take out books for two months (as you can in 
St Petersburg at the library of the Free Economic Society) it 
would not cost very much to send them by post as printed 
matter (16 kopeks a pound, and you can send 4 pounds for 
64 kopeks, and 7 kopeks to register them), so it would pro- 
bably be more profitable for me to spend money on postage 
and have a lot of books than to spend much more money on 
buying a few books I imagine that it would be much more 
convenient for me, the only problem is whether you can get 
books for such a long period (leaving a deposit, of course) 
from some good library the University,*** or the library of 


* The letter was addressed to Maria Ilyimichna Ulyanova (V I Lenin, 
Collected Works Vol 37 p 94) Ed 


** V I Lenn, Collected Works Vol 37 pp 9596 Ed 

*** | think it would be easy for Mitya to arrange this either 
through some law student or by going straight to the professor of political 
economy and saying that he wishes to work in that jield and take books 
from the central library The only thing 1s that he will have to postpone it 
now ull autumn 
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the Moscow Bar Association (you must get information from 
there, get their catalogue and find out the terms for the 
acceptance of new members, etc ), or some other There are 
probably a number of good libraries ın Moscow You can 
even find out about private libraries. If any of you are stay 
ig in Moscow they can probably find out about all 
this 

If you go abroad, write to me and I will send you details 
of books from there Send me more catalogues of all kinds 
of second hand books, etc (libraries, bookshops) 

Yours, 
V U LAJ $ 

In a letter of July 19, 1897 to hıs mother and Marıa 
Ilymichna, in reply to Maria Ilyımıchna’s proposal to make 
excerpts for him, Vladimir Ilyich wrote “I do not know 
whether I shall need any extracts from books I hope that by 
autumn I shall make an arrangement with some Moscow or 
St Petersburg library ” ** 

During the winter of 1897 Ilyich wrote to his relatives 
a letter from which it could be seen that he had succeeded in 
arranging something, but Ilyich was seeking further possibili 
ties 

* Manyasha, 

“I received your postcard of December 2 and the two 
Semyonov volumes Merci for them I shall send them back 
soon, not later than a week from now (I am afraid our post 
man will not go for the mail at all on Wednesday 24th) 

"These first two volumes proved to be without interest 
Such things are, of course, inevitable when you order books 
you know nothing about, and I was prepared for it 
beforehand 

"I hope at least that we shall not have to pay any fine 
they will extend them for another month 

"I did not understand your sentence 'To get into the ju 

rists’ library I asked Kablukov about it you must be a ju 
rist and submit two recommendations from members of the 
Society of Jurists’ Is that all? You do not have to be 
a member of the society yourself? I shall try to get a recom 
mendation through St Petersburg 


* V I Lenn Collected Works, Vol 37 p 114 Ed 
** Ibid, p 122 Ed 
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“I know for a fact that one does not have to be a jurist to 
join the society. 
All the best, 


V. U."* 

However, attempts to make any at all extensive use of 
libraries in Shushenskoye failed also because of postal 
difficulties. 

In September 1898 Vladimir Ilyich obtained permission to 
go to Krasnoyarsk for dental treatment. He was extraor- 
dinarily glad of the journey, but during that journey he also 
intended to make notes in the Krasnoyarsk library.** 

After his return from exile Lenin settled in Pskov. He 
wrote to his mother on March 15, 1900: “I go frequently to 
the library and do some walking." *** 

While in emigration Lenin worked very much in libraries, 
but this is not reflected much in his letters to relatives. 

When we were living in London in 1902 and 1903 Viadi- 
mir Ilyich spent half of his time in the British Museum, 
where there is one of the richest libraries in the world with 
splendidly organised technical service. Ilyich also made 
extensive use of the London reading-rooms, as is seen from 
a letter of October 27 [November 9], 1902 to his mother.**** . 

In London there are many reading-rooms consisting only 
of one room which one enters straight from the street and 
where there are not even seats of any kind, but only stands 
for reading and newspapers on sticks; people going in take 
a newspaper on a stick. and having read it, hang it up in its 
place again. Such reading-rooms are very convenient and are 
very much visited the whole day long. 

In May 1908 during his second emigration, when there 
were heated discussions on philosophical questions and Vla- 
dimir Ilyich set to work writing his book Materialism and 
Empiriocriticism, he went from Geneva to London, where he 
spent more than a month specially to work in the British 
Museum. 

In Geneva, where we arrived in 1903, Ilyich spent whole 
days in the library of the Société de Lecture, where there was 
a huge library and splendid conditions for study, and a lot of 


—— 


* Ibid., pp. 138-39.- Ed. 

** ibid., p. 564.- Ed. 
*** Ibid., p. 288.- Ed. 
**** Ibid., p. 349.- Ed. 
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newspapers and journals in French, German and English 
were received. It was very convenient to work in that library. 
The members of the society, most of them old professors, 
rarely made use of the library. Ilyich had at his disposal 
a whole study in which he could write, pace the room from 
corner to corner, think over an article and take any book 
from the shelves.* 

In Geneva Ilyich also made intense use of the well-stocked 
Russian Kuklin library, which was managed by comrade 
dd ae Later, when he was living in other towns, he 
used to write for books from this library. 

‘In Paris Ilyich frequented mainly the Bibliothèque 
nationale. ' 

In December 1909 I wrote to Ilyich’s mother about his 
work in the library: “For over a week now he has been get- 
ting up at eight in the morning to go to the library; he 
returns from there at 2 o'clock. At first he found it difficult 
to get up so early, but now he is very satisfied and has begun 
to go to bed early." ** 

Besides the Bibliothéque nationale, Ilyich also went to see 
a number of other libraries in Paris, but he got little satisfac- 
tion from them. In the Bibliothéque nationale there were no 
catalogues for more recent years, and besides, the procedure 
for issuing books was long and bureaucratic.*** In general, 
library organisation in France was extremely bureaucratic. 


* In her reminiscences Nadezhda Konstantinovna Krupskaya points 
out that in this library Lenin "...not only read through and studied most 
thoroughly all that Marx and Engels wrote about revolution and insurrec- 
tion,- he also read quite a number of books on the military art, pondering 
from all standpoints the technique of armed insurrection and its organisa- 
tion. An employee of the Société de Lecture witnessed the Russian revolu- 
tionary coming early every morning, taking up a book he had left the day 
before on barricade fighting, and the technique of offensive, sitting down at 
his usual place at a table near the window and smoothing the thin hair on 
his bald patch with his accustomed gesture and becoming absorbed in read- 
ing. Only occasionally he would get up to take a big dictionary from 
a shelf, look up the meaning of a term he did not know, then pace to and 
fro, and sitting down at the table, write something quickly with an air of 
concentration on a quarter of a sheet of paper." - Ed. 

** V.I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 37, p. 608.— Ed. 

*** In her reminiscences Nadezhda Konstantinovna Krupskaya wrote: 
“Ilyich swore for all he was worth at the Bibliothèque nationale and in 
passing at Paris. I wrote a letter to a French professor who taught in the 
summer at the French language courses in Geneva, asking him to indicate 
some other good libraries. Immediately I received a reply containing all the 
necessary information; Ilyich went to see all the libraries named but could 
not accommodate himself anywhere..." — Ed. 
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The district libraries in. towns offered almost exclusively 
belles lettres but even so, to be entitled to use them, one had 
to bring a certificate from one’s landlord, who must assume 
responsibility for the punctual return of the book by his 
lodger For a long time our landlord would not give the cer 
tificate in question because of our poor belongings By the 
degree of library organisation Lenin. would judge of the level 
of culture for him the condition of library organisation was 
an indicator of general culture 

Here ıs what he wrote to his mother * on April 22, 1914 
from Cracow 

“ Paris ıs an inconvenient place to work in, the Biblio 
theque nationale is badly organised we often thought of 
Geneva, where work went better, the library was convenient, 
and life was less nerve racking and time wasting Of all the 
places I have been in my wanderings I would select London 
or Geneva, if those two places were not so far away Geneva 
is particularly fine for its general cultural level and the con 
veniences that make life easier Here, of course there can be 
no talk of culture it ıs almost the same as Russia the li 
brary 1s a bad one and extremely inconvenient, although 
I scarcely ever have to go there ” ** 

When we arrived in Berne from Cracow Ilyich wrote to 
Maria Ilyinichna on December 22, 1914 

"The libraries here are good, and I have made quite 
decent arrangements as far as the use of books 1s concerned 
It ıs even pleasant to read after my daily newspaper work 
There is a pedagogical library here for Nadya and she is 
writing something of pedagogy ” *** 

On February 20, 1916 Vladimir Ilyich wrote to Maria 
Hlyinichna “Nadya and I are very pleased with Zurich, there 
are good libraries here", and on March 12, 1916 he wrote to 
his mother “We are now living in Zurich We came here to 
work in the libraries We like the lake here very much and 
the libraries are much better than those in Berne, so we shall 
probably stay here longer than we had intended "**** 

And then again on October 22 in a letter to Maria 
llymichna he repeated “The libraries in Zurich are better 
and it ıs more convenient to work ” ***** 


* The letter was addressed to Maria Ilyinichna Ulyanova Ed 
** V | Lenn Collected Works Vol 37 p 519 Ed 
*** Ibid p 522 Ed 
**** Ibid, pp 528 and 529 Ed 
***** Ibid p 532 Ed 
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In Switzerland the library organisation was splendid Par 
ticularly well arranged was book exchange between libraries 
The scientific libraries in German Switzerland have contacts 
with the libraries in Germany, and even during the war Vla 
dimir Ilyich managed to get the books he needed from Ger 
many through the library 

Other things were the fine facilities at readers’ service, the 
complete absence of bureaucracy, the splendidly compiled 
catalogues, the open shelves and the exceptionally consider 
ate attitude to readers 

During the summer of 1915 we were living in the moun 
tains at the foot of Rothorn in a very out-of the way village 
and we received books there post free from the libraries The 
books were sent in a cardboard folder to which a slip of 
paper was affixed with the address of the person to whom 
the books were sent on one side and the address of the library 
on the other When returning a book you only had to turn 
over the slip with the address on and post it 

Vladimir Ilyich was full of praise for Swiss culture and 
dreamed of how well libraries would be organised in Russia 
after the revolution 


Relatives Reminiscences of V I Lenin 
Moscow 1955 pp 198 207 (in Russian) 


N S Karzhansky 


LENIN AT THE FIFTH CONGRESS OF THE RSDLP 


We came to speak about the library of the British 
os and about library organisation in general Lenin 
sal 

* When I am in London, I always work here in the library 
It's a remarkable institution. one can learn a lot from them 
Especially this extraordinary reference section In the short 
est time you will be given information on any question, in 
which books you can find material on subjects you are inter 
ested ın How pleasant and convenient it is to work in the 
London library! Do you ever go to the Rumyantsev Library 
in Moscow?" 

"[ have been there " 

“There, you see, the readers sit at a common table it's 
both inconvenient and distracting Here every reader has 
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a separate place where he can lay out any way he likes all 
the books he has ordered his excerpts, notes, etc You order 
books, and they are brought to you almost 1mmediately 
Yes, the English bourgeoisie does not stint money on that 
And one shouldn't either! Whereas our Guchkovs allot only 
the most paltry sum for the purpose And then they boast 
*Culture! Culture! We lavished a thousand rubles on our 
national library °” 

"Here there are only books in English, and maybe in 
French and German too, but not in Russian, are there?" 
I asked 

“That’s just the point! There's a very rich Russian section 
here There are special people employed to keep a check on 
all newly published Russian literature and make a selection 
of ıt You only have to put in a request for a book and 
youll get ıt The economic section is particularly well 
stocked Remember that they're tradesmen they've got to 
trade with Russia, so they've got to know Russia — Yester 
day they issued me books in Russian you can't get either in 
St Petersburg or Moscow " 

“How can that be?" 

“The books were put out in Russia and then they were 
confiscated, so one can't find them in our libraries Not 
a single library will get them even on exchange But the Eng 
lish are not interested in the attitude of Stolypin’s tough 
boys from the press department to any books Let me tell 
you, for work on the sources in any language that I'll need 
in the immediate future you can't imagine a better place than 
the library of the British Museum You'll draw fewer blanks 
here than anywhere else ” 

“What about the Bibliotheque nationale in Paris. hasn't it 
got just as good a selection in Russian?" I asked 

“Not so good as this It’s a far cry to the library of the 
British Museum And the Berlin and Vienna libraries are still 
worse Yes, it would be grand to work here for a year or 


“It’s not all that impossible, is it?" 

“For the next few months, perhaps even years, it will be 
impossible, absolutely impossible!" said Vladimir Ilyich clos 
ing the conversation 


Reminiscences of Vladimir. Ilyich 
Lenn Part | M 1956 pp 362 63 
(in Russian) 
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V D Bonch Bruyevich 


THE RSDLP LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES 
IN GENEVA 


I decided to begin organising our Bolshevik Party 
Social Democratic Museum and Archives by collecting 
material on the same broad footing I assembled from my 
own library all that I could spare from it, moved all the 
books to a corner of a room in my apartment, made a pile 
of them and said to the comrades present 

“Here you are, let's start from this to build up our Central 
Library and Archives which, 1n my opinion, we must have at 
the Central Committee of our party " 

I immediately called a conference of Panteleymon Niko 
layevich Lepeshinsky Olin, V V Vorovsky, M S Ol 
minsky, V M Velichkina, M N . Lyadov, his wife Mandel 
shtamm Kranikhfeld, F F and A I Ilym, Kamensky and 
a few others of our closest comrades There, at our first 1m 
promptu meeting, it became clear that they all took the mat 
ter to heart, responded most eagerly and were ready to make 
any possible donations to our future library and archives 
With the consent of that first organising conference of ours 
I at once proposed to P N Lepeshinsky to go with me to 
Vladimir Ilyich to inform him of this our first initiative, and 
if he agreed, to make a start on the undertaking, to construct 
and shape out the form it would take ın the future, consider 
ing that the library and archives were being organised under 
the RSDLP CC 

Everyone of those who had been present at the meeting 
promised that by the next day, perhaps even by the evening 
of that same day, he would collect as many as he could at 
home of the books, legal and illegal, that were available and 
bring them at once to me at my apartment as a gift to our 
library I immediately prepared an inventory ledger, entered 
in it all the books brought by me and other comrades, and 
took the list to Vladimir Ilyich Our initiative. was welcomed 
with great pleasure and cordiality by Vladimir Ilyich He 
told us at once that he and Nadezhda Konstantinovna would 
also contribute from their own library as much as they could 
possibly spare, that the undertaking was very useful and 
should be developed and extended to the utmost 

Thus was laid the foundation of our Library and Archives 
of the Central Committee of our party 
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Vladimir Ilyich took a very serious interest in our library 
from the very first days and he would come to us often to 
work of an evening. Noticing his desire to work in our li- 
brary, and as usual, to work alone, we had a key made for 
him so that he could come and go as he pleased. Towards 
evening we always cleared a large table for him in the room 
where the archives were kept and put out on it ready for him 
all the books he had ordered from our library stock. More- 
over, we laid out on it all the publications, legal and illegal, 
which we had received and fresh thick journals and news- 
papers so that he could look through them all quickly. He 
was particularly interested in the old revolutionary literature 
which we received from all quarters for our archives. When 
we got any especially remarkable publications such as Tka- 
chov's Nabat, the Obshchina journal, the proclamations of 
Nechayev and other similar material, we were so keen on 
telling Vladimir Ilyich of our new acquisitions that we fre- 
quently came purposely in the evening to the library just to 
show him those rarities. Vladimir Ilyich read most carefully 
or looked through those old revolutionary publications. He 
drew our attention to Tkachov, saying that he was beyond 
doubt the writer whose views were closest to ours. He stud- 
ied closely Nabat and other publications of Tkachov's and 
was greatly desirous of collecting all that Tkachov had 
written in the legal press. We gave Kuklin the assignment to 
look through various journals of the seventies to find all the 
works of Tkachov which we knew of, collected those articles 
and presented them to Vladimir Ilyich. Not only did Vladi- 
mir Ilyich himself read Tkachov's works, he also recom- 
mended that we should make ourselves familiar with that 
original writer's valuable works. Time and again he said to 
comrades who had newly arrived and wished to study illegal 
literature: 

“Begin by familiarising yourselves with Nabat, Obshchina 
and Kolokol. That will provide a good basis and will give 
you immense knowledge." : 

Whenever working people asked him for advice he would 
recommend that they should read Funeral Oration for Alex- 
ander II, which had been published by the early Narodnaya 
Volya and then put out again by the Narodniye Listki pub- 
lishers, to whose publications V. M. Velichkina and I had 
contributed. On our recommendation and insistence that 
favourite pamphlet of Vladimir Ilyich’s among the old revo- 
lutionary literature was republished by Dmitry Alexandro- 


167 


vich Khilkov, who was publishing the Narodniye Listki at his 
own expense and distributing them absolutely free of charge. 
Besides these, Vladimir Ilyich always recommended reading 
the pamphlet on events in Yakutsk-the Yakutsk Slaughter 
and after that often positively demanded that one should 
make a detailed study of the conspiratorial activities of the 
early Narodnaya Volya, especially all information on the 
work of Adrian Mikhailov, that great conspirator who intro- 
duced strict discipline into the Narodnaya Volya organisa- 
tions and fulfilled implacably and unflinchingly the strictest 
demands of conspiracy in respect of all members of his 
organisation, whether rank and file or members of the Cen- 
tral Executive Committee of Narodnaya Volya. 

"We must learn this work from them," Vladimir Ilyich 
would say, "and you can be sure that the time will come 
when it will be our bounden duty to use in our underground 
and conspiratorial work all of those skills of utmost conspir- 
acy. Our professional revolutionaries should know that if the 
times have changed, they have changed for the worse for our 
cause, the skills of the Secret Police Department, the Gen- 
darme Directorate, and the Police Department are now 
greater and better than those of the Third Department and 
the gendarmes in the period of the Narodnaya Volya strug- 
gle. and therefore we must take all steps to intensify the con- 
spiratorial work of the early Narodnaya Volya, taking over 
from them all the remarkable achievements which they un- 
doubtedly scored in that field. 

Such was Vladimir Ilyich's ability to link the present with 
the past, taking from the past all that was militant, needed 
and indispensable for the revolutionary proletarian class 
struggle of today. 

In general Vladimir Ilyich paid serious attention to the 
way in which every revolutionary behaved in his private life, 
in every-day surroundings and in times of revolutionary 
work, and from all this observation he obviously drew con- 
clusions for himself as to the suitability of the various com- 
rades for work in illegal underground as well as embattled 
conditions. And I think that these conclusions and this 
observation of the revolutionary Social-Democratic circles 
over many decades helped him to get a correct understand- 
ing of people when our theory had to be applied in practice, 
when the proletariat took everything into its own hands and 
our party had to be in the vanguard of the proletarian strug- 
gle and head the management of the state machine which 
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showed itself then for the first time on a firm foundation in 
all the mighty stature of proletarian dictatorship 

It should be noted here that as long ago as the time in 
Petrograd just after the October Revolution and later in 
Moscow, Vladimir Ilyich Lenin told me that it was abso 
lutely necessary for our scientific organisations to begin 
republishing the illegal literature of former times, clarifying 
all names and events and supplying all possible commen 
taries in order to infuse into our general literature a detailed 
knowledge of all that had been done by preceding gene 
rations abroad in the free, free thinking Russian press in 
Western Europe and in the underground ın the secret print 
ing shops of Russia 

Whenever I asked Vladimir IHyich which of the old litera 
ture should be republished in the first place, apart from our 
Bolshevik and other Social Democratic writings, he always 
replied that we should first republish our literature /skra, 
Plekhanov s Sotsial Demokrat, all publications of the Eman 
cipation of Labour group, Vperyod Proletary, Sotsial Dem 
okrat of the second emigration period, Zvezda, Pravda, and 
also the journals and newspapers of the Otzovists and Men 
sheviks, with. substantial forewords, implacable, revelatory 
leading articles and commentaries, and the whole series of 
other books, pamphlets and  proclamations of the 
Social Democratic trend published at various times abroad 
and underground After that we should immediately publish 
other works Herzen, Nabat, Obshchina, everything published 
by Tkachov and Nechayev abroad and in Russia, the 
pamphlets issued by those organisations and persons, finally 
Lavrov’s Vperyod, and all publications of the early Narod 
naya Volya and many separate publications of different par 
ties and groups * For this, he said, a plan should be drawn 
up, all the literature and already published bibliographical 
information studied, or if none existed they should be com 
piled and published We must begin to republish systemati 
cally all this free thinking hterature 

“Naturally,” he particularly stressed, “we must write fore 
words, notes and commentaries to them, and explain every 
thing, arrange all these scattered groups according to a sys 
tem, show their place in the general course of revolutionary 


* He also valued highly some works by Bakunin and Kropotkin and he 
used to repeat All this must be republished with appropriate forewords 
explanatory articles and notes 
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struggle and learn from this historical analysis how the 
socialist thinking and struggle of Russian society - the Rus- 
sian revolution-grew and matured up to our time...” 

When we managed to get a full set of Polyarnaya Zvezda, 
Vladimir Ilyich not only read it attentively, he even took it 
home and, as I presume, made excerpts from it. After 
Polyarnaya Zvezda he wanted to read the whole of Herzen; 
I procured the Kolokol journal for him from Kuklin, and he 
read it with the closest attention. Besides, I had an occasion 
to communicate with George, the Geneva publisher, who 
had a very big section of Russian publications in his book- 
shop, and I requested him to make up a complete set of 
Herzen's works, for they had all been sold out by then. We 
made exchanges with this Geneva publisher and got for our 
library and archives, besides the ten volumes of Herzen, 
a number of other publications - books and pamphlets - giv- 
ing him in return all of our contemporary writings that he 
wished... f 

For a long time Vladimir Ilyich was reading these works 
of Herzen's down to the smallest details, taking home 
volume after volume and frequently voicing his enthusiasm 
over Herzen’s characterisation of individuals and groups of 
people and his remarkable mastery of the language. 

"What an original way he has of constructing his sen- 
tences,” said Vladimir Ilyich. “When you read carefully, it 
may be even incorrect and yet it is said in such a way that 
no better one could be found. How rich and really powerful 
the Russian language is! Our writers should read such works 
over and over again. For our language has begun to decline. 
The way they write often just makes you sick!” 

When Vladimir Ilyich expressed a desire to study Ameri- 
can socialist writings and statistics, I immediately entered 
into correspondence with Gurevich,* who lived in New York 
at the time. He was known as the author of the book The 
Russian Village, which was published by Olga Nikolayevna 
Popova's publishing house in St. Petersburg. He held an 
official appointment in a New York central statistics insti- 
tute. I explained to him the nature of our library and asked 
him to send us and go on sending us in future ali the statisti- 
cal publications concerning a whole series of questions in 


* [saac. A. Hourwich.- Ed. 
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which Vladimir Ilyich was interested, saying that it was for 
him that the collections were required. Some time later we 
received from this highly sympathetic man a letter telling of 
his entire readiness to help in our cultural undertaking and 
informing us that he would also take care of the statistical 
publications. To our great amazement hardly a fortnight 
elapsed before we began to receive a huge number of books 
and postal packages of official statistical publications of all 
kinds in English. They included beautifully bound thick 
volumes, all sorts of year books, bulletins and books on dif- 
ferent branches of statistical research as well as pamphlets 
and newspapers. In a word, we were showered with these 
splendid publications from there across the ocean as from 
a horn of plenty. We unpacked all this with great joy on 
Vladimir Ilyich's table and he was exceedingly pleased with 
this material, studied it in great detail, and would always say 
as he found more and more new books: 

"See how wonderful these Americans are! We wrote ask- 
ing for what we wanted and saying how much we needed the 
books, and see, they are sending us heaps of them. All we 
have to do is learn, learn, learn! That's what it means to 
have well organised scientific research and distribution of 
scientific publications." 

In our desire to see as many people as possible partake of 
this learning, we arranged a special bookcase of American 
statistical publications, which naturally was used most of all 
by Vladimir Ilyich. At the time he was engaged in a study of 
the American economy... 


Krasnaya letopis, 
1932, No. 3, pp. 112-16 


V. A. Karpinsky 


REMINISCENCES 


Vladimir Ilyich naturally did not think it reprehensible or 
below his dignity to be one of the most punctilious readers 
of the G. A. Kuklin Library. He entirely approved and 
appreciated the "strict" regulations which we had introduced 
and which ensured a correct book circulation and the preser- 
vation of rare copies and archive material. Vladimir Ilyich 
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never held on to a book and always paid the prescribed 
reader's fees. Although the party library was maintained 
exclusively on reader's subscriptions, an exception could cer- 
tainly have been made for the editor of the party's Central 
Organ. But Vladimir Ilyich considered this a personal “‘privi- 
lege". His was the only and absolutely exceptional case in 
my experience as a librarian when I had to convince a reader 
not that he must pay the fee, but, on the contrary, that he 
did not need to... And there was no convincing Vladimir 
Ilyich of this. He had money, he would say, so he had to 
pay, and that was all there was to it! The only thing that 
Vladimir Ilyich finally agreed to, or rather actually recon- 
ciled himself to, was that the library put no limit to the 
number of books he could take out and the period of loan. 


Zapiski Instituta Lenina, 
M., 1927, Vol. ll, p. 97 (in Russian) 


V. D. Bonch-Bruyevich 


LENIN AND THE LIBRARY 
OF THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES * 


In 1905, on my return to Russia from abroad, I began to 
get acquainted with the St. Petersburg book depositories, 
paying especial attention to whether they had illegal publica- 
tions sections. In the manuscript department of the library of 
the Academy of Sciences I met not only with a considerate 
attitude, but even with positive sympathy for the organisa- 
tion of an illegal publications section on the part of Acade- 
mician A. A. Shakhmatov, the director of that department. 
Exactly the same attitude to the matter was adopted by the 
curator of manuscripts and other valuable material of the 
manuscript department of the Academy of Sciences, 
V. I. Sreznevsky. 

Extreme caution was of course observed in the use of this 
section, as the ubiquitous secret police kept a vigilant watch 
so that the Russian public would not poison their minds by 
reading the prohibited free writings from abroad. Books 
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from the section were issued only with the greatest circum- 
spection to a strictly limited circle. They were never given 
out at all to occasional visitors to work on, and the cata- 
logue of such books was never made available to anybody... 

In 1907, Vladimir Ilyich, who by that time was living at 
Kuokkala, learnt from me that the Academy of Sciences had 
succeeded in organising a section of illegal literature then 
published in Russia. He proved highly sympathetic towards 
this undertaking and called Nadezhda Konstantinovna at 
once and asked her not to fail, whenever she contacted 
organisations, to give instructions that all illegal literature, 
wherever it was published, should be sent in two copies by 
registered parcel post to the manuscript department of the 
library of the Academy of Sciences. He himself collected all 
he could lay his hands on and passed it on to me as his con- 
tribution to the section. 

"So you continue here in St. Petersburg," he said, "the 
library and archives organisation that we had arranged in 
Geneva. That is splendid! The time will come when it will be 
necessary to give this the broadest possible development. We 
shall have to organise big library and museum archives in 
which there will be a collection of all illegal literature, 
whether published underground or abroad, and also of 
everything else concerning our belles lettres, criticism, jour- 
nalism, history, history of the revolutionary movement, in 
particular and especially the history of our party. This is 
absolutely necessary for us." , 

So the work went on with a swing. Some time later Vladi- 
mir Ilyich had to go abroad a second time in emigration. 
And the most wonderful thing of all was that even then he 
did not forget his promise to help the illegal section of the 
Academy of Sciences Library’s manuscript department. Par- 
cels and registered letters containing Russian publications of 
all descriptions began to arrive at the Academy of Sciences, 
first from Finland, then from Switzerland and later from 
other places in Europe. They were sent to us for our section 
either by Vladimir Ilyich himself or by the numerous com- 
rades whom he informed in all the West European countries 
and organisations of our party. Once there arrived from 
Capri bulky parcels in which Maxim Gorky sent us illegal 
publications that had accumulated in his possession, and 
Ivan Pavlovich Ladyzhnikov began sending from Berlin what 
he published, so that the illegal publications section of the 
Academy of Sciences Library's manuscript department kept 
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on growing and expanding and was seen of considerable 
hterary and historical value 

It is worthy of note that 1n the preceding period, from the 
forties onward, publications of this sort had also been accu 
mulating, and that earher librarians, concealing these publi 
cations from the watchful eye of the political police. had 
bound them into thick volumes bearing on the spine the in 
scription "Razn", which meant “Miscellaneous”, and 
covered all kinds of publications of Herzen, Dolgorukov, 
Golovin, Nechayev, the Zemlya 1 Volya, Tkachov, Lavrov, 
the Vperyod group, the Narodnaya Volya, Elpidin, Kaspro- 
vich, the London literary stock and many others 

When Vladimir Ilyich returned from emigration after the 
February Revolution and questioned me about all the van 
ous aspects of literary activity ın St Petersburg, he remem 
bered the illegal section of the Academy of Sciences Lib- 
rary’s manuscript department He began to question me very 
closely about it and was also eager to know whether and in 
what condition the parcels from abroad had reached the 
Academy whether they had been opened or sealed, like all 
letters 1 gave him a detailed account of everything, and he 
was so enormously interested in it all that one day he went 
to the Academy of Sciences Library’s manuscript depart 
ment, where he made the acquaintance of Vsevolod Izmailo- 
vich Sreznevsky, the curator of that department Vladimir 
Ilyich spent over two hours there and displayed a great inter 
est in the section itself, over the whole of which he was 
shown, and was keenly interested also in the manuscript 
department in general His attention was especially attracted 
by the illustrations in the unique books, in particular by the 
splendid execution of the miniatures, the illuminated initial 
letters and the illustrations in finest water colour He also 
looked over the newspaper and journal section, by which he 
was literally captivated Embracing in a quick glance the 
endless rows of shelves, he kept on repeating “What im 
mense riches, and how necessary it all i5!" Thanking Vsevo- 
lod Izmailovich for showing him everything, Vladimir. Ilyich 
apologised for taking up he tume and immediately asked 
whether he would be allowed to come and work in that 
department 

Vladimir. Ilyich’s attention was aroused especially by the 
separate room in which we had begun to collect all sorts of 
documents during the February Revolution from the police 
Stations, the Gendarmerie Directorate, the Secret Police 
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Department and the Police Department The fact of the mat 
ter was that the officials in all these institutions, realising 
that the revolution was continually gathering impetus, had 
begun to destroy their archives, themselves inciting the 
crowd to smash up all those institutions. The crowd began to 
an out into the street documents and material of all kinds, 
books and notes, and pile them up to set fire to them I was 
working at the time in the /zvestia Soveta Rabochikh Deputa 
tov and was in Ligovka street, in the premises of the Kopeika 
newspaper, in which the editorial office of Izvestia was 
accommodated The late P E Shchegolev rang me up to 
say that the crowd was sacking and destroying the 
police archives He asked me what should be done to 
save them 

I told him that I would immediately send out a detach 
ment of the Preobrazhensky regiment and asked him to 
organise a group at once to explain to the crowd the signifi 
cance of those archives for the revolution, and to extinguish 
the fire and save the documents All these, I recommended, 
should be loaded into cabs or passing motor cars and 1mme 
diately taken to the manuscript department of the Academy 
of Sciences Library At the same time I got in touch with 
V ] Sreznevsky by phone, asking him to set aside a room 
in the manuscript department which could be reliably closed 
and informing io that I had sent him many documents, 
which would presently begin to arrive at his place Vsevolod 
Izmailovich highly approved of this and at once organised 
a group of his staff who were prepared to receive all that 
would be brought And indeed, a short time later Shchegolev 
phoned me to say that some men of the Preobrazhensky 
regiment and workers’ commissars whom I had sent had 
quickly turned up at the Police Department, immediately 
cordoned off the material that had been taken out into the 
street and stopping on the spot several motor cars, had 
loaded the material into them and the lot had been sent un 
der armed guard to the Academy of Sciences Shchegolev 
and those who were with him, and also the workers’ com 
missars whom I had sent with the men of Preobrazhensky 
regiment, explained in detail to the crowds the significance of 
the material and said that they must be carefully safeguarded 
for history and that through them we should get to know 
a lot about the misdeeds of the political police and find out 
who were their agents and spies The crowd at once under 
stood all this and started to help load the motor cars The 
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same thing was done at other institutions of the political or 
ordinary police. 

In this way an enormous quantity of documents and 
material of all descriptions was brought to the manuscript 
department of the Academy of Sciences, some of them with 
charred edges, some wet and some smelling of petrol. 
V. I. Sreznevsky quickly made out the usual inventory of all 
this material, and he and his staff carefully carried it to 
a special room where it remained for a long time in safe- 
keeping, as it was of the greatest historical value... 


Novy Mir, 1945, No. 8, 
pp. 98-102 


A. V. Lunacharsky 


BOOKS TO ALL PARTS OF RUSSIA 


(From a speech made at a jubilee sitting to mark the 5th 
anniversary 
of the foundation of the State Publishing House) 


...Wladimir Ilyich Lenin paid especial attention to every- 
thing concerning books. From the very first day of the revo- 
lution he showed concern for libraries and publications. In 
the night following the capture of the Winter Palace, at 4 or 
5 o’clock, he took me aside after my appointment as Com- 
missar for Education and said: "Try to devote attention in 
the first place to libraries. We must take over from the 
advanced bourgeois countries all the forms of wide propaga- 
tion of library books that have been evolved there. We must 
bring books within the reach of the masses as soon as pos- 
sible." And then, as if on second thought, he added: "We 
must endeavour to send books in as large a quantity as pos- 
sible and to all parts of Russia." So it was not of the liqui- 
dation of illiteracy as such, but of another, no less pressing 
question of public education that Vladimir Ilyich spoke to 
me on the first day when, in his capacity of leader of the 
government, he addressed himself to me, his assistant for 
public education, he spoke to me precisely about libraries 
and publishing houses... 


Kniga o Knigakh, 1924, 
No. 5-6, pp. 75-76 (in Russian) 
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A V Lunacharsky 


REMINISCENCES OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION 


It is always frightening to recall something from conversa 
tions with Vladimir Ilyich not for oneself personally, but for 
publication. After all, one has not such a sharp memory that 
every word, to which, perhaps, one did not attach such great 
significance at the time, became imprinted on the brain, like 
an inscription engraved on stone, for decades, and yet it is 
indeed terrifying to quote it as having been uttered by 
a great mind while conceding the possibility of its being at 
all distorted 

Nevertheless I should like, on the eleventh anniversary of 
October, rummaging among reminiscences which revolve 
round that brilliant point in the life of every Bolshevik revo 
lutionary, to seek out and convey as exactly as possible what 
I had the occasion to hear in those titanic days from the 
great leader 

It was on the day when the first Council of People’s Com 
missars was formed I was told that the Central Committee 
of the Party, when selecting the members of the government, 
had decided to entrust me with the People’s Commissariat 
for Education The news was perturbing, I should say even 
terrifying, because of the enormous responsibility that 
I would have to shoulder 

Some considerable time later, quite by accident (at the 
time we were all up to our ears in work) I happened to meet 
Vladimir Ilyich Lenin himself in a corridor of the Smolny 
He beckoned to me with a most serious expression on his 
face and said 

“I have a few words to say to you, Anatoly Vasiliyevich 
Of course I have no time now to give you all sorts of in 
structions concerning your new obligations, nor can I say 
that I have any thoroughly considered system of ideas as to 
the first steps of the revolution 1n the field of education It’s 
clear that there are a lot of things that will have to be com 
pletely overturned, reshaped, launched along new lines 
I think you must certainly have a talk with Nadezhda Kon 
Stantinovna She will help you She has given these questions 
a lot of thought, and I believe she has mapped out the cor 
rect line As far as higher schools are concerned, Mikhail 
Nikolayevich Pokrovsky will surely be of great help to you 
But in my opinion we must be very cautious with any 
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reforms It’s an extremely complicated matter One thing 1s: 
clear the utmost efforts must be made to open higher educa 

tional establishments to the broad masses, and in the first 
place to the young proletarians 

“I attach great significance to libraries In that field you 
will have to do the work yourself Call in library experts 
A great deal of good ıs being done in that respect ın Ame 
rica Books are an enormous force Their attraction will in 
crease very much as a result of the revolution The readers 
must be provided with big reading rooms and with great 
mobility of books the books must go to the reader of them 
selves For this use will have to be made of the post and all 
kinds and forms of travelling libraries arranged. Most proba 
bly we are not going to have enough books for all the enor 
mous mass of our people, among whom literacy will be grow 
ing and if we do not give books wings, do not increase their 
circulation over and over again, we shall have book starvation 

“I hope I shall have time in the very near future to talk to 
you again about this and to ask you what plans of work are 
opening out before you and whose services you can enlist 
You yourself are well aware what a time this is. Even for the 
most important things one can only find ten minutes or so, 
and only with difficulty at that I wish you success The first 
victory has been won, but if we do not win a lot more after 
it things will be ın a bad way Of course the struggle ıs not 
over, it’s only just beginning " 

Vladimir Ilyich shook my hand warmly and went with 
firm, quick steps to one of the then so numerous offices 
buzzing with the emerging new ideas and new will of the just 
born proletarian state 


* * * 


I have reproduced my first conversation with Vladimir 
Ilyich on public education in the form of direct speech 
straight from his hips I repeat that this does not mean that it 
was imprinted in my memory and that I have given the very 
words of Vladimir Ilyich No, I have not, and to my great 
regret But I have attempted to reproduce those words as 
exactly as my memory permits 


Reminiscences of | Vladimir Ilyich 
Lenin, Vol 3, M 1969 pp 118 19 
(in Russian) 
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M N Pokrovsky 


OPENING SPEECH 
AT THE FIRST LIBRARY CONGRESS 
OF THE RSFSR 


JULY 1 1924* 
Comrades, 

Since January 21 this year we open all our congresses by 
remembering Vladimir Ilyich Never has this remembrance 
been so much to the point as precisely at the First Library 
Congress, for there was never anything in the field of educa 
tion to which Vladimir Ilyich did not draw attention persis 
tently and, we may say, from the very first days 

Precisely his concern for library organisation, for spread 
ing books (I shall say presently how he conceived it), for 
bringing books closer to the masses is what in the first place 
engraved itself in my memory, and I shall never be able to 
forget that It was not Just a coincidence, but was due to the 
very nature of our revolution, and in this as in everything 
else Vladimir Ilyich was its most typical and most brilliant 
mouthpiece 

Our revolution has one VERSER. touching feature by 
which ıt will be distinguishable in the future, and that is con 
cern to preserve in the hands of the new masters, the hands 
of the proletariat, all the cultural values accumulated by the 
old society, accumulated by the labour of that same proletar 
iat Inasmuch as the old masters only gave orders and it was 
the workers all the same who created, concern for preserving 
the cultural values which we inherited from prerevolutionary 
society 1s most typically expressed precisely by the October 
Revolution It 1s true that the Great French Revolution also 
created the Bibliotheque nationale in Paris, but this feature 
does not stand out so vividly in ıt There were other motifs 
in the foreground In our revolution the new master showed 
extreme care for all the old cultural values, and in the first 
place for books, created, in the final account, by the labour 
of those same working men, who did the setting, the print 
ing, made the paper and so on, and by the labour of the 
authors, who lived on the surplus product (because if the 
authors had received no bread they would not have been 
able to work either) The proletariat had every reason to 
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take care of this property, and they did so, because they un 
derstood the close connection between all the material struc 
ture of life and culture And again, nobody stressed as did 
Vladimir Ilyich this close connection of communism with all 
the good, positive culture of the past With him communism 
was the crowning of the vast edifice in which all were work 
ing, even if they were not aware of this in it were working 
millions of people, both ordinary working people and people 
whom the bourgeoisie were used to considering as leaders 
Take the famous physiologist Ivan Petrovich Pavlov He 
cannot, of course, be called a communist, but there is no 
doubt that his theory of conditioned reflexes will be included 
in the scientific substantiation of materialism Nor 1s there 
any doubt that it would have been included already if ıt had 
existed in the time of Engels No matter under what induce 
ments the old authors wrote their books, those books will go 
into the treasury of the working class And Vladimir Ilyich, 
from the very first steps 1n our educational work, set us the 
task of utilising the immense wealth of books that the revo- 
lution gave us You probably know, and academic librarians 
cannot fail to know that the Rumyantsev Museum, now the 
Lenin Library, has increased its stock by 60 per cent and the 
library of the History Museum has doubled ita The Lenin 
grad Public Library has been turned into one vast institution 
embracing the whole of Leningrad and including an enor 
mous number of libraries Thus the revolution increases tre 
mendously the wealth of books within the reach of the 
masses But that ıs not enough, said Vladimir Ilyich, it 1s not 
enough that the workers, after their victory, saved books 
from destruction and collected them in their depositories 
The whole point 1s that these books should get mto the 
hands of the workers And Vladimir Ilyich set the task of 
arranging things so that any of the most learned books ın 
the library could get into the hands of a working man any 
where ın the Urals, in Ivanovo Voznesensk, and elsewhere 
The task was too grand for the technical conditions. of the 
tme Transport was disrupted, so were postal communica 
tions, and the colossal system that Vladimir Ilyich was think 
ing of was then unfeasible And then, only a few months 
after he had set the task, came the Civil War, and we had to 
despatch all over Russia not books, but Red Army men, 
shells and machine guns This idea 1s, however, beyond 
doubt one of the brightest that was suggested by the revolu 
tion It is a curious thing that this old proletarian idea was 
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proposed in the seventies by Stepan Khalturin, who was the 
first to organise a system of mobile libraries in St. Peters- 
burg of that time- of illegal libraries, of course. There were 
not enough publications for all the workers' circles and so 
the illegal library sent books from the centre out over the 
whole of Russia to regional circles. The books reached the 
workers, then returned to the centre and were sent out into 
the regions again. As soon as the proletariat began to think 
politically, the first thing they did was to start reading and 
organise libraries. This fact is highly characteristic and dis- 
tinctive of our revolution, and not only of the October Revo- 
lution, but of the entire working-class movement. And that 
idea of a book, not as something dead, lying on a shelf, but 
something alive, which moves about over the whole country, 
which gets into the hands of the popular masses, that is what 
makes the sharp distinction between library organisation 
now and of old. 

By their composition the old libraries are adapted for the 
individual reader. They are not for the masses. Not without 
reason do we have the typical words duplicate, triplicate, 
etc., which librarians are in a hurry to get rid of. Just try to 
carry on a library today without quadruplicates and quintup- 
licates. We need 20-30 textbooks on every subject. 

This change in the character of libraries, this transforma- 
tion from dead depositories, kinds of archives of printed 
matter into a cultural, live mobile force which impregnates 
the masses, changes also the significance of the librarian. The 
librarian-custodian, the librarian-bookworm, who conserves 
these books, giving out this one or that one only at the 
request of those who need them -that librarian is doomed to 
die out, just as the whole of the old system is doomed. 

Now we have a new type of librarian. He is a real educa- 
tional worker. I should say he is the prime educational 
worker, he is the necessary link connecting the masses with 
science and culture. Since we cannot say what technology 
will give us in 200-300 years, but the masses must be drawn 
into cultural work only through the intermediary of books, 
the librarian is accordingly the necessary link and the basic 
educational worker, who must be promoted to the first 
place, the place of honour. This is the standpoint from which 
we must consider the librarian of our day. The present con- 
gress of librarians, the first since the revolution, must reveal 
this new type of librarian. It is to be hoped that it will be 
revealed at this congress clearly and vividly. Even our acade- 
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mic librarians were the first to sense what our revolution 1s 
moving and tending towards, and are meeting us halfway 
I remember the first conference of academic librarians in the 
RSFSR and am proud to say that the librarians were the 
first to feel the backwardness of the old system and met us 
halfway They felt how strongly the revolution is attracted 
towards books, they felt that it was necessary to adopt 
a new standpoint, seen from which librarians are not only 
custodians of books, but are the first educational workers, 
meeps as the link connecting the proletariat with the 
ok 


First Library Congress 
of the RSF SR Material of the Plenary 
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V D Bonch-Bruyevich 


ON THE HISTORY OF THE ORGANISATION 
OF THE RUSSIAN CENTRAL BOOK CHAMBER 
IN MOSCOW 


I 


Often enough one hears the question asked Is it true that 
Vladimir Ilyich, busy as he was in the days of the October 
Revolution, found time to take an interest in all sorts of 
things concerning our culture, did he go into these questions, 
discuss decrees concerning them, give various instructions, 
take an interest in their results? And to all these questions 
we must not only answer in the affirmative, we must state 
that at all stages of his work Lenin attributed enormous sig 
nificance to questions of culture, always took an interest in 
them, studied them, gave an impulse to their implemen 
tation This applies both to libraries and book stocks, and to 
publishing houses, newspapers, the press, museums, book 
chambers, etc 

While in emigration for the first time, Vladimir Ilyich not 
only studied in libraries, he always examined their structure, 
organisation, system of catalogues and library records Arriv 
ing in Krasnoyarsk while he was still in exile, he immediately 
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secured the possibility to work in the immense library of 
Yudin, a patron of literature and the arts, acquainting him- 
self in the first place with the arrangement of the library 
itself, found that it was good, very well selected and adequate- 
ly catalogued. Abroad, working in the libraries of Munich, 
London, Paris and Geneva, he always and everywhere 
showed a profound interest in the arrangement of the 
libraries, all the established procedures, the records, the sys- 
tem of giving out, checking and keeping the books, the 
arrangement of the depositories, the form of the cards, cata- 
logue records and so on and so forth. He would be delighted 
when one of the libraries sent him, through the international 
loan, locally published books from the Washington Library 
in the U.S.A. And he would be extremely indignant when, at 
the time of the Provisional Government, a Petrograd library 
refused to get him a book from Kharkov through the inter- 
library loan system. 

When the emigrant centre moved to Geneva in 1903 and 
the Iskra newspaper and others of our party publications 
began to be printed there, a group of emigrants, of the /skra 
Social-Democrats, conceived the idea to set up a "Library 
and Archives", in which they decided to concentrate the 
publications of the free-thinking and underground press of 
the 19th century. We meant to organise also a good library 
of legal books and to collect in it manuscripts of our authors 
and also of others, legal and illegal, portraits, engravings, 
etc.- considering it necessary to preserve all these to write the 
history of the revolution in Russia. On Vladimir Ilyich's pro- 
posal, we adopted the following resolution written by him: 
b “From the Central Committee of the Rus. Soc.-Dem. Lab. 

arty. 

We whole-heartedly welcome the excellent idea of the 
*Group of Founders' to set up a library and archives of the 
Central Committee of the Russian Social-Democratic Labour 
Party; and earnestly request all comrades and all those sym- 
pathising with this long overdue measure to give every pos- 
sible assistance to our comrades who have undertaken the 
effort in organising this complex and important business. 


Central Committee of the R.S.D.L.P. 
"January 29, 1904." 


When the final split occurred in our party and we, the 
group of founders, considering the Geneva library and 
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archives inalienably and inseparably connected with our ini- 
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tiative, our work and our Bolshevik part of the S D Labour 
Party of the time, also firmly insisted, despite the fierce and 
vile polemic of the Mensheviks, that this creation of ours 
should be handed over to the “Majority Committees’ Bur 
eau", Vladimir Ilyich not only perfectly agreed with this, but 
even himself wrote the following resolution, the original of 
which is at present preserved in the Lenin Institute In that 
resolution he wrote 

‘The group which initiated. the establishment of the 
RSDLP library at Geneva has unanimously decided to 
hand it over to the Majority Committees’ Bureau for the 
general management of the library pending a decision by the 
Third Party Congress " 

We thus see that already in 1903 04 thirty five years ago 
that collective initiative to organise records, collection and 
preservation of printed and manuscript material document 
ing the history of our party and of the revolutionary move 
ment in Russia was twice approved, both personally by Vla 
dimir Ilyich Lenin and by the highest directive body of the 
party 


Since then there have been three revolutions 

The third night after the Great October Socialist Revolu 
tion I witnessed a most significant conversation which took 
place between Vladimir Ilyich and several comrades ın the 
room in the Smolny where the office of the Chairman of the 
Council of People's Commissars was soon to be organised 
Vladimir Ilyich drew up a list of the comrades to whom he 
wished to offer appointments as People's Commissars in the 
various commissariats The subject of the Commissariat for 
Education was raised Nadezhda Konstantinovna Krupskaya 
proposed A V Lunacharsky 
E ne od replied Vladimir Ilyich, and wrote him down in 

e list 

"But under which commissariat," he suddenly asked, “will 
publication of books, especially the classics, be concentrated? 
Under the People's Commissariat for Education, of course," 
he himself answered 

"How are we to publish the classics, Vladimir Ilyich,” 
I said to him, “when the tsarist censors have so distorte 
what our classics wrote that often enough all that 1s left of 
their works is the distorted skeleton Why, in Tolstoy s 
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Resurrection alone more than five hundred passages have 
been cut out by the censors " 

"Well," replied Vladimir Ilyich, “we'll have to collect all 
the original manuscripts and put out complete academic edi 
tions of our classics, and then we shall publish separate 
works for the masses with the necessary forewords and com 
mentaries And until we can do that we shall publish them as 
they are now " 

This fleeting conversation, which took place at about one 
o'clock at night, was resumed by Vladimir Ilyich that same 
night on the way home from the Smolny 

“As soon as it is possible," he said, “we must collect all 
the manuscripts of the classics and other writers, put them in 
perfect order and publish them ın the same way as all the 
other material for the study of our extensive literature of the 
nineteenth century our critique, journalistic works and his 
tory For they reflected much of the revolutionary and social 
struggle of the time, and all that was silenced by the 
censors ” 

He went on developing his thought in great detail about 
how museums and archives should be organised, how 
libraries, archives, manuscripts and autographs now in pri 
vate hands, should be collected everywhere, and not only on 
literature, but also on critique, journalism, history and the 
arts, and how enormously valuable that was for all our 
future cultural work, which, as he said, we should develop 
on a broader scale than anywhere ın the world and at any 
time 

“We must prove to the whole world what true cultural 
work means in a country in which power has gone over to 
the working class, in which the dictatorship of the proletariat 
has been established in earnest and for a long time " 

Vladimir Ilyich repeatedly returned to this idea Later, in 
Moscow, he learned by chance that Red Guards happening 
to be in one of the buildings where manuscripts and writers’ 
correspondence were kept were destroying them, thinking 
they were of no importance whatever Vladimir Ilyich rang 
me at home after midnight and asked me whether I could 
write at once, by the morning, a pamphlet on the importance 
of archives and archive values, in a popular way so that it 
could be sent out to everywhere the very next day through 
the Russian Telegraph Agency and the newspapers, in order 
that the broad masses should know that not only should 
archive material not be destroyed, but that on the contrary it 
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should be carefully collected I answered Vladimir Ilyich that 
I would try to do so and asked him to permit me to show 
him the next morning what I would have written I at once 
set to work and wrote a pamphlet entitled Preserve 
Archives. Vladimir Ilyich made a few corrections to it and at 
once gave orders that it should be printed by the Russian 
Telegraph Agency and through it in the provincial news 
papers and the Izvestia Later 50,000 copies of this pamphlet 
were printed and distributed widely to Red Army units and 
all manner of other organisations. Afterwards 1t was repeat 
edly republished and there 1s no doubt that it proved useful, 
for we began to receive information from places where 
archive material and various papers had been found Vladi 
mir Ilyich requested that one of the comrades should tour 
Russia and collect all these archives and material The choice 
fell on M S Vishnevsky He was invested with special 
powers and tirelessly toured the USSR, bringing to Mos- 
cow vast archives and whole libraries, which were then 
passed on to the Rumyantsev Museum, the present USSR 
State Library named after V I Lenin 

So we see that at a time when there did not seem to be 
a single minute to think of archive values, museums and 
libraries, Vladimir Ilyich, like the true master of our reborn 
socialist Homeland, found time not only to think of all that, 
but to take part constantly in organising collection of those 
values and saving them from destruction, to check all that 
we, his assistants, were doing in that field and to give the 
most valuable general directions concerning the matter 

As soon as decisive victories had been won on the fourteen 
fronts (of the civil war), the Soviet Government, having 
received directives from the higher party bodies, at once set 
about socialist construction such as had never been seen or 
heard of, embracing all aspects of our vast planned socialist 
economy The cultural requirements of our immense country 
increased daily and hourly, imperatively demanding both 
huge sums and staffs, the creation of new institutions and 
new gigantic buildings, new editions of books in colossal 
numbers never witnessed before, and new research in the 
fields of science, the arts, literature and history Everywhere 
m the USSR_ museums of regional study and other local 
museums began to be set up, and the capitals of the repub- 
lics organised archives, libraries, museums on a republican 
and all Union scale : 

Despite the civil war, uprisings and famine, in a very short 
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time we had to deal directly with problems connected with 
publishing, with collecting state stocks of all that had been 
published in the revolutionary years, for every printed paper 
was of great significance for future history. 

In Petrograd under the tsars, the registration of printed 
works, like censorship, had been concentrated in the Main 
Administration of the Press, which the Provisional Govern- 
ment intended to liquidate, for which purpose a special com- 
mission had been approved on March 21 (new style), 1917. 
Under this commission a subcommission was organised for 
registering printed works and publishing the Knizhnaya 
Letopis (Book Annals). This subcommission *'recognised the 
necessity to set up a special state bibliographical institution 
having broad scientific and practical tasks and called the 
Book Chamber".* 

The Book Chamber was headed by Professor S. A. Ven- 
gerov, a prominent personage in the field of bibliography, 
author of the Critical and Biographical Dictionary, a vast 
card-index and a number of projects for establishing a bib- 
liographical institute. 

Soon after the October Revolution, Professor Vengerov 
turned up at the Smolny, at the Managing Department of 
the C.P.C. The writer of these lines knew S. A. Vengerov, 
and when he heard that Vengerov was trying to get a decree 
published obliging all printshops to deliver to the Book 
Chamber copies of books and all other printed matter, he 
promised to help and got in touch with A. V. Lunacharsky, 
who published this compulsory instruction in the name of 
the People's Commissariat for Education on February 24, 
1918 in Izvestia VTsIK No. 33, 1918. 


IV 


In April 1918, the government moved to Moscow. It was 
followed by many central institutions, including the People's 
Commissariat for Education with all its branches. It was this 
move more than anything else which predetermined the 
future of the Book Chamber, which, according to the general 
plan of the move, was then also to have set out for Moscow. 


* A.G. Fomin, S. A. Vengerov as Organiser and First Director of the 
Russian Book Chamber (Now the Institute of Bibliography). (For the Fifth 
Anniversary of His Death), Leningrad, 1925, p. 11.- Ed. 


13* 187 


In the summer of 1918, Semyon Afanasyevich Vengerov 
arrived in Moscow to try to get funds for the Book 
Chamber. He was especially grieved at the time because it 
was intended to move the Book Chamber to Moscow. He 
refused to agree to this, saying that it was unnecessary and 
harmful. Being an old Petersburger, he could not leave the 
great city — "Peter's creation”, where his favourite poet Push- 
kin had lived. Semyon Afanasyevich Vengerov did resolutely 
everything in his power to prevent the move. He petitioned 
energetically for big separate premises for the Book 
Chamber, for a special decree to this effect to be issued, and 
in general did all he could to consolidate the position of the 
Book Chamber in Petrograd. 

The time came when the civil war became more acute. 

The Petrograd Book Chamber, cut off from the central 
administrative bodies, was unable to arrange the state regist- 
ration of printed matter. By 1920 the Knizhnaya Letopis 
began to appear very irregularly and with big omissions. In- 
stead of settling the basic organisational question - that of 
moving the Book Chamber to Moscow, Vengerov began to 
petition for a decree on the compulsory delivery of copies of 
printed matter to the Chamber. 

The situation of the Book Chamber was clearly revealed in 
the following letter written by Semyon Afanasyevich Ven- 
gerov, which we quote in fuli: 

"Dear Vladimir Dmitrievich, 

"It is rather unusual for me to write a private letter to you 
on official business and to address it to you ‘in person’. But 
I see no other way of helping the Russian Book Chamber in 
its veritable distress. For nine months now the fuss, or rather 
the prayers, of the Book Chamber have been continuing for 
the publication of a decree obliging printshops, publishing 
houses and press sections to deliver to the Chamber the pres- 
cribed number of books and issues of periodical publications 
for distribution to the state book depositories and regist- 
ration in the Knizhnaya Letopis. Besides correspondence con- 
cerning this matter, representatives of the Book Chamber 
have especially travelled to Moscow to have this decree 
issued. Both correspondence and personal talks have in 
theory led to satisfactory results: with full readiness first the 
Commissariat for Public Education, then you, Vladimir 
Dmitrievich, and later V. V. Vorovsky promised to have the 
decree published as soon as possible. But there is no prog- 
ress, and we have documentary data and reasons to fear that 
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a number of provincial press sections will cease as from 
January | to deliver us anything whatsoever. 

“Please hasten the publication of the decree. Remember 
that a book which does not get to the Book Chamber will 
not get either to the Public Library or to the Rumyantsev 
Museum, or to the Academy of Sciences, i.e., will be lost for 
history. The very memory of a book will disappear if it is 
not registered in the Knizhnaya Letopis, by which all histor- 
ians, bibliographers and researchers are guided. 


Yours respectfully, 
S. Vengerov 
"December 23, 1919." 


When the matter of the decree was raised in real earnest 
immediately the question emerged, where the Book Chamber 
was to be, in Moscow or in Petrograd. 

Vladimir Ilyich, who always took a special interest in 
questions connected with our culture, hearing about the diffi- 
cult situation in which the Book Chamber found itself, 
demanded that the question of organising bibliographical 
work as a whole be considered without delay. 

The departments interested came to the conclusion that 
the whole bibliographical organisation should be handed 
over to the People's Commissariat for Education and be di- 
rected by the People's Commissar in person, and that the 
organisation of state registration of printed works should be 
concentrated in Moscow. 

The text of a decree worked out by the Narrow Council of 
People's Commissars was submitted to Vladimir Ilyich and 
signed on June 30, 1920. Thus was issued a decision of the 
Council of People's Commissars which had decisive signifi- 
cance for the creation of the Russian Central Book Chamber 
in Moscow and played a historic role in the development of 
bibliography in our country. 


Sovetskaya bibliografiya, 
1940, No. 1 (18), pp. 146-52 
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V. A. Modestov 


A MEMORABLE CONVERSATION 


...In 1921 I was simultaneously chief of the library section 
of the Committee for Political Education, Moscow Guber- 
nia, and manager of the Central Workers' Reading Hall of 
the Moscow Gubernia trade union council at the House of 
Trade Unions. Such a combination allowed me at that time 
to carry out single management of the library system 
through the district library inspectors and through the 
method conferences. 

In Moscow and the gubernia there were no conflicts 
between the political education libraries and the trade union 
ones, there was rather a healthy emulation as to who would 
give the workers better service, who would organise more 
mobile libraries for the factories and works and train mobile 
librarians from among the workers. 

In the first days of February Vladimir Ilyich called me for 
a talk with him. 

I knew Vladimir Ilyich very well from his numerous 
speeches in the. Hall of Columns of the House of Trade 
Unions, which I never missed. But the nearer I got to the 
Kremlin, the more excited I became. It was a pleasurable 
excitement: I knew that I was going to see and speak to an 
extraordinary man, to speak to Lenin. 

And so I arrived at Vladimir Ilyich's office. Everybody 
knows it well, there is a model of it in the Lenin Museum. 
.. Vladimir Ilyich greeted me cordially, apologising for in- 
conveniencing me, and thus embarrassed me all the more. 
I lost my head and did not know what to reply. 

Lenin sat down at his desk and beckoned me to an arm- 
chair at his left. On the desk lay books and papers. At the 
right of Vladimir Ilyich was a big bookcase, and a map of 
Russia hung on the wall. l 

After questioning me about my past and present work, 
Vladimir Ilyich asked me to tell him how matters really 
stood as regards registering libraries and reading-huts and 
how work was going on there. 

My embarrassment and excitement had already disap- 
peared and I felt quite calm. 

_ I answered that the register was in a very poor condition, 
it was difficult to get figures from the localities (from the dis- 
tricts of the gubernia) and when we did they gave rise to 
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doubt I related a case in point a reading hut in Moscow 
gubernia had changed premises three times and as a result 
was registered as three different libraries. Often enough those 
in charge of political education in the districts did not know 
when a reading hut was opened or closed, because at the 
time they were often organised or closed down without any 
participation of the political education organisations 
I voiced the presumption that only three-quarters of the 
number of libraries were functioning, the rest existing onl 

on paper Vladimir Ilyich picked up a hand written paper o 

the desk and read a few figures concerning the number of 
libraries The figures contradicted one another Vladimir 
Ilyich had received them from two different sources 
He noted that he had discovered a mistake even in the 
information he had received about libraries ‘ They've 
added the libraries and uyezds!! (and made a mistake in 


addition) ” 
Later Lenin wrote in the article “The Work of the 
People’s Commissariat for Education” “Here are some 


of the data I have been able to obtain on the question 
from Comrade Malkin of the Central Periodicals Admin 
stration, and from Comrade Modestov of the Library 
Section of the Moscow Department of Education In 38 
gubernias, 305 uyezds, the number of libraries in central 
Soviet Russia (excluding Siberia and North Caucasus) 
was 33,940 

‘Comrade Modestov believes, on the basis of his exper 
rence, that about three-quarters of this number actually exist, 
while the rest are only listed as such For Moscow Gubernia 
the Central Periodicals Administration. gives the figure of 
1,223 libraries, while Comrade Modestov's figure is 1,018, of 
these 204 are in the city proper and 814 in the gubernia, not 
counting the trade union libraries (probably about 16) and 
the army libraries (about 125) 

“As far as can be judged from a comparison of the differ 
ent gubernias, these figures are not very reliable let us hope 
the actual figure does not turn out to be under 75 per 
cent! 

* These figures seem to show that the thirst for knowledge 
among the mass of workers and peasants 1s tremendous, and 
that the striving for education and the establishment. of 
libraries is mighty and ‘popular’ in the real sense of the 
word But we are still very short of ability in organising, 
regulating, shaping and properly satisfying this popular urge 
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Much remains to be done in creating a real integrated 
network of libraries." * 

Vladimir Ilyich asked about the composition of the library 
stocks and how they were being replenished at the time. 
I replied that the composition of the book stocks of libraries 
in Moscow and uyezd towns was more or less satisfactory, as 
their basic stocks had been made up out of former commer- 
cial and private libraries and that they were receiving new 
books, though not in sufficient quantity. 

The village libraries, and in particular those of reading- 
huts, were in a poorer condition. Their basic stock had been 
made up out of former popular libraries, which were sup- 
plied according to the catalogue of books allowed by the 
tsarist ministry of education for popular libraries. Because of 
that they contained a lot of religious and Black Hundred 
literature, and when the stocks had been expurgated there 
remained very few good books. In the village libraries there 
were hardly any works of Russian classics or books on agri- 
culture. New books seldom found their way to the villages. 
We received new publications from Tsentropechat in insuffi- 
cient quantities and we got no mass publications at all. 
Sometimes Tsentropechat allotted a large number of books 
for Moscow Gubernia, but not for the general reader (for in- 
stance Thomas Huxley's book A Lobster; Or, the Study of 
Zoology, 1900 ed). 

"And what is the situation as regards newspapers?" Vladi- 
mir Ilyich inquired. 

“Still worse than books. According to Tsentropechat, 
Moscow Gubernia receives newspapers in sufficient quantity. 
All libraries and reading-huts could be supplied, but in 
actual fact not even all the Moscow libraries, much less the 
reading-huts, have newspapers. In one district of Moscow 
Gubernia it was discovered that the administration of the 
district executive committee got newspapers regularly for all 
the government institutions and was supposed to distribute 
them according to a list which included libraries too, but was 
not doing so..." 

Further Lenin dwelt on the work of the reading-huts, to 
which he attached extreme importance. Vladimir Ilyich spoke 
about the role of a competent, educated librarian, who must 
be provided with the necessary conditions for satisfying vil- 


* V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 32, pp. 127-28.- Ed. 
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lage requirements. The library and reading-hut, he said, 
would still for a long time be the main source and almost the 
only institution, especially in the country, for the political 
education of the masses; their work was most interesting and 
at the same time very important. 

...There ended my conversation with Vladimir Ilyich. He 
bade me a cordial farewell and saw me to the door of the 
secretariat, apologising for inconveniencing me. 

As I left Vladimir Ilyich I was in a pleasant state of excite- 
ment. I was in a hurry to share with my comrades and the 
pope close to me my impressions of my meeting with our 
leader 


V. I. Lenin and Library Organisation, 
M., 1977, pp. 339-42 (in Russian) 
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LETTERS TO V I LENIN 
AND DOCUMENTS ON LIBRARY ORGANISATION 
WRITTEN ON HIS INSTRUCTIONS 


ADDRESS OF PEOPLE S COMMISSAR FOR EDUCATION 
A V LUNACHARSKY 
TO ALL BOOK PUBLISHERS 


Book Stock 

At a sitting of the Council of People s Commissars! the Chairman 
Comrade Lenin expressed a desire that the stock of publications of the 
post revolutionary period in the Russian Public Library should be enlarged 
as much as possible 

According to a statement made by the commissar of this library despite 
repeated reminders hardly any books either of official or private. book 
publishers are being received either directly by the library or through the 
Book Chamber 

In view of this I once more instantly request all book publishers both 
official and private to send at least two copies of every publication 
ether periodical or non periodical, directly to the Russian Public 

ibrary 
Those who fail to fulfil this request risk unpleasant consequences 
A Lunacharsky 
People s Commissar for Education 


February 19 1919 


Krasnaya Ga eta (morning edition) 
No 39 February 19 1919 


MEMORANDUM FROM THE SECRETARY 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE S COMMISSARS 
AND THE COUNCIL OF LABOUR AND DEFENCE L A FOTIEVA 
TO THE LIBRARY OF THE SOCIALIST ACADEMY 


The Library of the Socialist Academy 

On instructions from Comrade Lenin I request you to inform us how 
the newspapers and journals reading room is organised. whether there are 
foreign ones the hours of functioning of the reading room and whether 
there ıs a Polish section 


L Fotieva 
November 22 1920 


V I Lenn and Library Organisation 
M 1977 p 367 (in Russian) 
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FROM THE PRESIDIUM OF THE SOCIALIST ACADEMY 
TO L FOTIEVA THE SECRETARY OF THE CPC 


Comrade Fotieva 


Deas Comrade 

l apologise for the delay in replying to your request written on the in 
structions of Comrade Lenin and inform you as follows At present news 
papers and journals both Russian and foreign are laid out on a table in 
one of the rooms in Granovsky Street When repairs are ended we propose 
to open a special hall of newspapers and journals in Znamenka Street The 
library of the Socialist Academy 1s open from 10 am to 10 pm For the 
time being we have only separate issues of Polish newspapers 


Signed S Krivtsov 
November 29, 1920 


V I Lenin and Library Organisation, 
M, 1977, pp 36768 (in Russian) 


MEMORANDUM OF THE OFFICE MANAGER 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE S COMMISSARS 
M P GORBUNOV 
TO THE PEOPLE S COMMISSARIAT FOR EDUCATION 
AND THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL SECTION 
OF THE SUPREME ECONOMIC COUNCIL 


People s Commissariat for Education 
Copy to the Scientific and. Technical Section 


The Chairman of the C P C. suggests that you raise at the sitting of the 
C P C on May 24 the question of centralising purchases of political scien 
tific and technical books abroad The draft decree must be agreed mainly 
between the People s Commissariat for Education and the Scientific and 
Technical Section of the SEC desirably with the participation also of the 
Archive and Library Section. of the Comintern 

Viadimur Ilyich 1s thinking of a Central regulating body for purchasing 
and obtaining books abroad composed of the following Comrade Zinoviev 
with the mghts of deputy chairman a representative of the People s Com 
missariat for Education a representative of the Scientific and Technical 
Section This body must not have any new staffs or new apparatus with the 
only exception of an office manager who will carry on the necessary corres 
pondence As its apparatus the Central body must make use of the appara 
tuses of the People s Commissariat for Education the Scientific and Tech 
nical Section the People s Commissariat for Health Protection etc The 
puns to be purchased and distributed must be divided under the fol 
jowing five headings 

1) Whiteguard (which 1s of extreme interest to us) 

2) Scientific 

3) Technical and Administrative 
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4) Belles lettres 

5) Party. 

For correct distribution and safekeeping of publications received use 
may be made of the apparatus of Tsentropechat, most serious attention 
being paid to ensure that the draft decree foresees the impermissibility of 
books being allowed in any way to lie idle in warehouses and makes them 
accessible to the broad circle of readers interested in them. 

All the work of the Central body must be arranged so as not to cause 
the slightest obstruction to the purchase of books abroad, not to become, 
as the phrase goes, a centre of congestion, but, on the contrary, to intensify 
and rationalise the purchase of books on a much larger scale than has been 
the case so far, and to ensure that Russia's libraries have several copies of 
all the books and journals of the past 7-8 years which are of the greatest 
importance for Russia and which embrace the whole of life and all the 
achievements of science and technology both of Europe and non-European 
advanced countries. 

The agency must be invested with the function of watching over the 
correct utilisation of the books received, for which purpose it is necessary 
in the first place to ensure broad and regular publication of lists of books 
obtained from abroad with indication of the libraries by which they have 
been received.? 


C.P.C. Office Manager 
For the Secretary 


May 21, 1921 


V. I. Lenin and Library Organisation, 
M., 1977, pp. 368-69 (in Russian) 


"FROM THE REPORT OF THE FORLITCOM * 
TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE R.S.F.S.R. C.P.C. 


Chairman, R.S.F.S.R. Council of People's Commissars 


1. Formation and Composition of the Forlitcom 
(Foreign Literature Committee) 


The first sitting of Forlitcom was held under the chairmanship of the 
Deputy People's Commissar for Education, Comrade Y. A. Litkens, with 
representatives from the Supreme Economic Council, the People's Commis- 
sariat for Foreign Affairs, the People's Commissariat for Foreign Trade 
and the All-Russia Extraordinary Commission on 7/VII. As can be seen 
from the minutes (No. 1), in view of the fact that the C.P.C. had not yet 
appointed the chairman of Forlitcom, this sitting was only consultative and 
merely outlined some preliminary organisational questions. 

The actual work of Forlitcom began in the first days of August after 
the appointment of O. Yu. Shmidt as chairman of Forlitcom, to which 
time the actual organisation and construction of Forlitcom must be dated. 
In accordance with the decree, Forlitcom is composed of one representative 
with the right to vote from each of the People’s Commissariat for Educa- 


* For the period from June 14 to September 14, 1921.- Ed. 
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tion, the Supreme Economic Council, the People's Commissariat for For- 
eign Affairs, the People's Commissariat for Foreign Trade, and the All- 
Russia Extraordinary Commission. 

The Party C.C. provided the responsible political secretary of Forlitcom 
in the person of Comrade Mingulin. 

Representatives of the departments and organisations interested in ques- 
tions to be discussed at a given sitting are admitted to sittings of Forlitcom 
with the right of consultative vote. The members of Forlicom were 
appointed more of less permanently as follows: representing the People's 
Commissariat for Education, Comrade Grinberg and his deputy for Forlit- 
com, the chief of Tsentropechat, Comrade Liberman; Fires nung the Peo- 
ple's Commissariat for Foreign Affairs, the manager of the press section, 
Comrade Goldenberg and his deputy for Forlitcom, Comrade Zakharyin; 
representing the People's Commissariat for Foreign Trade, Comrade 
Pozin; representing the All-Russia Extraordinary Commission, Comrade 
Dobrokhotov, and representing the Supreme Economic Council, Professor 
Reformatsky... 


3. Distribution Principles and Central Reading-Rooms 


In establishing the distribution principles, the decisive role was played 
by the fact that only 2, at the very most 3 copies of newly published books 
were being received for the whole of Russia. This eliminated entirely the 
question of distribution to the departments. Jt was required only to think 
of selecting the most suitable central reading-room for foreign publications 
which could satisfy the scientific requirements of all those interested. First 
the principle had to be established that only Moscow and Petrograd were 
supplied from the books now at the disposal of Forlitcom, Moscow natur- 
ally in the first place (in the appended minutes Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, all the 
particulars of distribution are expounded in detail). In Moscow 2 main cen- 
tra) reading-room points have been formed, or rather recognised: 1) the 
library of the Scientific and Technical Section of the Supreme Economic 
Council for scientific and technical questions, and 2) the Rumyantsev 
Museum for al! the rest. 

The first copy of books of a social and humanities type will be passed 
on to the Socialist Academy, with the slight reserve, however; and the Ist 
copy of books on questions of medicine wil! be passed on to the Central 
Library of Medicine of the People’s Commissariat for Health Protec- 
tion. 

In this way, the distribution principles are based on the formation of 
central reading-rooms, with recognition of the desirability to ppor and 
continue to prefer to the old general libraries (the Rumyantsev Museum, 
the library of Moscow University) such large and well organised libraries 
which have arisen since the October Revolution, as the library of Scientific 
and Technical Section or the Central Library of Medicine of the People's 
Commissariat for Health Protection, to which, properly speaking, the 
whole of scientific life on the questions they cater for has been transferred. 

The question of earmarking a centra) reading-room in Petrograd was 
postponed until the arrival of the Petrograd representatives who have been 
summoned by Forlitcom and are expected within the next few days. 

As far as possible Forlitcom laid down also as a principle the satisfac- 
tion of the requirements of big provincial scientific centres (Kharkov, Kiev, 
Kazan and others) but at present there is little or no possibility for this. 

All the aforesaid applies exclusively to books which have arrived or will 
arrive as a result of old orders (so far there are about 500 crates of these), 
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but later too when books are ordered by Forlitcom itself taking into 
account the more pressing need for foreign publications. these same princi 
ples will have to be the guiding ones as the question depends entirely on 
the financial aspect of the matter 

Forlitcom s first order of journals as is seen from point 3 of Minutes 
No 9 clearly illustrates the aforesaid and in making up orders for books 
we shall certainly have to be still more modest 

Forlitcom has appointed a sub-committee for distributing books which 
functions in accordance with the principles mentioned above under the 
chairmanship of O Yu Shmidt 


O Shmidt Chairman Forlitcom 
I Mingulin Secretary 
September 20 1921 


V I Lenn and Library Organisation 
M, 1977, pp 370-72 (in Russian) 


TO THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE S COMMISSARS 
COMRADE V I LENIN 


Information on the sums required by the State Rumyantsev 
Museum 
for ordering books abroad in the year 1922 


The place occupied by the State Rumyantsev Museum among the state 
book depositories and its location in the centre of the capital of the 
RSFSR as a place of inquiry for the central government institutions 
oblige it to fill the gaps in the scientific literature of the beginning of the 
twentieth century which appeared during the war and the blockade In 
order to satisfy the more urgent needs the following sums are required 

1 To fil the gaps in books over the time elapsed will require 


100 000 r 
2 The systematic and planned purchase of foreign books in 1922 in 
connection with the new tasks facing the museum will require 20 000 r 


3 To order continuous periodical publications and also some néw ones 
since up to now the library has been extremely poor in such publications 
wul require 15 000 r 


Total 135 000 r 
All the sums are reckoned ın prewar rubles on the basıs of 1913-14 
expenditures 


A Vinogradov 
Manager, Rumyantsev Museum 
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MEMORANDUM ON FUNDS 
FOR ACQUIRING FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS 
FOR THE LIBRARY 
OF THE STATE RUMYANTSEV MUSELM 


1 To fill book gaps 

Owing to the war and the blockade and also as a consequence of the in 
significant funds assigned in prewar time for acquiring books substantial 
gaps have appeared in the library of the State Rumyantsev Museum in 
scientific literature of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
which it has not been possible to fill up to the present time 

In 1914 6500 rubles were spent on purchasing foreign books During 
the war years this sum was considerably decreased and over the period 
1917 21 there were no funds at all for systematic purchase of Doreen 
books 

Thus over those years there accumulated if we take the year 1914 as the 
standard, the sum of 45 000 r Taking into consideration the existence of 
the aforesaid glaring book gaps of the earlier period, this sum should be 
brought up to 100 000 r with possibility of deferred payment up to 23 
years 

2 For systematic and planned purchase of new foreign books in 1922 
the State Rumyantsev Museum cannot be satisfied with a sum equal to that 
expended in 1914 for the following reasons 

1) Moscow has become the focal point of the Central Government of the 
RSFSR it needs a State Public Library corresponding to its position in 
consequence of which the reorganisation of the Rumyantsev Museum into 
the Second Russian Rumyantsev Public Library has already been started 

2) The Central and local government institutions constantly address to 
the State Museum all sorts of requests and inquiries, most of which involve 
search for foreign scientific publications 

3) Attendance at the reading hall is constantly growing and in 1921 
with the library open seven days a week ıt reaches record numbers and 
there are no signs of this growth stopping 

Taking into consideration the aforementioned conditions the State 
Rumyantsev Museum must have at its disposal in 1922 a sum of not less 
than 20000 r 

3 Up to 1914 the museum subscribed to foreign periodicals totalling 
with those carried on about 500 issues and reckoning on average 10 r for 
each such publication their acquisition over a year cost up to 5 000 r Pro 
ceeding from the State Rumyantsev Museum Library s new conditions of 
existence and functioning it 1s becoming urgently necessary to increase the 
number of foreign scientific and literary periodical and continuous publica 
tions not less than threefold in which conditions the State Rumyantsev 
Museum will all the same remain far behind the State Public Library in 
Petrograd Hence for subscriptions to periodical and continuous publica 
tions the sum of 15 000 r is requested 

The total requested for the Library of the State Rumyantsev Museum 1s 

1) for filing gaps 100000r to be expended over 3 years 

2) for ordering books in 1922 20000 r 

3) for subscriptions to periodical publications in 1922 15 000 r 

total 135 000 r 

All money accounts are reckoned in prewar rubles 

In accordance with the same calculations ı e proceeding from expen 
diture for acquiring foreign books in. 1914, the remaining big Moscow 
hbraries request the following sums 
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I For filling gaps 


Moscow University Library 50 000 r 
History Museum Library 20 000 r 
Remaining higher educational establishments 
having big libraries 
Petr Agricult Acad 
Techn school 
Ways of Communications Inst 
Karl Marx Inst 
2nd University and others 20 000 r 
II For acquiring foreign books and periodicals in 1922 
Moscow University Library 25 000 r 
History Museum Library 15000 r 
Remaining higher educational establishments 10 000 r 
Corresponding figures for Petrograd will be as follows 
I For filling gaps 
Rus Public Lib 100 000 r 
Academy of Sciences Lib 100 000 r 
Petrogr University Lib 35 000 r 
Remaining Petrograd higher educational establishments 20 000 r 
If For acquiring foreign books and periodicals in. 1922 
Rus Public Lib 35 000 r 
Academy of Sciences Lib 35 000 r 
Petrogr University Lib 20 000 r 
Remaining Petrograd higher educational establishments 10,000 r 
November 28, 1921 Yu Gotiye Chief Librarian 


V I Lenin and Library Organisation 
M. 1977 pp 374-76 (in Russian) 


MEMORANDUM OF THE OFFICE MANAGER CPC 
N P GORBUNOV 
TO THE DEPUTY PEOPLES COMMISSAR FOR EDUCATION 
Y A LITKENS 


Comrade Litkens Deputy People s Commissar for Education 

As instructed by the CPC Chairman I advise you to submit to the 
CPC Managing Department a report on the work of Forlitcom for the 
period from September 21 to December 1 this year It 1s desirable that spe 
cial attention in the report be paid to the following questions 

| Replenishment of the Rumyantsev Library with the most recent for 
eign books on all branches of knowledge 

2 The drive against disorder in subscriptions to periodicals by various 
departments 

3 Organisation of book exchange with foreign libraries scientific soa 
eties and other organisations 


4 The expediency of concentrating books ın the Socialist Academy in 
200 


view of the small capacity of the library and reading room and the conse 
quent limited access to that library 


December 1 1921 
CPC Office Manager 


V I Lenin and Library Organisation 
M 197, pp 376-77 (in Russian) 


FROM THE REPORT OF FORLITCOM 
TO THE CHAIRMAN COUNCIL OF PEOPLE S COMMISSARS 
RSFSR? 


CPC Charman V I Lenin 


Report on the work of Forlitcom up to December 1 1921 (supplement 
ing the report of the Forlitcom secretary dated September 20 and the letter 
of the Forlitcom Chairman dated October 11) 

| Up to the date of this report Forlitcom has received about 740 crates 
and packages of foreign publications out of which quantity about 600 
crates and packages have been unpacked, containing about 40 000 utles, 
about 200 000 copies 

The unpacked publications have been distributed between the following 
institutions 

In Moscow 1) hbrary of the STS (received about 1/3 of the total 
quantity) 

2) University Library and Rumyantsev Museum (together received 
about 1/3 of the total quantity) 

3) Socialist Academy 

4) People s Commissariat for Health Protection 

Duplicates were given to 1) Higher Technical School 

2) Agncultural Academy 

3) Karl Marx Institute 

4) Higher art studios 

To Petrograd out of the aforesaid quantity 48 crates were sent the 
contents of which a special commission under the Russian Pub Library 
approved by Forlitcom was instructed to distribute between 1) the Pub- 
lic Library 2) Petrograd University 3) Academy of Sciences 
4) PDSTS*, 5) Military Medical Academy and 6) Polytechnical Insti 
tute 

To Kharkov 16 crates were sent for the Ukraiman SSR 

In a short time about 10 crates will be sent to the cities of Kiev 
Odessa Saratov Ivanovo Voznesensk and Yekaterinburg 

2 On the question of replenishing the Rumyantsev Library with the 
most recent foreign publications 

As can be seen from the aforesaid the Rumyantsev Library 1s provided 
with foreign publications in the first place. nvalled only by Moscow Uni 
versity and the Socialist Academy Concerning the former it must be said 


* Petrograd Department of the Scienufic and Technical Section of the 
Supreme Economic Council Ed 
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that the Rumyantsev Museum had an agreement with it on distribution of 
publications received by these two, as for the Socialist Academy it will be 
dealt with below 

At the present time complete requests have been received from the 
Rumyantsev Library for periodicals and books (with replenishments and 
from 1914) and they will be carried out in the first place by the purchasing 
apparatus of Forlitcom (Foreign Scientific and Technical Bureau) After 
the arrival of the transport with these orders, the question of replenishment 
will have to be considered exhausted 

4 On organisation of exchange of Russian publications with foreign 
libraries scientific societies etc 

Besides having entered into an agreement with the Rumyantsev 
Museum on exchange with America Forlitcom has also undertaken inde 
pendent steps in this direction informing all foreign representatives of the 
desirability of exchange and proposing that they for their part should 
render appropriate assistance 

At present Forlitcom 1s concerned about the creation of an exchange 
stock of Russian publications as regards which it has made representations 
to the interdepartmental commission of Tsentropechat 

5 The Socialist Academy has been given priority in receiving literature 
on social and political questions related to its work Access of users to its 
libraries cannot be extended firstly 1n view of the physical impossibility of 
doing this (lack of peones) and secondiy because of the conditions and 
character of its work The information herewith enclosed characterises the 
extent to which the hterature ıt contains 1s read and by whom Forhtcom i5 
now drawing up statistics of attendance and the extent to which foreign 
publications in the Rumyantsev Museum and Socialist Academy are read 
and depending on the results of this as well as on a number of other con 
siderations and reasons, the question of pnonty may be revised 

In any case this question is now on a very narrow plane for it con- 
cerns exclusively the distribution of old non Forlitcom orders It will be 
placed on a broader plane in settling the question of further subscriptions 
specialisation of libraries and liquidation of library parallelism ın con 
nection with the lack of funds This question is part of the current work of 
Forlitcom and in connection with this and maybe also with your possible 
instructions on this point. the priority of the Socialist Academy and of the 
Rumyantsev Museum will be reconsidered For its part Forlitcom holds 
that in the present conditions of limited. rights given by it to the Socialist 
Academy and the Rumyantsev Museum for obtaining foreign publications, 
the question of the expediency of concentration cannot arise and has not 
actually been raised so far by the aforementioned users 

6 The esumates of Forlitcom passed on to the Council of Labour and 
Defence amount to 830920 gold rubles, of which 619 100 rubles are 
requested for replenishing deficiencies since 1914 and 211 820 rubles for 
subscribing to publications in 1922 The estimates are based on requests 
presented and on their satisfaction the question of filling gaps in foreign 
publications in the RSFSR should fail away 


O Shmidt Chairman Forlitcom 
I1 Mingulin Secretary 
December 9 1921 B Sokolov Office Manager 


V I Lenin and Library Organisation, 
M 1977 pp 37778 (m Russian) 
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ASSIGNMENT 
OF THE CPC OFFICE MANAGER N P GORBUNOV 
TO CPC DEPUTY SECRETARY A A PADERINA 


Comrade Paderina 


I am passing on to you a memorandum submitted by the Managing 
Department of the Russian Public Library to the People s Commissariat 
for Education 

At the end of this memorandum there is a list of necessary measures to 
save the library from further destruction and to ensure for it the possibility 
to function normally 

I had a conversation with the director of this library recently and he in 
formed me of the following 

On Point 1 Repairs to all the library buildings are reduced to repair of 
the water pi the roof and central heating which will require the sum of 
15 Hos]. prewat rubles The People s Commissariat for Education is 
purported to be giving only 3 thousand 

On Point 2 For the 1922 23 heating season the library will require 500 
ped metres of firewood at a cost of approximately 30 thousand prewar 
rubles 

On Point 3 To provide the library with funds for economic expenses 20 
thousand prewar rubles are required 

On Point 4 Allotment of 200 thousand gold rubles is required which 
the Peoples Commissariat for Education 1s purported to be giving 

On Point 5 A decree must be issued on providing the library free of 
charge with all publications newly put out in the RSFSR similar to the 
decree issued for the Rumyantsev Museum 

On Point 6 Also a decree similar to the one issued for the Rumyantsev 
Museum 

On Point 7 The question has already been settled by the People s Com 
missariat for Education 

Moreover 1 gave the director of the Public Library the official task on 
behalf of the C PC Chairman to begin forthwith to organise exchange of 
books with foreign countries both for ownership and for use For ownership 
means that the library sends Russian publications abroad in exchange for 
which foreign libranes and scientific institutions send us their publications 
which become the property of the Library This requires. besides establish 
ment of contacts with foreign scientific institutions the granting to the 
Public Library of a certain stock of Russian publications of the whole 
revolutionary penod This cannot be done in the form of a decree but only 
by the library purchasing the relevant publications for which it also needs 
a certain sum probably within the limits of 10-15 thousand prewar rubles 
Exchange for use means that we enter into contractual relations with for 
eign hbraries on the following basis in exchange for the books sent by us 
for use we receive from them the books we require also for use If it is 
necessary and required by the libraries of the West (which probably still 
consider us as barbarians) we agree to place in foreign banks a corres- 
ponding deposit in. gold, say twice the cost of the books simultaneously 
sent to us 

For this it 1s necessary in the first place to enter into correspondence 
with foreign libraries in order to elucidate the conditions and determine the 
sum of the deposit if any 1s necessary and then to take the necessary steps 
to place that deposit through our representation abroad 
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I instruct you as follows 
1 To take measures to save the library from further destruction and to 


ensure for it the possibility to function normally 


2 To take steps to organise exchange of books both for ownership and 


for use (by the Public Library and the Rumyantsev Museum) * 


N Gorbunov, CP C Office Manager 


March 10 1922 


V I Lenm and Library Organisation 
M, 1977, pp 379 80 (in Russian) 
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NOTES 


This sitting held on January 30 1919 heard a report by the head of the 
Petrograd Library Department A P Kudryavtsev On the State of Lr 
brary Organisation 

On May 24 1921 the CPC heard reports by the Deputy People s Com 
missar for Education Y A Litkens and the Office Manager of the 
Scientific and Technical Section of the SEC M Ya  Lapirov Skoblo 
and adopted a decision of the creation of a special commission to study 
the question of organising in the RSFSR a special institution for the 
purchase and distribution of foreign publications The proposals drawn 
up by this commission were examined by the C P C on May 31 192! 
and on June 14 1921 the C P C adopted the decree On the Procedure 
for Acquiring and Distributing Foreign Literature (see this collection 
pp 149 51) 

This document is the reply to the memorandum of CPC Office 
Manager N P Gorbunov to Forlitcom concerning submission of 
a report (see preceding item) 

On the basis of these instructions the C PC adopted at a sitting of the 
Narrow Council on April 5 1922 a special decision on the Russian Pub- 
hc Library directed at improving the state of the library and putting 1n 
order its replenishment with the most recent publications Corresponding 
steps were taken also to establish reliable international contacts between 
Soviet and foreign libraries 


QUESTIONS OF LIBRARY ORGANISATION AND 
BIBLIOGRAPHY CONSIDERED AT THE SITTINGS OF 
THE COUNCIL OF PEOPI ES COMMISSARS UNDER 

THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF V | LENIN 


1918 


4pril. 06. Organisation of a central board of archives and libranes and 
also creation of archives and a library of the history of the revolutionary 
movement in Russia. Reports by M N Pokrovsky and D B Rvazanov 
Minutes of sitting No 104 point 5 (Resolved to convene a conference to 
work out a draft on the reorganisation of all library work according to the 
Swiss-Amenican system ) 


May 9 Confirmation of Minutes No 33 point ! of the CPC Com 
mission Draft circular instruction on delivery of all publications to state 
book depositomes Minutes of sitting No 112 point 1. (Resolved to charge 
the secretanat with submitting information on the earlier existing law on 
delivery of all publications to state book depositones ) 


Mav 10 Confirmation of Minutes No 35 point 4 of the CPC Com 
mission. Petition of the Board of the Rumyantsev Museum Minutes of sit 
ting No 113 pont 10 (Resolved to grant the peuuon that no books or 
publications from the Museum be handed out to anybody without 
excepuon ) 


May 24 Confirmation of Minutes No 40 point 9 of the CPC Com- 
mission Draft circular mstruction on delivery of all publications to State 
book depositones to the Moscow Rumvantsev Museum to the Library of 
the Academy of Sciences and the Public Library mn Petrograd Minutes of 
situng No 124 point 1 (Resolved to refer the draft to the People s Com 
missariat for Education for its conclusion within one day and to oblige all 
publishers to collect all arrears and deliver them to tbe bbranes.) 


June 7 Arrangement of hbrarv organisation (adopted during discussion 
of the statute of the Socialist Academy of Social Sciences) Minutes of sit 
ting No 134 pomt 2. (Resolved to reprove the People s Commissariat for 
Education for inadequate care for library organisation and charged n with 
taking immediate steps to centralise library organisation in. Russia and m 
troduce the Swiss-American system and also with reporting twice monthly 
to the CP C on the measures adopted in this field ) 


+ 

June 12 Confirmation of Minutes No 54 point 12 of the CPC Com 
mission Petrtion of the Moscow Rumyantsev Museum for the files of the 
Muravyov Museum and the manuscripts of Vilna Public Library be left to 
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it. Minutes of sitting No. 138, point 1. (Resolved to ask for the conclusion 
of the People's Commissariat for Education on this question.) 


June 27. Report of M. N. Pokrovsky on steps taken by the People's 
Commissariat for Education to introduce the Swiss-American system in 
library organisation. Results of the conference of Moscow library specia- 
lists convened by M. N. Pokrovsky. Minutes of sitting No. 148, point 1. 
(Resolved to call Petrograd specialists to a conference on library organisa- 
tion, to charge the People's Commissariat for Education with drawing of 
a draft decree on protection of libraries in Russia, to oblige the commissar- 
iats for Post and Telegraph and Ways of Communications to submit to the 
C.P.C. a draft on measures to improve and cheapen the transportation of 
books, and also to oblige M. N. Pokrovsky to report to the C.P.C. on the 
results of the joint conference of Moscow and Petrograd library specialists 
and to give official information on its results to the press.) 


July 17. Draft decree “On Safekeeping of Libraries and Book Deposit- 
ories of the R.S.F.S.R." Report by M. N. Pokrovsky. Minutes of sitting 
No. 148, point 1. (Resolved to confirm with improved wording as a decree 
on safekeeping of libraries and book depositories in the Russian Socialist 
Federative Soviet Republic.) 


July 30. Draft decree on the Library Information Bureau. Report by 
M. N. Pokrovsky. Minutes of sitting No. 158, point 4. (Resolved to charge 
the codifier with collating the draft with the decree on the organisation of 
a central committee of state libraries printed in the Izvestia VTsIK, and the 
commissariats for Post and Telegraph, Control and Finance with submit- 
ting their conclusions on the draft to the C.P.C. within three days.) 


September 13. Confirmation of Minutes No. 116, point 13 of the 
C.P.C. Commission: Draft decree on the Library Information Bureau. 
Minutes No. 198, point 9. (Resolved to require of the People's Commissar- 
iat for Education a draft decree on and statute of the information bureau 
signed by A. V. Lunacharsky and also the corresponding memorandum.) 


October 29. Confirmation of Minutes No. 146, point 4 of the C.P.C. 
Commission; On confirmation of additional staff and corresponding 
assignment of ninety-nine thousand six hundred (99,600) r. to the Moscow 
Rumyantsev Museum. Minutes of sitting No. 220, point 12. (Resolved to 
allot to the People's Commissariat for Education 99,600 r. to increase the 
staff of the Rumyantsev Museum.) 


November 26. Confirmatipn of Minutes No. 152, point 2 of the C.P.C. 
Commission: Draft decree on the procedure for requisitioning book collec- 
tions. Minutes of sitting No. 226, point 10. (Resolved to confirm the draft, 
changing the title to: "Decree on the procedure for requisitioning libraries, 
book depots and books in general") 


November 28. Confirmation of Minutes No. 157, point 6 of the C.P.C. 
Commission: Draft decree on the procedure for protecting private and 
public libraries. Minutes of sitting No. 224, point 1. (Resolved to pass on 
to the Commissariat of Justice for editing within three days.) 


December 5. Confirmation of Minutes No. 162, point 4 of the C.P.C. 
Commission: Draft decree on the salary of employees in the scientific and 
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teaching department of scientific and technical institutions higher educa 
tional establishments libraries museums and archives in the RSFSR 
Minutes of sitting No 229 point ! (Resolved to refer the draft decree to 
the pay rates department of the People s Commissariat for Labour for its 
conclusions within. three. days ) 


December 5 Confirmation of Minutes No 163 point 10 of the C P C 
Commission. Draft decree on the procedure for protecting private. and 
public libraries Minutes of sitting No 230 point 10 (Resolved to propose 
to the People s Commissariat for Education to issue an instruction develop- 
ing on the Decree on the procedure for requisitioning libraries book 
depots and books in general ) 


December 19 Confirmation of Minutes No 165 point 11 of the CP C 
Commission Draft decree on the salary of employees in the scientific and 
teaching department of scientific and echnical. institutions. higher educa 
tional establishments libraries museums amd archives in the RSFSR 
Minutes of sitting No 235, point 12 (Resolved to refer to the Peoples 
Commissariat for Labour for final decision proposing to it to complete 
this work within five days ) 


December 28 Confirmation of Minutes No 171 point 11 of the CP C 
Commission On the allotment of 55750 r to the Supreme Economic 
Council out of State Treasury funds for the S E C general library Minutes 
of sitting No 239 point 15 (Resolved to allot the sum requested ) 


December 28 Confirmation of Minutes No 175 point 1 of the CP C 
Commission. Complaint by the owner of the Entsiklopedist municipal 
book depot against actions of the publishing department of the Moscow 
Soviet of Deputies in violation of the C PC decree published in Izvestia 
No 260 November 28 on the procedure for requisitioning libraries which 
stipulates that requisition 1s effected by agreement with the People s Com 
missariat for Education Minutes of sitting No 239 point 18 (Resolved to 
refer to the presidium of the Moscow Soviet of Deputies for final decision 
and communication of its decision to the CPC) 


1919 


January 2 Library organisation Report by V I Lenin Minutes 
No 241 point 7 (Resolved to fix the report by M N Pokrovsky on the 
state of library organisation and on fulfilment of the C P C resolutions on 
the introduction of the Swiss and American systems for January il) 


January 14 The state of library organisation Report by M N Pok 
rovsky Minutes No 245 point 1 (Resolved to publish undated the C P C 
resolution of June 7 1918 charging the People s Commissariat for Educa 
tion with bringing it to the knowledge of the whole of the Commissariat s 
apparatus with asking local libraries and institutions for reports on steps 
to reorganise library work establishing subsequent periodical reports by 
all local institutions and reporting to the CPC within a fortnight To 
propose to A V Lunacharsky to make Moscow Soviet carry out the 
directives of the centre and report on this to the CPC within 
a week ) 
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January 30 The state of library organisation. Report by A P Kud 
ryavtsev Minutes of sitting No 252 point 3 (Resolved to charge the libr 
ary department of the Peoples Commissariat for Education to publish 
every month and submit to the C P C brief factual data on fulfilment of 
the CPC resolutions on library organisation. on the increase in the 
number of libraries and in the spreading of books among the population ) 


March 6 Draft resolution on organising a reference library under the 
central and information department of the People s Commissariat for Post 
and Telegraph Minutes of Narrow CPC sitting No 218, point 23 
(Resolved to reject the draft ) 


April 17 Library organisation. Report by M N Pokrovsky Minutes of 
mung No 279 point 3 (Resolved to postpone consideration of the ques 
tion for a week until the general report ) 


April 23 Allotment of 605 150 r to the People s Commissariat for Edu 
cation to increase the staff of the Rumyantsev Museum State Public Li 
brary Minutes of the Narrow C P C sitting No 238 point 6 (Resolved to 
propose to the People s Commissariat for Education to submit the conclu 
sions of the commissariats for Finance and State Control to the Narrow 
CPC within three days ) 


April 24 Library organisation. Report by M N Pokrovsky 
Minutes of sitting No 281 point 1 (Resolved to appoint an interdepart 
mental commission to take steps for more energetic implementation of the 
CPC decrees on library organisation ) 


May 3 Allotment of 605 150 r to increase the staff of the Rumyantsev 
Museum Public Library Minutes of Narrow CPC sitting No 244 point 
5 (Resolved to allot to the People s Commissariat for Education 242 060 r 
to increase the staff of the library of the Rumyantsev Museum ) 


May 9 On allotting 236 960 r to the People s Commissariat for Educa 
tion for organising local library committees Minutes of Narrow CP C. sit 
ting No 248 point 1 (Resolved to propose to the People s Commissariat 
for Education to submit the conclusion of the People s Commissariat for 
Finance to the Narrow CPC within three days ) 


May 19 The spreading of publications by the Moscow Publishing 
House Minutes of Narrow CPC sitting No 252 point 1 (Resolved to 
Propose to the presidium of Moscow Soviet to withdraw from shops cheap 
popular literature and hand over 40 copies of each publication to the Book 


Stock of the People s Commissariat for Education for distribution to scien 
tific libranes ) 


June 24 Library organisation. Report by N K Ulyanova Minutes of 
sitting No 298 point 3 (Resolved to charge the State Control with 
organising inspection. of scientific. libraries ) 


July 29 Draft decree on abolishing private property rights in archives 
of deceased Russian writers and composers kept in libranes and museums 
Minutes of the Narrow CPC sitting No 294 point 5 (Resolved to con 
firm with changes as decree On the abolition of private property rights in 


archives of deceased Russian writers composers artists and scientists kept 
in libraries and museums. ) 


August 28 Report on inspection of library organisation Minutes. of 


Narrow CP C sitting No 314 point 18 (Resolved to pass on to the Peo- 
ple s Commissariat for Education for its conclusion so that it can be sub- 
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mitted to the Narrow C PC not later than September 5 and to warn that 
if the one who is to report fails to appear the question will be considered in 
his absence ) 


September 4 Results of the inspection of scientific libraries Report by 
V A Avanesov Minutes of sitting No 316 point 6 (Resolved to charge 
the People s Commissariat for Education with revising the list of safe 
guards issued for libraries to requisition and hand over to educational in 
stitutions libraries which are not used by their owners or belong to persons 
who have fled to the whiteguards to hand over valuable books and rare 
publications from all requisitioned libranes to state book depositories and 
also to take steps to increase the staffs of state libraries ) 


November 11 Confirmation of Minutes No 359 point 2 (8) of the Nar 
row CPC On compressing the people s commissariats and introducing 
shifts ın connection with the fuel crisis Minutes of sitting No 325 point 1 
(Resolved to release fuel to the Rumyantsev Museum and to refer the ques 
tion of closing all other librarnes to a commission under the CPC for 
fresh consideration in order to establish which libraries must be heated and 
how much fuel will be required for the purpose ) 


November 17 Closing museums picture galleries and libraries in. con 
nection with the fuel crisis Minutes of Narrow CP C sitting No 363 
point 11 (Resolved to recognise the need to heat only the library of the 
Rumyantsev Museum maintaining a temperature of 8 degrees Reaumur in 
reading halls and 5 degrees in all other premises ) 


December 1 On releasing to the People s Commissariat for Education 
additional credit to the sum of 300 000 r for the theatre department for 
archive library and museum work and acquisitions Minutes of Narrow 
CPC sitting No 373 point 11 (Resolved to release the required sum ) 

1920 

January 17 Draft resolution on handing over whiteguard literature to 
the People s Commissariat for Education Report by M N Pokrovsky 
Minutes of sitting No 341 point 3 (Resolved to oblige the People s Com 
missanat for Foreign Affairs the All Russia Extraordinary Commission 
and the People s Commissariat for Military Affairs and all bodies within 
their competence to send whiteguard literature to the People s Commissar 
iat for Education for safekeeping and public use in state libraries ) 


April 13 Registration of military hterature in libraries and depots its 
handing over to the military department and the purchase of military litera 
ture now in private hands Minutes of Narrow CPC sitting No 453 
point 5 (Resolved to refer the draft resolution to the People s Commissar 
iat for Education for its conclusion within three days ) 


Apri 20 The draft decree on nationalisation of stocks of books and 
other printed matter Report by M F Vladimirsky Distribution of litera 
ture Reports by M N Pokrovsky and M F Vladimirsky Minutes of sit 
ting No 363 point 8 (Resolved to onfirm the drafts of the decree and of 
the resolution to charge the Peoples Cornmissariat for Education with 
taking all necessary steps to actually concentrating book distribution in 
a single state body and to hear in two months time a report by 
M N Pokrovsky on the actual fulfilment of the said resolutions of the 
CPC) 
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May 5. Explanation of the C.P.C. decree of April 20 this year on 
nationalisation of stocks of books and other printed matter. Minutes of the 
Narrow C.P.C. No. 468, point 9. (Resolved to confirm and publish as 
a decree “On the procedure for registering the book stocks of Petrograd”.) 


May 13. Complaint of the People's Commissariat for Education about 
the refusal of the Paper Board to issue cardboard for binding books of the 
Rumyantsev and Petrograd Public Libraries. Minutes of Narrow C.P.C. 
sitting No. 474, point 2 (13). (Resolved to permit the People's Commissar- 
iat for Education to use its own stocks of cardboard for the purpose.) 


May 17. Allotment of 28 min r. to the People's Commissariat for Edu- 
cation to lay in stores of firewood for the coming winter to heat the 
Rumyantsev Museum. Minutes of Narrow C.P.C. sitting No. 476, point 1. 
(Resolved to pass on to the People's Commissariat for Finance and the 
People's Commissariat of Workers’ and Peasants’ Inspection for their con- 
clusion within three days.) 


May 27. Allotment of 28 mln r. to the People’s Commissariat for Edu- 
cation for heating (laying in firewood for) the Rumyantsev Museum. 
Minutes of Narrow C.P.C. sitting No. 482, point 9. (Resolved to allot the 
required sum.) 


June 4. Draft decree on transferring bibliography organisation in the 
R.S.F.S.R. to the State Publishing House. Minutes of Narrow C.P.C. sit- 
ting No. 487, point 16 (48). (Resolved to postpone until June 9 and call in 
representatives of the State Publishing House and the People's Commissar- 
iat for Education.) 


June 22. Changing the name of the “Petrograd Public Library" to the 
“Russian State Public Library". Minutes of Narrow C.P.C. sitting 
No. 499, point 11. (Resolved, on statement by A. V. Lunacharsky, to 
remove from the agenda). 


June 29. Actual fulfilment of the C.P.C. resolutions on the distribution 
of literature. Report by M. N. Pokrovsky. Minutes of sitting No. 375, 
point 16. (Resolved to fix the report by M. N. Pokrovsky for July 15.) 


June 30. Confirmation of Narrow C.P.C. minutes No. 490, point 4: 

. Draft decree on transferring bibliography organisation in the R.S.F.S.R. to 
the State Publishing House. Minutes of sitting No. 376, point 11. (Resolved 
to confirm with an amendment to point 5 of the decree: instead of 
“penalty up to a fortnight”, “penalty by sentence of the People's Court”.) 


November 3. Confirmation of Narrow C.P.C. minutes No. 578, point 1: 
Draft decree on centralisation of library organisation. Minutes of sitting 
No. 397, point 14. (Resolved to adopt the draft decree with amendments 
re: Hec as a decree: “On centralisation of library organisation in the 


December 11. Confirmation of Narrow C.P.C. minutes No. 600, point 
18 (23): On transposing points 4 and 5 of the C.P.C. decree on centralisa- 
tion of library organisation. Minutes of sitting No. 419, point 1. (Resolved 
to reject the request and to propose to the People's Commissariat for Edu- 
cation to issue an instruction on how to apply the decree.) 


December 30. Allotment to the People's Commissariat for Education of 
additional credit to the sum of 21,5 mln r. for maintenance of the staff of 
the Rumyantsev and History museums. Minutes of Narrow C.P.C. sitting 
No. 611, point 12. (Resolved to allot the required sum.) 
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1921 


May 24 Procedure for acquiring foreign literature and distributing it to 
institutions in the RSFSR Reports by Y A  Litkens and M Ya Lapi 
rov Skoblo Minutes of sitting No 424 point 22 (Resolved to consider the 
question a second time electing a special commission to prepare it. charge 
it with coordinating the work in such a way that an institution will be set 
up in the Republic for purchasing and distributing foreign books, journals 
and newspapers ) 


May 31 Creation in the Republic of a single body to distribute litera 
ture purchased abroad Report by Y A  Litkens Minutes of sittin 
No 425 point 22 (Resolved to charge the commission with drawing up à dra 
decree on the formation of a single central interdepartmental commission 
for the purchase and distribution of foreign literature ) 


June 14 Draft decree on the Central Interdepartmental Commission for 
the purchase and distribution of foreign. literature Report by 
Y A Litkens Minutes of sitting No 426 point 13 (Resolved to confirm 
and publish the decree On the procedure for acquiring and distributing 
foreign literature ) 


October 27 Allotment to the People s Commissanat for Education of 
additional credit to the sum of 300 min r to cover expenses for the pur 
chase of books for libraries of higher educational establishments and scien 
tific institutions. Minutes of Narrow CPC sitting No 769, point 8 
(Resolved to allot the required sum ) 


December 1 Allotment to the People s Commissariat for Education of 
250 min r (§ 17 art 4 of estimates of the People s Commissariat for Edu 
cation for 1921) for maintenance of the State Rumyantsev Museum 
Minutes of Narrow CPC sitting No 789 point 6 (3) (Resolved to allot 
the required sum ) 


1922 


January 4 Draft CP C resolution on the State Rumyantsev Museum 
Confirmation of minutes of Narrow CPC sitting No 795 point 22 (18) 
(Resolved to oblige the museum to have all printed works published or 
being published in Russia and all departments institutions etc to provide 
the museum with one copy of all printed works material and documents 
published by them To grant the museum the right to acquire indepen 
dently valuable books and manuscripts for libranes ) 


April 5 Draft resolution of the Council of People s Commissars on the 
Russian Public Library (in Petrograd) Minutes of Narrow CPC sitting 
No 860 point 19 (Resolved to oblige the library to have all printed works 
published or being published in Russia and all departments mstitutions 
etc to provide the library with one copy of all printed works material and 
documents published by them To allot to the library by agreement with 
the Petrograd Soviet house No 18 Sadovaya Street adjoining the library ) 


October 24 Confirmation of Narrow C P C minutes No 932 point 14 
Draft resolution of the C P C on carriage free sending by rail and post of 
freight and parcels contaming printed. works addressed to the Russian 
Book Chamber and from the Chamber to book depositories of the 
RSFSR Minutes of sitting No 526, point 13 (Resolved to confirm the 
draft resolution ) 
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SUBJECT INDEX 


A See also Conferences and congres 

ses dealing with problems of library 

Account in library work see Record, organisation adult and political 
account and planning ın library education Public education 

work Adult education divisions of Guber 


Acquisition of books by libraries nia Education Departments 44-45 
tasks and orgamisation 26-27, — Attendance of libraries 29 46-47 
58 61 64-71, 74 78 87 89 93, 

94 98 

of Marxist literature 26 61 62, 87 B 

of world classics 66 72 

of new Soviet hterature 66-71, Bibliographic works used or 


75 76 93, 96-98 requested by Lenn 24 3335, 
of foreign literature 72 78, 82 83 61 62 

84-85 88 91 93 126 Bibliographic and — critico-biblio- 
of latest scientific, technological graphic works by Lenin 

social and political literature and reviews of books 21 22 31 32 
fiction 72 8285 88 98, 126 33 35 94-95 See also Recommen- 
of reports of local economic con ded books 

ferences 76-77 79 80 96-97 Bibliography role tasks content 
collecting and keeping of white 15 20 34-35 See also Bibliographic 
guard literature. 54-55, 89 and criticobibliographic works by 
See also Book collecting and dis Lenin Indexes auxiliary and lists 


tributing departments Book of books and newspapers Partisan 
exchange Central Administration ship in bibliography 
for the Distribution of Books un Book Chamber 42 43 
der the State Publishing House Book collectmg and distributmg 


Forlitcom Scientific and technolo- departments 59 
gical information Tsentropechat Book exchange 59 
Adult education Book reviews by Lenin see Biblo- 


tasks and content 44-45, 50-52 graphic and critico-bibliographic 
combination of Party work works by Lenin 

methods with those of adult edu Branch libraries 30-31 

cation and tasks of socialist Bureau of Foreign Science and Tech 
construction 44-45 nology 78 

ra Panon of working people 


* To V I Lenm s works only 
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C 
Catalogue(s) library 24 62, 117, 
119 


central 46 

Catalogues publishers book sellers 
see Bibliographic works used or 
requested by Lenin 

Central Administration for the Distri 
bution of Books under the State 
Publishing House 68 
See also State Publishing House 

Central Interdepartmenial Library 
Commission. 59 

Centralisation and planning of libra 
ry work 40 46 52 56-57 63-65 
67 68 72 92 

Chief Committee for Political Edu 
cation (CC PE) 87 90 

Children s libraries 29 59 66 

Circulation of library stocks 29 46 

Communist Party leading role m 
library organisation see Leading 
role of Communist Party in libra 
ry organisation 

Conferences and congresses dealing 
with problems of library organisa 
tion adult and political education 
a conference on centralisation of 
hbrary organisation and intro- 
duction of the Swiss American 
system July 1 1918 39 
Second Conference of Heads of 
Adult Education Divisions of 
Gubernia Education Depart 
ments, January 24 1919 144 
First. All Russia Congress on 
Adult Education May 6-19 1919 
49 52 
Second All Russta Congress of 
Political Education Departments, 
October 17 1921 89 90 

Cultural and educational work see 
Political education 

Cultural revolution cultural develop- 
ment 90 99 100 
participation of working people 
in 90 99 100 
See also Public education 

Culture 90 99 100 


D 


Decrees and resolutions of the Coun 
cil of Peoples Commissars on 
library organisation. (drafts) * 41 
45 53 54 SS 56-57, 59, 76 78 
92 

Distribution of books and news 
papers n Soviet. Russia 57 66 
6771 77 79 91 94 97 

Distribution of Marxist illegal litera 
ture among people in tsarist. Rus 
sia 26 

Exchange of books see Book 
exchange 

Extra mural work see Adult educa 
tion 


F 


Fees for using libraries 86 
See also General access to 
libraries use of libraries free of 
charge 

Forlitcom (Foreign Literature Com 
mittee Central Interdepartmental 
Committee under the Peoples 
Commissanat for Education for 
the Purchase and Distribution of 
Foreign Literature) 88 92 

Free access to library stocks 31 


G 


General access to libraries 29, 38 
57 58 63-65 86 122 23 
post free forwarding of books 
from one library to another 38 
use of libraries free of charge 70 86 
convenience in the use of libraries 
29, 38 63-65 
See also Centralisation and plan 
ning of library work 


Indexes auxihary and hsts of books 
and newspapers 73 81 93 

Information Institute on Questions of 
the International Labour Move 


* See also section Decrees and Resolutions of the Soviet Government 
on Library Organisation and Bibliography 
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Libraries 


Libraries 


ment see Scientific and technologi 
cal information 


L 
Leading role of Communist Party in 


library organisation 32 47 55 66, 
67 73 77, 86 


Libraries ın socialist. construction 


44-45 47-48 52 53, 61 73 75, 
76, 77, 79 80 90,95 97 99 100 
library organisation ın 
Russia before 1917 15 29 30 38 
use of libraries by social-demo 
cratic organisations 25 26 
See also Ministry of Public Educa- 
tion Partisantship in library orga 
nisation 
library organisation ın 
Soviet. Russia 
tasks and role in raising political 
and cultural standards of working 
people 38 40-41 44-45 4748 
5152 53 73 90 100 
and national-economic construc 
tion 75 90 94 
See also Adult education Central: 
Sation and planning of library 
work Leading role of Communist 
Party ın library organisation 
Mass libraries Partisanship in 
library organisation Political edu 
cation Scientific libraries 
Libraries library organisation. m 
other countries 28 29 38 109, 112 
See also Swiss American library 
system 
Libraries which Lenin used or men 
tioned m his works 
Russian and Soviet 

Academic 42 

of Book Chamber 42 

of Communist International 126 
of Council of People s Commis 
sars 39 48 122 

of Ecclesiastical Academy 42 
z tonne Free Economic Socie- 
y 

of former State Counul 42 

of former State Duma 42 

of History Museum 53 


of Kazan University 121 
Kuklin Library of RSDLP 24 
Library and Archives of the 
Central Committee, RSDLP 
23 24 
of Petrograd Politechnical Inst: 
tute 42 
of Petrograd University 42 
Public Library (Petrograd) 42, 
43 54 59 74 120 
Rumyantsev Museum (Rumyant 
sev Public Library) 40-41 54 
59 74-75, 122 125 
of Socialist Academy 96 122 127 
of Technological Institute 42 
Ways of Communications (Petro- 
grad) 42 
Personal 
I D Bebutov s 26 
Lenin s 123 
Orlovsky s (V V Vorovsky) 113 
P B Struve s 43 
P I Surkovs 42 43 

European and \merican 
Austria Hun, irv * 

of Cracow University 112 13 
Denmark 

National (Copenhagen) 111 

of Copenhagen University 111 
France 

Bibliotheque nationale (Paris) 
110 111, 112 
Germany 

of the Peoples Union for 
a Catholic Germany 27 28 
Great Britain (England) 

of the Briush Museum 107-08 
111 
Sweden 

Royal (Stockholm) 115 
Switzerland 

of Berne University 114 

of Geneva University 118 
Neuchatel 115 

of Societe de Lecture (Geneva) 
109 118 

State National (Berne) 117 
various libraries 

ın Berne 114-18 

in Geneva 109 113, 118 

in Zunch 116 119 


* According to the administrative and terntonal division of that 


time 
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USA 
of the American Bureau of the 
Census 112 
New York Public 28 3] 
of Illinois University 81 
Library Department of the People s 
Commissariat’ for Education 
(Moscow) 42-43, 45 
Library Department of the People s 
Commissariat for Education 
(Petrograd) 42, 43 
Library rules 29, 121, 122 23 
Library Section of the Moscow 
Department of Education 67 


M 
Management state m library 
organisation* 32, 48, 55-56, 


65 68, 73, 78, 87 

Masses participation in adult educa 
tion see Adult education partici 
pation of working people in, 
Social principles in library organi 
sation 

Mass lıbrarıes (guberma, town, 
uyezd, volost, trade union, etc ) 
38, 63, 64 65, 67 71, 74-81, 93 97 
See also Reading rooms, Travell 
ing libraries, Village reading 
rooms 

Ministry of Public Education (before 
1917) 31, 58 

Nationalisation of libraries and book 
stocks 39, 42, 43, 44, 54 
See also Protection of libraries 
and book stocks 

Network library 29, 52, 56-59, 
62 65 69 71, 74 
See also Centralisation and plan 
ning of library work, Unified 
(single) library system 

Newspaper cuttings 27, 73, 75 

Number of books lent by library see 
Circulation of library stocks 


P 


Partisanship m bibliography 15 20, 
33 35 
Partisanship m library organisation 


15 20, 25 26 27 28, 44-45 7374 

Party resolutions and decisions tn the 
sphere of library organisation 
VI (Prague) All Russia. Confer 
ence of RSDLP 25 26 
CC RCP(B) and Politbureau of 
the CC RCP(B) 66-67 

Peoples Commissariat for Public 
Education 39 42 43 45 53, 54, 
55, 57 58, 59, 66 72, 86, 89,93 98 

Peoples library 29 31 

Planning in library work see Record 
account and planning im library 
work 87 90 

Political education 87 90 

Political education departments un 
der gubernia and uyezd depart 
ments for public education 90 

Popular literature, demands to it 
60-61 

Production propaganda 60-61, 69 70 

Programme of the Communist Party 
(section on public education) 
47 48 

Protection of libraries and book 
stocks 43 44, 48-49, 53, 55, 87 
See also Nationalisation of 
hbraries and book stocks 

Public education 66-72, 98 99 
struggle for promoting people's 
education in tsarist Russia 29 32 
and the policy of the Communist 
Party 47-48, 66, 87 
people's thirst for knowledge and 
education in Soviet state 44-45, 
51 52, 66-73 
See also Programme of the Com 
munist Party (section on public 
education) 

Public libraries 28, 38, 122 

Public library m Petrograd see 
Libraries which Lenin used or 
mentioned m his works 


R 


Reader 17, 29, 38, 60, 98 100 
readers’ opinion 60, 97 
encouragement of new readers 45 

Reading 90, 93 94, 98 100 


* See also section “Decrees and Resolutions of the Soviet Government 
on Library Organisauon and Bibliography 
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popular lectures 96 
M MORE people to reading 
and using books 96, 98 100 
role in carrying out economic 
tasks 90 
See also Self education 

Reading rooms 17 25 30 31 38 45, 
66, 69 107, 109 

Recommended books 94 96 

Record account and planning in libra 
ry work 45 47 

Reference and information services 
in libraries 27, 46 

Requisition of libraries see Nationa 
lisation of libraries and book 
Stocks 

Rumyantsey Museum library see 
Libraries which Lenin used or 
mentioned in his works 


S 


Safekeeping of library stocks 31, 39, 
46-47, 55-56, 76, 118 20, 127 28 
See also  Nationalisation of 
libraries and book stocks, Protec- 
tion of libraries and book stocks 

School libraries 29 31, 66 

Scientific libraries. (general state, 
central, special and departmental) 
47-48, 53 54, 55, 56-57, 67, 74, 
76, 88, 90 
assistance to scholars in use of 
hbranes 48, 96, 121, 123 

Scientific and technological informa 
tion 
Bureau of Foreign Science and 
Technology 78 
Bureau for summansing informa 
ton on the international labour 
movement 81 84 
Information Institute on Ques 
tions of the International Labour 
Movement 81 86 
collecuon and study of literature 
On most important subjects, see 
Acquisition of books by libraries 
tasks and organisation 
See also Forlitcom 

Sections of public library see Branch 
libraries 

Self-education 47-48 


See also Reading 

Services offered to readers 28 29, 
46 47 
issue of books for home 
use 28 29, 40-41, 47, 56, 61-62, 
96, 121, 124 25, 127 

Socialist emulation ın libraries, 
among library workers 46 
rewards to winners of socialist 
emulation 47 

Social principles in library organisa 
tion 46 47, 69 70, 92, 

Staffs, library 38, 53 54, 66 

Staffs ın public education 44-45, 
50-52 


State Publishing House 73, 99 
See also Central Administration 
for the Distribution of Books 

State management in library organi 
sation see Management state in 
library organisation 

Stocks library see Acquisition of 
books by libraries tasks and 
organisation 

Supply of literature to libraries. sce 
Acquisition of books by libraries 
tasks and organisation 

Swiss American library system 38, 
39, 42 


T 
Travelling libraries 57, 68, 71 
Tsentropechat (Central Press Distn 
bution Agency) 68, 74-76 


Trainng of librarians see Staffs, 
library 


U 


Unified (single) library system see 
Centralisation and planning of 
library work 


v 


Village reading rooms 46-47, 61, 68, 
92, 93 


w 


Working masses ın library work 
46-47 
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This collection includes Lenin's docu- 
ments concerning library organisation 
and bibliography, reading and distri- 
bution of literature, scientific informa- 
tion. The 154 documents it includes 
are divided into the following sections: 
"Lenin on Libraries in Russia and 
Other Countries before the Great Octo- 
ber Socialist Revolution", “Lenin on 
Library Organisation in Socialist Soci- 
ety", "Lenin's Research Work in Sovi- 
et and Foreign Libraries", “Decrees 
and Resolutions of the Soviet Govern- 
ment on Library Organisation and Bib- 
liography", “Reminiscences of Vladi- 
mir Ilyich Lenin", and “Appendixes”. 
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